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EDITORIAL 
 

We are back into a very busy time of 
the year as you will see from the Cal-
endar below.  In addition to the St. 
Patricks Day Parade and the list of 
associated events, we will be prepar-
ing for the up-coming Tidy Towns 
and Community Games. The oppor-
tunities will be endless for everyone 
in the community  to be supportive. 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Friday 2nd March 
Launch Night of St Patrickôs Day Festival 
In Manzors WITH Annual Table Quiz  
At 9pm 
Saturday 3rd March 
10k ROAD RACE 
5k FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK 
At 10am in Clane GAA. 
Saturday 10th March 
Vicky Barry Performing Arts 
At Condronôs Supervalu  Shopping Mall 
Sunday 11th March 
Afternoon Tea Party -Remembering the 60ôs 
at The Westgrove Hotel.  3.30-6.30pm 
Music by Mick Dunne with Mary Byrne. 
Monday 12th March 
Workshop  -Techcreate, Clane Business  
Park. 
Tuesday 13th March 
Family Fun Afternoon at The Westgrove 
Hotel. 
Wednesday 14th March 
Enquiring Minds Childcare., Yew Tree 
Square, Prosperous Road. Storytelling with 
Author Emma Jane Leeson –Johnny Magory 

Books. Time 5pm.    Music with Harpist 
Leah OôSullivan 
Information Evening at 7.30pm. 
Wednesdat  14th March 
Clane Local History Group will present a 
talk entitled ñThe construction of the Grand 
Canal locallyò.  The speaker is Jim Heffer-
nan and the talk will take place on Wednes-
day March 14th 2018, in the GAA Club. 
Prosperous Road, Clane at 8pm. Admission 
is free and all are welcome.               See p. 6 

Thursday 15th March 
Fossettôs Circus Opening Day.  Beside Lidyl 
Shows 4.30 and 7.30pm. 
Friday 16th March 
Céili at Clane GAA with Kilfenora Céili 

Band. Dancing 9pm –12am. €12 with refres. 
Fossetts Circus  4.30pm and 7.30pm. 
Saturday 17th March 
Parade at 3pm. Entertainment on Street 2pm. 
ñWhoôs Missingò 4 piece Traditional Irish 
Babd. The Oak Bar, The Westgrove Hotel 
Time 5pm-7pm. 
Fossetts Circus beside Lidyl  -Show 6pm. 
Sunday 18th March 
Awards and 60ôs Reunion Night 
The Westgrove Hotel at 8pm. 
Fossetts Circus, beside Lidyl.  Shows 2pm 
and 5pm. 
Monday 19th March 
Fossettôs Circus,  Shows 2pm and 5pm. 
Friday 23rd March 
Clane Musical Society (CMDS) 
Table Quiz in Manzorsô at 8.30pm 

€40 per table of 4 
Saturday and Sunday 24th /25th March 
Annual collection in support of projects un-
dertaken by Clane Community Council. 
Monday 26th March 
Monthly meeting of Clane Community 
Council at 8pm. 
Monday 14th May 
Community Games Field and Track  events 

 

 

 

EDITORôS DEADLINE 

The deadline for receipt of material for the 
April issue of Le Chéile is   

Monday 26th March                   

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: mcevoyclane@gmail.com 

Get Le Chéile on  www.clanecommunity.ie 
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CLANE & RATHCOFFEY 

COMMUNITY GAMES SWIM-

MING           RESULTS 

Clane and Rathcoffey Community 

Games Swimming was conducted at 

Naas Pool on the Naas-Caragh Road 

on Saturday 10th February. The results 

were as follows:-  

Girls 

U 8 Freestyle     

Kate Keena     

Eimear Coll        

Hosanna Ryan 

 

U10 Freestyle    U10 Backcrawl 

Saoirse Dagg      Erin Fogarty 

Erin Fogarty       Saoirse Dagg 

Annabelle Fadden       Lauren Keena 

   

U12 Freestyle   U12 Backcrawl 

Hannah Walsh Hussey   Ciara Lally  

Ella Hampson   Tessa Dillon 

Aoife Mackey                 Muirne Gain           

          

U12 Breaststroke 

Hannah Walsh-Hussey   

Ella Hampson 

Aoife Mackey 

 

U14 Freestyle 

Méabh Maguire 

Erin Corrigan 

Abi Coughlan                             

 

U14 Backcrawl      U14 Breaststroke      

Méabh Maguire       Ciara Doran            

Erin Corrigan             

                                 

U 16 Freestyle        U 16 Butterfly    

Rachel Millea          Rachel Millea         

 

U13 Relay panel      

Méabh Maguire        

Hannah Walsh-Hussey          

Ella Hampson         

Erin Corrigan 

Aoife Mackey (sub) 

Ciara Doran (sub)             

 

Boys 

U8 Freestyle             

Liam OôCarroll          

Ruan OôCarroll   

   

U10 Freestyle            U10 Backcrawl 

Charlie OôDonovan       Charlie OôDono-

van 

Jack Doran                 Rory Óg 
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Maguire 

 Rory Óg Maguire     Stephen Marron 

                                                                  

U12 Freestyle U12 Backcrawl 

Daniel Colbert          Joseph Finn 

James Dempsey        Lochlan Behan 

Oisin Coll                 Oisin Coll 

           

U12 Breaststroke  

Daniel Colbert              

James Dempsey 

Harry Reid 

 

U16 Freestyle             U16 Backcrawl 

Matthew Walsh-    Matthew Walsh-       

Hussey                   Hussey 

 

U13 Relay Panel 

Daniel Colbert 

Oisin Coll 

Harry Reid 

James Dempsey 

Lochlan Behan (sub) 

Joseph Finn (sub) 

 

Thank you: 

Susan, Martina, Henry and Tony would 

like to thank  Paul McLoughlin for his 

work as starter, Agnes Maguire for the 

recording and the judges Peter, and 

Chris, who worked with Henry, for their 

work on the day. Thanks also to the staff 

and management of K Leisure Pool. 

It was very encouraging to see the en-

thusiasm of the swimmers in the differ-

ent age categories and their helpfulness 

and co-operation with Susan as she or-

ganized them into their groups in order 

to get the event completed within the 

time frame of one hour. 

County Swimming Competitions 2-

5pm       Registration 1.30pm 

Will be held in Athy Pool on: 

Saturday 7th April  -Girls   

Sunday 8th April  -Boys 

Team events will commence shortly. 

Camogie (G), Hurling (B), Gaelic 

(B&G), Soccer (B) , Table Quiz (B&G). 

Watch April Le Chéile. 

Cross Country:   Watch April Le 

Chéile. 

Talent Competition  (Duets and Solos)  

We will be represented in the Girls U12 

and U16. 

Art and Model Making                                    

We will be represented on March 11th. 

Field and Track events: The Clane & 

Rathcoffey Community Games Commit-

tee will be applying to the Board of 

Management of Scoil Mhuire Communi-

ty School to hold the Field and Track 

Events on the grounds of the school on 

Monday evening 14th May at 6pm. 

Watch this Space. 
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THE EVERGREENS 

 

Well we are truly into Spring now with 

the long days approaching  fast and the  

depressing darkness and bad weather of 

Winter beginning to recede and the 

bright days unfolding, bringing with 

them new hope. How uplifting it is to 

wake up in the morning and hear the 

birds sing; which gladden our hearts. As 

I stand on my door-step I think how 

wonderful it is to see gardens all around 

me with crocuses and snowdrops all 

peeping above ground. As for daffodils 

they are everywhere in their golden glory 

ñtossing their heads in sprightly danceò. 

Is it any wonder William Wordsworth 

was inspired to write his famous poem 

that we all remember from our 

schooldays: ñI wandered lonely as a 

cloud that floats on high oôer vales and 

hills when all at once I saw a crowd, a 

host of golden daffodils . . .ò 

 We are well into the holy season 

of Lent and now we are facing the most 

important feast of the Christian Calen-

dar., which is Easter when we recall the 

death of Jesus on the Cross AND His 

rising to new life. It fills us with hope 

and assures us that we too will rise again 

as Christ did. 

 It is with great heartfelt sadness 

that we announce the death of Mary 

Smithôs husband Gerry. He was truly a 

gentleman to his fingertips. May his gen-

tle soul rest in the Peace of Christ. Solas 

na Bhflaitheas dó agus I líonta Dé go 

gcastar sinn. Mary, as we all know in our 

Club, is a very popular member and or-

ganizes great activities. We are missing 

very much our most popular Chairperson 

Sally. She is ill at the moment and we 

pray and wish her a speedy recovery to 

health. We very much want he back 

among us very soon. 

 We Evergreens wish all the boys 

and girls about to make their Confirma-

tion, both in Clane and Rathcoffet, con-

gratulations, and best wishes. May the 

Holy Spirit inspire and guide them and 

may God shower abundant blessings up-

on them. 

 Our Pancake Morning was held on 

Shrove Tuesday and of course it was the 

usual flipping success. Thanks to all who 

supported this morning  -your ongoing 

support is overwhelming. Thanks too to 

all who helped out and flipped away on 

that morning. 

 On behalf of the Evergreens I hope 

you all enjoy St. Patrickôs Day  -Lá Féile 

Pádraig agus am Cásca comh maith. Fé 

Fhéin is fé mhaise dhibh go léir. 

Mairín Spain    

 

CLANE YOUTH CLUB 
 ï in the Swinging 60s. 

 
It was summer 1966 ï , Bryan Sammon, 
Paddy Behan, Joe Duffy, Seamus Ma-
hony, Pat Harty and Liam Burke came 
up with the idea of forming Clane Youth 
Club so we approached the GAA who 
were the owners of the Old Hall, and we 
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asked them permission to hold a ñHopò 
every Tuesday 9- 12 to raise funds and 
after a lengthy meeting they decided to 
give us the go ahead and charged us Ã10 
per night. 
Adm. was 2/6 (half a crown) so we had 
to have at least 80 turning up to pay the 
rent. We started with an old record play-
er and attached speakers. Advertised 
with posters in all shops and posted invi-
tations to everyone we knew and to our 
surprise we had over 150 teenagers 
from all over North Kildare attending. 
Clane Youth Club was formed and we 
continued holding the Hops every Tues-
day for the next 2- 3 years with the 
sound of The Rolling Stones, Beatles, 
Beach Boys, Hollies and of course the 
Showbands, Royal, Dixies, Drifters etc. 
We then went from name of Hop to Dis-
co and hired John Dee Disco. 
Ladies on one side waiting to be asked 
to dance and they had the privilege of 
one Ladies choice and then if one was 
lucky it was to the 
Mineral bar at end with orange and a 
straw. 
Many the marriage was created during 
those days. 
We held debates, drama, tours to Tra-
more, Salthill etc. In 1967, from the 
profits, we organised the first Old Folks 
Party in the hall with over 50 sitting 
down to a meal and hired Mrs. Crosbie 
caterers from Straffan. Clongoweswood 
College ran the S.R.P.A. (Special Relief 
for Poor and Aged) and during their 
holidays the club took it over, visiting 8- 
10 houses in the Clane/Prosperous area 
spending Ã10 each week on groceries, 
briquettes etc. which we purchased from 
Blakes Shop (Londis). The GAA moved 
to their new premises and the Table ten-
nis and Youth club amalgamated to take 
over the Old Hall, forming 
St. Brigidôs Club which continued up to 
mid 70ôs. 

Great memories and we will relive those 
ñHopò days in Westgrove Hotel Sun, 
18th. March Comm. 9p.m. All welcome 
to come along to 
once again listen and dance ï if we are 
able, to the wonderful music 
of the ñSwinging 60s.ò and most im-
portant to meet old friends. 
 

CLANE LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 

 
Clane Local History Group will present 
our talk entitled ñThe construction of the 
Grand Canal locallyò.  The speaker is 
Jim Heffernan and the talk will take 
place on Wednesday March 14th 2018, 
in the GAA Club. Prosperous Road, 
Clane at 8pm. Admission is free and all 
are welcome. 
 On Wednesday April 11th we will 
launch a bigger and more diverse 7th 
edition of our history journal 
ñCoiseannaò. In the same venue. 
 

CLANE I.C.A. 
 

Today, Sunday February 25th 2018, was 
a jewel of a Spring Day; cloudless  blue 
sky from early morning, glorious sun-
shine and no chill wind. While walking 
by the easy-flowing Liffey a single se-
rene swan could be seen gliding along 
and all the little birds singing songs of 
praise from the hedgerows, cheerful 
children and adults enjoying the freedom 
and fresh air  -what a day to be thankful 
for! Could be the calm before the storm, 
according to current meteorological ad-
vice  -there is very severe  Siberian  
weather forecast for the coming week 
but, hopefully, Spring will return  in all 
its glory. 
 The Irish Countrywomenôs Asso-
ciation encourages outdoor activities, as 
well as crafts and creative pursuits, so 
there is something for all weathers, 
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tastes, and talents. Friendship, support, 
sharing of ideas and helping each other 
with various productive pastimes is ben-
eficial to mind and body. Guild monthly 
meetings are held on the first Thursday 
(8pm, KARE Centre, Dublin Road) and 
the remaining Thursdays are social eve-
nings, devoted to whatever activity is in 
progress-  all concluding with ñthe cup 
that cheersò.  
 On Thursday 15th February 17 
members enjoyed a lovely meal at Stone 
Haven in Maynooth. It was our post-
poned ñChristmas Doò, but all the more 
enjoyable at this particular time. The 
following Thursday, we had  very in-
formative  and helpful advice on crime 
prevention in the home and protection 
and safety while driving, especially at 
night. This was given by  -very affable– 
Crime Prevention Officer, Sgt George 
Doherty, which was greatly appreciated. 
 For information on  I.C.A. mat-
ters, please contact Hon. Sec. Eileen 
OôBrien (086 3447803) 
 
P.R.O. M. OôConnor. 

 
 

CLANE COMMUNITY  

COUNCIL 

Subcommittees elected in February. 

 

Tidy Towns 

 

Tony McEvoy, Freda Fogarty, Tom 

McCreery, John Kennedy, Pádraig 

McEvoy, Maureen Beirne, Breda Gun-

ning, Derek Gunning, Julie Manzor, 

Jeanette Drumm, Finbarr D'Arcy, Paul 

Carroll, Mary Murtagh, Helen O'Flaher-

ty, Mary Morrin, Eamonn Lynch, Tony 

McKenna 

 

Abbey Community Centre 

 

Nick Fitzgerald, Paul Carroll, John 

Power, Anne Noonan, Maurice Austin, 

Tony McEvoy, Pádraig McEvoy, Nellie 

Dillon-Forde, John Daly 

 

Friary & Abbey Cemetery 

 

John Briody, Des Drumm, John 

McDonagh, Tony McEvoy, Mark 

Moffat, Tom Cleary, Phil McCormack 

Finance                                                                           

Paul Carroll, Nick Fitzgerald, John 

Kenn- edy, Nellie Dillon-Forde, Des 

Drumm,, Anne Noonan, Martine 

Grogan. 

Community Games 

Martina Healy, Anne Noonan, Tom 

McCreery, Nick Fitzgerald, Tony 

McEvoy, Bernie Foley, Edel Mason, 

Henry Lowry, Margaret McDonald, Su-

san Galbraith, Peter Kirwan, Des 

Drumm, Martine Grogan. 

ClaneWatch 
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Tony McEvoy, Pádraig McEvoy, Dave 

McCann, John McDonagh, Peter Kir-

wan, Nellie Dillon-Forde, Tom Cleary, 

Robert Mahon 

 

Heritage 

 

John Daly, Des Drumm, Pádraig 

McEvoy, Pat Given, John Kennedy, 

Robert Mahon, Tony McEvoy 

Web 

 

John Kennedy, John Daly, Pádraig 

McEvoy, John Power, Martine Grogan, 

Paul Carroll 

                                                         

NEW COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

EXECUTIVE ELECTED FOR  

2018   (At the A.G.M. in January) 

Paul Carroll, Chairman 

Nick Fitzgerald, Vice Chairman 

John Kennedy, Secretary 

Michael Quirke, Assistant Secretary 

Martine Grogan, Treasurer 

Padraig McEvoy, Assistant Treasurer,  

Tony McEvoy, P.R.O. 

Karen Egan, Assistant  P.R.O. 

 

CLLANE GOLF CLUB  Notes for 

March edition of Le Chéile 

 

We had our Captainôs Drive-in on Sun-

day 25th February, followed by a 9 hole 

scramble. It was a beautiful day, unlike 

the current snow storm, as I write. 

Results for February are as follows: 

Spring League Individual: 

Week 4: First- Sean McCann (23) 23 

points 

Second- Sean Lavin (26) 21 points- last 

6 

Third – Michael Connolly (18) 21 

points. 

Week 5: First -Diarmuid Coonan (17) 23 

pts.  

Second- Eamonn Howlin (19) 21 points- last 

6 

Third Maurice Byrne (19) 21 points 

Week 7 (course closed week6): 

First- Paddy Murray (31) 22 points 

Second John McAndrew (14) 21 points 

Spring League top Leading Teams 

after week 7: 

165 points- Eamonn Howlin, Lar 

Blanchfield & James Brady 

161 points- Tommy Carew, Anthony 

Dunne & Chris Brogan 

157 Points- John McAndrew, Mick 

Kelleher & Ted Murray 

Latest news: Sheet for forthcoming 

Street League is on Notice Board, please 

enter your name. 

Subs for 2018 are now due overdue. 
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Forthcoming events: The Friday 

Competition starts on 16th March 

9 Hole Match Play qualifying compe-

tition 17/18th 

March. 

Saturday 24th March- Away Outing 

to Naas G.C. 

Weekend of 31st March: 18 Hole 

Spring Medal. 

 

New members are welcome- Please 

contact Secretary, details below. 

 

Eamonn Howlin 

Hon. Secretary 

Phone: 087 1215 396 

 

CLANE IN THE COURSE OF     
HISTORY 

¶ The Bullaun Stone on the banks of the 

Stream on the Sallins Road is believed 
to be the site of  pre-Christian sacri-
fice. 

¶ In 432 St. Patrick arrived in Ireland 

with the message of Christianity. 

¶ St. Ailbe, who was the first Bishop of Em-

ly, is reputed to  have brought Christi-
anity to Clane before St. Patrick. 

¶ In 1035 the Danes plundered Clane. 

This was 21 years after the Battle of 
Clontarf. 

¶ In 1162 a General Synod of the Irish 

Church was held in Clane. There were 
26 Bishops present and many Abbots 
and they re-acclaimed the Primacy of 
Armagh, finally settling the issue. The 
newly consecrated  St. Laurence 
OôToole represented Dublin and Arch-
bishop Gelassius represented Armagh. 

¶ In 1169 the Normans arrived. The 

Barony of Clane was established. It 
was originally the territory of Otomy 
or Uí Tuamai. The Motte this side of 
the Liffey was its seat. 

¶ In 1258 Gerald Fitzmaurice Fitzgerald 

established the Franciscans in Clane. 
The ruins of their Friary (shut down 
by Henry VIII) Remain in the ceme-
tery on the Sallins Road. 

¶ In 1392 a stone bridge was built over 

the Liffey. By now Clane was a corpo-
rate town  with its own Mayor and 
Corporation or Portreve and Com-
mons, as they were known. (The Lif-
fey Bridge was replaced in 1864). 

¶ Clane became a town of the Pale, 

which was established by an Act of 
the Parliament of Drogheda in 1488. 
Remnants of the Pale survive around 
Clongoweswood. 

¶ The Franciscan Friary was suppressed 

in 1542 during the reign of Henry 
VIII, though individual Franciscans 
are reputed to have survived in the 
area for many years afterwards. 

¶ Clane was involved in, more or less, 

every episode of civil unrest down 
through the centuries The castles of 
Donadea and Blackhall came under 
siege in the Confederate  War of 1641.  
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¶ It is remarkable that Clane and North 

Kildare generally came through the 
Penal Laws with little interference in 
the properties and activities of the ma-
jor Catholic families. The Aylmers of 
Painstown, the Wogans of Rathcoffey 
and the Fitzgeralds of Maynooth were 
typical examples. Rathcoffey  Church 
was actually built in 1710, at the 
height of the Penal Lawa under Queen 
Anne;  it was built by Lady Tirconnell, 
a Wogan, whose husband  was the 
Viceroy. He died during the siege of 
Limerick. 

¶ The first battles of 1798 were fought 

simultaneously in Clane and Prosper-
ous on the night of Wednesday 23rd of 
May. No less than two of the national 
organizers of the United Irishmen 
lived locally; Theobald Wolfe Tone, of 
Blackhall, and Archibald Hamilton 
Rowan of Rathcoffey, were two liberal 
Protestants. Other local leaders were 
Dr. John Esmonde, a medical doctor 
based in Clane, William Aylmer of 
Painstown and John Tiernan and Mat-
thew Donnellan, both of Clane. 

¶ The Jesuits came to Clongowes in 

1814. 

¶ The Boysô Primary School in Clane 

was founded in  1839. 

¶ The Presentation Sisters came to Clane 

in 1839 and set up the Girlsô Primary 
School in the Patrician Orphanage 
School which  had been built 21 years 
earlier in 1818. 

¶ The Hewetson School moved from 

Betaghstown , along with the Parish 
School, which had been situated be-
tween wall of the Abbey Cemetery and 

the Masterô House (now Cashôs 
House) to Millicent in 1883.   

¶ The  Church of St. Michael and All 

Angels was built in 1883. 

¶ The Church of St. Patrick and St. Brig-

id was consecrated in 1884. It had 
been under construction from 1875. 

¶ Clane G.A.A. was established in 1884. 

¶ Clane Community Council was estab-

lished in 1973. 

¶ The old Parish Church of St. 

Michaelôs, roofless since 1883 when 
the move to Millicent was made, is 
believed to stand on the site of the an-
cient Abbey founded by St. Ailbe. It 
was re-roofed as The Abbey Commu-
nity Centre in 1983, opening on 31st 
March 1985. 

¶ Scoil Mhuire was established in 1963 

as a ñsecondary topò by Sister Perpet-

ua. It received full recognition as a 

Secondary School in 1968. In 1970 it 

was placed under notice of transfer to 

be amalgamated with the Vocational 

School in Prosperous. A delegation 

from the then ñCommunity Councilò 

met the Minister and a stay of execu-

tion was obtained. In 1975 its future 

was assured when the Department ap-

proved the building of a new inde-

pendent comprehensive style Second-

ary School for 650 pupils. This fol-

lowed a protest outside the Department 

of Education and the purchase by Sis-

ter Perpetua of sites for the 3 schools 

at a cost of 70,000 pounds. An under-

taking was also given that 20% of the 

cost of construction would be raised 
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locally.  

¶ Clane Community Council was estab-

lished in May 1973. 

¶ In 1982 Scoil Phadraig (Boys) and 

Scoil Mhuire were officially opened. 

¶ In 1983 Scoil Mhuire Community 

School was officially opened and 

moved down from the prefabs in the 

ñNunsô Fieldò opposite Liffey Lawns 

(where the shops and apartments are 

now located). 

¶ The developers obtained planning per-

mission for Loughbollard Estate in 

1968-now coming up 50 years ago. It 

was the first privately developed estate 

in Leinster outside of Dublin. (In Ire-

land?) 

¶ William Wogan of Rathcoffey was 

Beatified in September 1992. He was 

one of the Irish Martyrs from the time 

of Elizabeth I. They choose martyrdom 

rather than taking the Oath of Alle-

giance. They were martyred in College 

Green on 15th November 1581. 

¶ Dom Columba Marmion was Beatified 

in September 2000. His grandparents 

and little brother are buried in Main-

ham. He was Benedictine Abbot of 

Mardesous in Belgium. He was born 

shortly after his parents moved from 

Clane in 1858. His grandparents lived 

where the Jewellerôs is now located in 

the Main Street. 

¶ Fr. John Sullivan, S.J., was Beatified 

on May 13th 2017 by Pope Francis. 

The ceremony was in Gardener Street 

and was performed by Archbishop 

Diarmuid Martain, in co-operation 

with the Cardinal in charge of the Pro-

pogation of the Faith. 
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