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EDITOR’S DEADLINE 

The deadline for receipt of material for the 
November issue of Le Chéile is   

Monday 22th October                  

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: mcevoyclane@gmail.com 

Get Le Chéile on  www.clanecommunity.ie 

EDITORIAL 

As is usual in our October issue we bring 

you the Tidy Towns Report on Clane (see 

pages 3—8). The inspection, we are told 

was carried out on 29th June, which was a 

Friday. The judge’s comments are general-

ly positive and we advanced 7 points from 

last year’s 306 to 313. With this mark we 

are again County leaders in Category E 

(5,000-10,000), ahead of  Athy (285), Kil-

cock (279) and Kildare (277). As usual we 

are encouraged to maintain the effort into 

the coming year.   

 We retained our Bronze Medal (and 

with it €400) for the 4th year in a row. We 

are now  13th nationally in the Large 

Towns Category E.    In our own immediate 

Category (E) there are 4 more Bronzes 

(€400) ahead of us, 3 Silvers (€700), and 6 

Golds (€900). To make Ireland’ Tidiest 

Large Town would mean €5,000 and there 

are many other additional prizes. That hav-

ing been said, if we never won anything a 

tidy environment is a reward in itself. 

 It is a disadvantage  to be inspected 

on a Friday as experience shows that our 

litter problem is directly related to cash 

flow. The place could be completely litter 

free in the early morning but from 9am 

onwards on Friday mornings it erupts. The 

weekends are the dirtiest period . For the 

rest of the week the cash flow is down and 

so is the litter. 

 Sincere thanks to our many support-

ers and to all who use the bins and clean 

their own areas. 

 

THE EVERGREENS 

Yes, its that time of year again-Autumn-

and we Evergreens are back in full swing and 

looking forward to new beginnings. Its not 

the years in our life, it’s the life in our years -    

which is the motto of Anna May Mc Hugh, 

despite her declining years is a workaholic in 

the “Ploughing” Championship.  

 Autumn, as we all know is the month 

of the Rosary -  feast day being 7th Oct., so 

we shall all be busy with our beads. Fr. Pat-

rick Peyton was a dynamic advocate of the 

Rosary. Today Fr. Gabriel Harty is another 

advocate and his article on the Rosary is eve-

ry week in the “Open Door” 

 The last month of the  Season is just 

around the corner as the famous poet John 

Keats called “the Season of mists and mellow 

fruitfulness - that bridge between this years 

hottest Summer on record and the cold of the 

Winter yet to come. Those fallen leaves rus-

tling  underfoot in colours of brown, yellow, 

red and orange.                           

 “Fall leaves fall die flowers away 

 lengthen night and shorten day”                                  

A couple of lines from a poem somewhere. 

In a few weeks time we will be seeing gar-

deners planting variegated flowers and 

shrubs, tulips, crocuses and of course the 

golden daffodils that in a few months time 

will herald the arrival of Spring. 

 Anyway coming down to our activi-

ties, we held our A.G.M. June 12th. There 



3 

 

 

 was a very good attendance and all went off 

very well. Our Secretary Ita Killaly read out 

a concise and accurate report on the last year. 

Maura McCormack, our Treasurer, also gace 

a detailed account. The following officers 

were elected for the coming year:                     

Chairperson:     Mary Kelly,                     

Vice Chairperson:       Mary Smyth,               

Treasurer:       Maura McCormack, 

Secretary:    P. J. Sheridan,             

P.R.O. :    Maureen Spain,     

Committee:-                Mary Smith, Grainne 

Kelly, Kevin Cribbin,  Mary Negro. 

 The day’s outing on 19th June was a 

great success. It was to Bray, Greystones and 

also the Arboretum. It was a beautiful day, 

which added to the enjoyment. The awe in-

spiring and spectacular scenery was loved by 

all in the  ‘Garden of Ireland’. The day ended 

up in Jones’s restaurant in Clane for an en-

joyable  dinner   -Complements to the Chef-  

so here’s to the next day’s outing.              

 On June 26th there was a very nice 

get together and party  -it being closing day 

for the Summer months. Here on behalf of 

the Evergreens and myself I would like to 

thank very much Clongowes Wood College, 

both the Staff and the Boys, for all their help 

and kindness to us                                       

 Last but not least, our Annual Collec-

tion was held on 18th and 19th Aug. Thanks 

to all who contributed:; your generosity eve-

ry year is overwhelming. Céad míle buíochas 

once again.  Slán tamall agus beir bua agus 

beannacht I gcónai. Maureen Spain 

(P.R.O.) 

Tidy Towns Competition 2018 

     Adjudication Report  

Centre: Clane, County Kildare. 

Category E (5,001—10,000) 

Date of inspection 29/06/2018 

 

Community Your Planning & involvement    

54/60.   [53/60 in 2017]                                         

Streetscape & Public Places:               

37/50     [37/50 in 2017]                        

Green Spaces & Landscaping              44/50     

[43/50 in 2017]                           

Nature & Biodiversity in your locality:  

37/50      [36/50 in 2017]                                              

Sustainability Doing more with less:  

16/50       [15/50 in 2017]                                      

Tidiness & Litter Control                                   

56/90        [55/90 in 2017]                                 

Residential Streets & Housing Areas: 

35/50         [34/50 in 2017]                       

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes:        

34/50         [33/50 in 2017] 

Total Mark 450 [Max],  306 [‘17],  313 

[‘18] 

 

Community -Your Planning & involve-

ment / An Pobal  -  Pleanáil agus Ran-

npháirtíocht:  Clane Tidy Towns is very 

welcome to the SuperValu Tidy Towns 

Competition 2018, your 45th year entering 

Tidy Towns. Thank you for your very com-

prehensive entry and submission prepared 

for this year’s Competition. The map in-

cluded with your submission was very 

clear and with the numbered key and leg-

end, assisted greatly in the adjudication of 

your town. The Multi-Year Plan Summary 

also provides a useful indication of your 

plans for the future development of your 
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 Town, based on a more holistic overall vi-

sion dealing with the Town as a whole, ra-

ther than individual proposals for specific 

sites – this is a very worthwhile approach. 

The Public Realm Planning Initiative and 

your liaison with the SEAI and the An Taisce 

climate change mentor fits in with this idea 

and will enable the delivery of a more com-

prehensive and sustainable vision for the 

future of your Town. You have an active 

Committee of 16 members and an approxi-

mate number of 15 volunteers who turn out 

to work on various projects. Meetings are 

held every 2-3 weeks during the summer 

months with reduced frequency during the 

Winter. You have dedicated outreach 

meetings where you engage with local busi-

nesses, schools and Community Groups. 

Your volunteers provide a significant level of 

commitment to the work of Tidy Towns and 

are actively engaged in various Tidy Towns 

tasks on Tuesday evenings and Saturday 

mornings. You receive considerable support 

from Kildare County Council, local business-

es and community/wildlife and angling   

organisations. The activities of Clane Tidy 

Towns are publicised through the Le Chéile 

Clane Community Magazine, parish news-

letter and local newspapers and you make 

use of social media such as Facebook and 

Twitter to highlight key events. It is good 

that you have a dedicated Schools Liaison 

Officer on your Committee to engage with 

the Green Schools Committees in the three 

local schools. It is heartening to note that 

many of the suggestions made by Clane Tidy 

Towns members have been taken into ac-

count in the preparation Local Area Plan for 

 the Town- well done to all concerned with 

this great planning work.  

Streetscape & Public Places / Sráid-Dreach 

& Áiteanna Poiblí:  It is noted that you 

have made significant inputs into the Pub-

lic Realm Plan organised by Kildare County 

Council under this category and has been a 

main focus for the Committee this year. 

This kind of engagement will yield signifi-

cant benefits for the Town in the longer 

run, although it will not be a quick fix. It is 

good to note that a new parking scheme 

has been introduced on Main Street to 

improve accessibility to the business prem-

ises here. Well done on the provision of an 

electric car charge point as part of this 

scheme - we need more of these in our 

towns. Unoccupied premises are becoming 

a blight in many rural towns and it is good 

to note that there is an increased take-up 

of units with new businesses in Clane. 

Clane has retained it’s traditional style 

streetscape. One feels however that the 

vista down Main Street would be en-

hanced with additional tree planting. Trees 

with a fastigiate growth habit are recom-

mended for planting on narrow streets in 

towns and villages. The 13th Century Fran-

ciscan friary was visited and the infor-

mation provided on site in relation to this 

important heritage property was very in-

teresting and informative. Perhaps the 

heritage and tourism potential of this site 

could be further exploited.  The Abbey 

Community Centre and garden which en-

joy a prominent location overlooking the 

Town were visited and the Clane wall of 
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fame was particularly admired. The garden 

was very well maintained and presented and 

the red oak tree towards the middle of the 

site was a highlight here. There is a very old 

mediaeval altar-like structure in the grounds 

of the Community Centre which would bene-

fit from some protection from the weather 

and a sign explaining it’s significance would 

also be worthwhile. Many of the premises 

along Main Street are presented to a high 

standard including the Parade Ring with it’s 

attractive floral displays. The presentation of 

a number of shopfronts however, may re-

quire further examination and improvement 

such as at Macari’s Diner, New Peking Takea-

way and Drive In Dry Cleaners. The Clane 

Community Noticeboard on the Main Street 

was positively noted and provided infor-

mation on Tidy Towns activities, a Golf Clas-

sic and Clane Athletics Club – this is a very 

important local resource. The Jone’s Bar 

frontage looked very well although a new 

Irish flag is needed here. The frontage of 

Flowerz by Amanda provided a real splash of 

colour and was greatly admired. The Roman 

Catholic Church and St Bridget's School were 

very well presented and it is good to see 

overhead wires removed. The very heavy 

traffic in the village was particularly intrusive 

in relation to the comfort of pedestrians and 

one wondered were there any future plans 

for an extension of an Inner Relief road in 

Clane to reduce through traffic on the Main 

Street. There was an issue with unsightly 

advertising hoardings located on the gable of 

buildings such as at Dr.Mobile Phone and at 

Grogan's Solicitors. Scoil Bhride has a neat 

hedge along the road which enhanced this 

area. Scoil Mhuire School was well presented 

as was Scoil Phádraig, although the white 

fence here needs painting.  

Green Spaces and Landscaping / Spásanna 

Glasa agus Tírdhreachú:  It is good to note 

you have been awarded funding for engaging 

a consultant to formulate a long-term land-

scaping plan for the Town to include tree 

planting, hard landscaping, street furniture 

and proposed colour schemes. This will feed 

into your Public Realm Planning Process and 

will provide a strong basis and rationale for 

seeking funding for future improvements. 

You have also been involved in a wide range 

of other projects this year under this category 

including a Biodiversity Garden Trail in con-

junction with the Irish Wheelchair Associa-

tion, provision of planters on Main Street, the 

purchase of an edging machine to improve 

grass maintenance along the Inner Relief 

Road and renovation of various flower beds. 

The area along the stream and children’s 

playground park was visited and was main-

tained to a high standard and this area is very 

well used by the general public. The water 

quality in the stream appeared to be particu-

larly good and a number of pied wagtails 

were noted feeding along here. Have you 

considered carrying out a crayfish survey on 

this stream? The GAA grounds at Conneff 

Park were visited and a significant improve-

ment has been made to the entrance, with 

the completion of the new landscaping 

scheme here.  

Nature and Biodiversity in your Locality / An 

Dúlra agus an Bhithéagsúlacht i do cheantar:  

Liffeyside Nature Park was visited and the 
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‘Wild About Clane’ wildlife signs are definite-

ly a great addition providing wonderful infor-

mation on the range of wild plants and ani-

mals found in the Park. This area was heavily 

planted with trees and it is wondered wheth-

er the Park entrance area might be a little bit 

too overgrown and secluded for any visitors 

walking alone. Perhaps some judicious prun-

ing and clearing of vegetation along the paths 

might be carried out here in the interest of 

public safety. In addition, the footpaths in the 

Park are little bit rough and uneven and a 

tarmacadam of dust surface would improve 

accessibility here. The Biodiversity Garden 

Trail is a flagship project this year showcasing 

best practice for pollinator friendly mainte-

nance. As part of Kildare Biodiversity Week 

you also held a ‘Pollinator and Biodiversity in 

your Community’ workshop and you have 

installed swift boxes on the new extension to 

Scoil Bhride and a dipper nest box at Alexan-

dra Bridge.  

Sustainability – Doing more with less / 

Inmharthanacht - Mórán ar an mbeagán:  

Well done to Abbey Park Residents Associa-

tion who are working with Kildare County 

Council to install a community composter to 

deal with locally produced green waste in a 

sustainable manner. It is wonderful that 

Clane Tidy Towns are now engaging with SEAI 

Sustainable Communities to undertake im-

provements to the Abbey Community Centre 

and in the wider area. Clane Tidy Towns can 

lead the way in promoting sustainable energy 

usage and transport solutions in your com-

munity and the assistance of SEAI and the An 

Taisce Climate Change Mentor will be essen-

tial in this regard. The promotion of greater 

use of solar panels and insulation to reduce 

energy consumption in homes and buildings 

and thereby reduce CO2 emissions is a very 

important initiative to consider. Grants are 

now available from the Government to sup-

port these improvements and the Tidy Towns 

Committee can work to highlight these. Wa-

ter conservation is also an important theme 

under this category and the use of water 

butts and rainfall harvesting/storage tech-

niques to facilitate the watering of private 

gardens and public floral displays should also 

be encouraged. With regard to sustainable 

transport, it would be good to explore a pilot 

car-pooling initiative for the Town or perhaps 

consider plans for the development of a 

greenway/ blueway along the River Liffey, 

with dedicated cycle routes. Electric vehicle 

charging infrastructure should be expanded 

around the country and it is good that you 

have pushed for this as part of the proposed 

Nancy’s Lane Development.  

Tidiness and Litter Control / Slachtmhair-

eacht agus Rialú Bruscair:  

Your engagement with the Local GAA Club 

has resulted in a significant enhancement of 

the entrance to Conneff Park - the timber 

edging detail and low maintenance planting 

scheme was admired. It is good to note that a 

rationalisation of telegraph poles is under 

way on the Celbridge and Ballinagappa Roads 

to remove clutter here. The ‘Lily White Spring 

Clean’ was a very successful community 

event and well done to all involved who 

picked up a large quantity of litter and rub-

bish removed from local ditches and litter 
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blackspots in the area. Have you considered 

any preventative measures to deal with the 

problem at this location such as targeting the 

dumping blackspots for CCTV monitoring. 

Your work with local Schools, Scoil Bhríde and 

Scoil Phádraig is very important in creating an 

awareness amongst the schoolchildren that 

littering is unacceptable. Visually prominent 

advertising was noted on gables near the 

Country Market discount store.  

Residential Streets & Housing Areas / 

Sráideanna Cónaithe & Ceantair Tithíochta: 

It is noted that a re-organised ‘Award Win-

ning Estates’ Competition and Awards Night 

were held in 2017 with a focus on broader 

issues other than litter, including pollinator 

friendly gardens, street tree management 

etc. – this will be very important in helping to 

maintain and improve the standard of 

presentation of estates into the future. An 

Crocán estate was well maintained and pre-

sented. At Abbey Court it is recommended 

that the evergreen hedge along the road 

should be replaced, as the individual hedge 

plants are a now dying and are unsightly, 

when viewed from the public road. The line 

of Rowan trees along the roadside margins at 

the entrance College Grove was greatly ad-

mired. No doubt there is a wonderful display 

of autumn colour here later in the year. The 

standard of maintenance on the open spaces 

was good. At Hillview Estate, the ESB Kiosk 

could be screened with some hedge planting. 

Otherwise this estate was maintained to a 

good standard. Abbey Park has a large open 

space within the estate which was well main-

tained and presented. Alexandra Park was 

visited and it was good to note that it is pos-

sible to gain access to the River Liffey Park 

from the open space which is situated along 

the river. The residents in Clane are to be 

commended for their ongoing efforts and the 

generally very high standard of maintenance 

and presentation of their estates.  

Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes / Bóithre 

Isteach, Sráideanna & Lánaí:  

The new edging machine acquired to assist in 

the maintenance of grass verges on the ap-

proaches to the Town has made a significant 

impact on the general standard of presenta-

tion. The approach to Clane along the Sallins 

Road was well maintained and presented. At 

the Sallins Road Roundabout the specimen 

tree in the centre of the roundabout with 

colourful underplanting enhanced this area. 

Unfortunately, due to recent drought condi-

tions grassed areas have adopted a very 

burnt look. The new Aldi Store is attractively 

designed and landscaped and generally en-

hances it’s surrounds and the approaches to 

the Town. Along the Prosperous Road, the 

road markings and surfaces are good, alt-

hough some roadside advertising is very 

prominent and detracts from this area. The 

planting scheme on the Celbridge Road 

Roundabout is similar to that on the Sallins 

Road and was equally, greatly admired.  

Concluding Remarks:  

You are wished well with all the future plans 

for the sustainable development of Clane and 

with the support of the local Community, 

there is no doubt significant improvements 

can be made in the short to medium term.  
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CLANE GOLF CLUB                    

Notes for October edition of Le Chéile 

Congratulations  to the Ground Staff of 

Clongowes for the great work on the mainte-

nance of the Course this year.  

We now have the very popular Turkey Com-

petitions just starting and it always stirs great 

interest. 

Our 18 hole competitions continue for the 

month of October and culminate with The  

2018 18 Hole Champions’ Competition on 

Sunday 28th October. 

We were sorry to hear of the closure of our 

neighbouring Club of Knockanally and any 

members seeking a new club would be most 

welcome at Clane Golf Club. 

As always we welcome any new members and 

you can contact me. You can view our web-

site: www.clanegolfclub.ie 

 

Eamonn Howlin 

Hon. Secretary 

Phone 087 1215  396 

Email: info@clanegolfclub.ie  

 

I.C.A. 

The glorious Summer  of 2018 is fast becom-

ing a fond memory, but lets hope that every-

one “made hay while the sun shone”. Autumn 

activities are now on the agenda and our Guild 

is back on track since September 6th, each 

monthly meeting  -confining to business mat-

ters  and outlining a programme-  is held on 

the first Thursday . The remaining Thursdays 

include crafts, social exchanges and helpful 

exercises, all commencing at 8pm. In the Kare 

Centre on the Dublin Road. 

   Before the holidays we enjoyed a 

very pleasant evening in mid-June at  

Newbridge Greyhound Stadium. Can be 

recommended to any group for fine dining 

(no cooking no washing up), relaxing, 

studying form, picking your winner and 

watching it “scoot” home in a matter of 

minutes. 

 Sincere thanks to all who  support-

ed the recent Church-gate collection  -

which goes towards funding the annual 

Christmas party for Senior Citizens 

 To all those who are taking a new 

path in the Walk of Life  -Best Wishes. 

 For information on I.C.A. matters, 

please contact-  Hon. Sec. Eileen O’Brien-  

086.3447803 

(P.R.O.  M. O’Connor) 

 


