Tidy Towns Competition 2024

Adjudication Report

Centre: Clane - Claonadh Ref: 368
County: Kildare Mark: 375
Category: E Date(s): 18/07/2024
Maximum Mark Mark
Mark Awarded 2023 Awarded 2024
Community — Your Planning and Involvement 80 59 60
Streetscape & Public Places 80 43 45
Green Spaces and Landscaping 80 51 53
Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality 55 45 47
Sustainability — Doing more with less 55 22 24
Tidiness and Litter Control 90 60 62
Residential Streets & Housing Areas 55 41 43
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes 55 39 41
TOTAL MARK 550 360 375

Community — Your Planning and Involvement / An Pobal - Pleanail agus Rannphairtiocht:

“Failte chuig Comoértas Na mBailte Slachtmhara SuperValu don bhliain 2024. Taimid buioch daoibh as ucht na
hiontrala a chur chugainn, agus guimid gach rath ar bhar gcuid oibre amach anseo. Adh Moér..

Welcome to the Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition for 2024. With 16 on the committee and 50+ volunteers this is
sizeable help for the town of Clane. Partnering with local community groups, KCC, schools, businesses, small and
large your entry shows great support from the local community.

You make good use of social media as well as more traditional methods including local radio KFM to promote your
activities.

On St. Patricks Day, your Silver Medal featured proudly on display and you received Best Overall Float —
congratulations. Involvement with local schools is commendable and we hope Clane is accredited as an Autism
Friendly town quite soon.

This year you have spent many hours maintaining multiple flower beds around the town, edging verges, supporting
residents with tree planting and have added eight new planters on Main Street.

The street planters are filled with vivid orange and yellows and make a stunning contrast for the purple salvia.
Despite the noise of traffic, Abbey Garden is a place that's quiet and calm with vistas of striking heads of hydrangea
Annabelle.

The village Stream Park has got a revamp with plants, paving and benches. All now sit harmoniously in the setting.
The Stream adds a tranquil element, and we would like to see the reflective qualities of the water. Tree species and
plants provide interest. Red gates could do with a facelift.

Initiatives focused on biodiversity create opportunities for community engagement. We acknowledge the support of
Jones’ Men’s Golf Society and Manzor’s Ladies Golf Society and local businesses.

With a continuous support for 51 years, the competition adds a focus and a competitive flavour to implementing best
practice and has helped motivate school children and numerous community groups to support volunteerism and
leads to the sense of pride of place. It brings together people of all backgrounds and abilities in a positive
environment.

Streetscape & Public Places / Sraid-Dreach & Aiteanna Poibli:

There’s plenty to discover in Clane; culture, history, flora and fauna, much of which you can do on your own just by
strolling around the town.

The Village Park area and seating is a place that's pleasant and we could hear the giggles as the children had fun in
the playground.

Planting all over is wonderful and causes joy for the adjudicator.

St. Patricks and St. Brigid’s church provides a stunning backdrop for fabulous floral displays.

We were intrigued by the wall of fame in the Abbey Garden and we would spend all day here if we could!



Liffeyside Nature Park has new benches and the landscape reflects the peacefulness and feeling of the countryside.
Many business premises were appealing such as Marron’s Pharmacy, Bob and Kate’s, The Pot and Pantry, Woods
Surgery, Jaz Manzor and Wild Poppy to name a few.

We were disappointed a bicycle was tied to a tree even though bicycle racks are nearby.

The Abbey Community Centre is once again fit for purpose.

Good to see Scoil Phadraig is nearing completion as it will improve the student’s learning environment.

Old ruins like the Friary were built to last. Now that it has been faithfully restored it is likely to be better and more
sustainable than its modern counterparts. Historic buildings play an important part in revitalising the community.
Abbey Shopping Centre presents neat. While the Westgrove Hotel looks very inviting.

Irish Water pumping Station is now complete with original entrance pillars.

Church Christmas lighting photographs are magical looking and savings made on energy will free up valuable
resources that can be allocated to other important community projects.

We look forward to the Town Centre First initiatives as this will give the area a much-needed new lease of life.

We note regeneration and new developments, active travel opportunities and pedestrian safety as important
elements of the Public Realm Plan and they will allow future generations to live in a town fit for modern use.

We welcome the support of the GAA to help progress green initiatives.

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spasanna Glasa agus Tirdhreachu:

We admired all the landscaping and choosing native and pollinator friendly perennials will mean less maintenance,
conserve water and sustain the local biodiversity.

Along the River Liffey, CTT have cut brambles and re-edged pathways which will ensure a safe walkway to enjoy a
rejuvenating walk. More benches and additional Heritage signs may be facilitated in the future.

Low mow regimes have been extended to more parts of the town; Hillview Heights/Green, Abbey Park, Ottomy
Estate, The Cloisters, Central Park and Churchfield.

Again, we acknowledge the work completed on planters and flowerbeds.

Plans for themed roundabout, tree planting and a sensory garden are new projects we look forward to. Tree planting
continues and the figures each year are amazing numbers. Keep it up !

Wildflower displays at the Credit union will promote wildlife.

We commend the help of Intel volunteers in maintaining the Irish Wheelchair Association’s Biodiversity Garden. It's
a humble act often overlooked but it brings people together fostering a shared sense of purpose and improving
mental/physical health through social interaction and physical activity.

Many thanks to all your sponsors who support CTT.

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An Dulra agus an Bhithéagsulacht i do cheantar:

We are thankful to the children and students of Scoil Phadraig for the promotion of wildlife with bat and nest boxes.
CTT is helping to foster a sense of responsibility towards local ecosystems with tree planting, meadow/grass
management, yellow rattle, bluebells and orchid propagation, and providing a suitable river pass for aquatic species.
By coming together with the local biodiversity network and visiting other knowledgeable groups like Abbeyleix we
can create a ripple effect that both enhances the local environment and sets an example for others.

Key to this transition is events like Biodiversity Week and knowledge sharing such as Wild about Clane.

Projects like wildlife surveys contribute valuable data on what is changing and what we need to do to protect
biodiversity.

We are pleased residential estates are on board because every action we take — alone or with others — makes for
more robust, joined up conservation efforts.

Your work on invasive species is impressive.

Many other maintenance projects in this category are noteworthy.

Sustainability — Doing more with less / Inmharthanacht - Méran ar an mbeagan:

With over 3500 cups of coffee sold in Clane each week we wait in anticipation to see how you progress on your cup
campaign — shining a light on this issue can help educate others so they can make more informed choices.

An improved bus service will play a vital role in reducing Clanes traffic and improving air quality through the
reduction of carbon emissions.

Sustainable Gardening workshop is noted.

Collaboration with the GAA on green initiatives is commendable.

It is praiseworthy that you seek increased consideration of sustainability in future developments in the town.
Pedestrian safety is vital so too wising up to the impact of chemicals on the environment.

Many other projects were considered in this category.

We congratulate the schools on their Green Flag achievements.

To save time in Next's year application just mention New (N) and maintenance (M) projects as future projects will
eventually get their turn.

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhaireacht agus Riali Bruscair:

Litter free streets create a positive environment for visitors and potential residents in Clane. We note over 25
individual groups use the ‘casual litter picker’ WhatsApp group to support litter management.

We applaud KCC staff and local students for all their help and assistance in maintenance.

Credit is due also to anglers for spring river clean.

Kerbs are neat and tidy.

Litter can pose hazards especially in public places and dog fouling is unpleasant and we hope the new stencils
make an improvement.



When we pick litter in our communities we set an example for others, including our children. We appreciate all the
endless hours of dedication to this demanding task.

New safety signage during clean-ups is vital for everyone’s safety.

Thanks to the Men’s shed the planting has been renewed at the ‘Clane’ signs on approach roads. Ongoing routine
maintenance is very effective as a good standard has been achieved in this category.

Your deep clean on approach roads is praiseworthy.

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / Sraideanna Cénaithe & Ceantair Tithiochta:

CTT’s Award winning estates competition goes from strength to strength with new entrants Alexandra Manor, Ard
na Gappagh and Mainham Wood receiving awards.

Recent tree planting yields instant gratification and are good actions in the fight against climate change.
Sustainable construction will create a better, more eco-friendly future.

Pedestrian and cycle paths will deliver secure and sustainable travel.

We welcome the maintenance work at Alexandra Walk and Liffey Walk.

Maintenance of several environmentally friendly practices are laudable including the hedgehog highway in Meadow
court.

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Boéithre Isteach, Sraideanna & Lanai:

Roads into Clane are busy but many have been resurfaced and enjoy good road maintenance. Signage is clear.
Several lanes are pedestrian only like Nancy Lane - cycle route.

Walking routes out of town improve community life in multiple ways such as affordable and universally accessible
exercise .

Bus shelters were a common site and some litter was found in a few spots but not too much. Liaise with KCC to
create unique structures that blend in with the surrounding environment. Well-designed ones show the community
that we are committed to providing equal accessibility to transport for all users.

Many thanks for all your photographs supplied — the images really bring activities to life.

Landscaping at Celbridge road roundabout is attractive.

Concluding Remarks:

Our trip to Clane was engaging because of the friendly atmosphere in the town. We enjoyed our trips to the parks
and especially Abbey Garden with its history and colourful planting.

No doubt future improvement will make it a better place to reside and we look forward to our next visit. Wishing you
all the best for the future.



