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EDITORIAL 

Nominations invited to C.C.C. 

Clane Community Council is now 44 years 

in existence, having been set up in 1973. 

Every second year Nominations are invited 

to continue this voluntary community struc-

ture into the future. On page 12 you will find 

a brief summary of the works carried out 

over the past 44 years. Page 3 has a map of 

the area involved.      

 The concept of working together as a 

community to develop facilities which will 

improve the quality of life in one’s area was 

developed by Canon Hayes, the founder of 

Muintir na Tíre, in the 30’s. Urban District 

Councils were a statutory equivalent which 

existed in towns like Naas, Newbridge and 

Athy  Such towns had State standing and 

funding but  became highly politicised. 

Their Urban Councils were abolished during 

the downturn. Many of these towns are now 

attempting to set up structures based on the 

Muintir na Tíre model but are working 

against huge odds and are struggling in their 

efforts. The voluntary model is almost 

unique to Ireland and would not be possible, 

or perhaps even viable, in more impersonal 

societies or large cities and conurbations. 

 We in Clane should continue to value 

what we have and to work for its improve-

ment. It is a case of men and women work-

ing with and for the community. The com-

munity needs your ideas, your talents and 

skills. There are as many ways to contribute 

as there are different personalities and tal-

ents. It is not just a matter of keeping what 

we have going  -full stop. There are always 

new issues to be looked at and considered. 

Needs change with time and circumstances.  

  There is a saying in Irish. Níl neart 

gan chur le chéile  (We have no strength 

until we combine our efforts). Working to-

gether means also working with other com-

munity groups  -in the Sports area, in the 

cultural and arts area, with the I.C.A., with 

Residents Associations, with the Parade 

group, with the Wheelchair Association, etc. 

It means working with the authorities, such 

as the County Council, the Gardaí, the 

Schools and the various providers of grant 

funding.. There is nothing achieved in 

isolation, so let’s all row in together.            

  Look around you & you will become 

aware of people in your own area who you 

think could contribute. Indeed, how about 

nominating yourself? A meeting once a 

month, with a break in July & August is 

something most people could manage & 

think of the benefits to the community -& to 

you in terms of satisfaction as a volunteer in 

your own community. See p.12 for benefits. 

A copy of the nomination paper is included 

on pages 6-7. It may be printed out specify-

ing “pages 6-7 and used to nominate some-

one in the area, including yourself. 

Nomination papers are also available in the 

Post Office, where there is a box to deposit 

completed papers. Nominated persons will 

be spoken to re their consent. 

 

 

 

EDITOR’S DEADLINE 

The deadline for receipt of material for the  
 December issue of Le Chéile is   

Monday 27th November                    

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: margaretmcevoy1@eircom.net 

Web site: www.clanecommunity.ie 
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CALENDAR   

Sunday 5th November: Cemetery Sunday 

Prayers in the Abbey Cemetery at 12.30pm. 

Mass in Mainham Cemetery at 3pm.          

Monday 6th November                            

Monthly meeting of Clane Community 

Council in the Abbey at 8pm.                     

Wednesday 8th November                                   

Talk by Brendan Cullen of Clane Local 

History Group on the two High Crosses at 

Castledermot on Wednesday November 8th 

in the GAA Centre, Prosperous Road, Clane 

at 8pm.. All welcome. Admission is free.  

See below.                                           

Thursday 2nd November            

Rathcoffey History Group: Sport and its 

Influence on Community Development  

in Kildare - Illustrated Talk by Eoghan Cor-

ry in Rathcoffey GAA   @ 8.30 pm. Adm 

Free All welcome. Further information 

Mairead Byrne 0872239410  

 

                                             

CLANE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

Clane Local History Group will present a 

talk on the two High Crosses at Castleder-

mot on Wednesday November 8th in the 

GAA Centre, Prosperous Road, Clane at 

8pm. The talk will be given by Brendan 

Cullen who will describe and interpret the 

many scripture panels of the crosses. All are 

welcome and admission is free. 

 

MAINHAM CEMETERY         

COMMITTEE                                     

The 38th Annual Mass will be celebrated in 

Mainham Cemetery on Sunday 5th Novem-

ber at 3pm.  

The Cemetery Committee  -all volunteers-  

has been busy throughout the year with its 

maintenance programme which has in-

volved, among other tasks, mowing the five 

acres of the cemetery on twenty-two occa-

sions to date. In addition we have removed 

and disposed of eight lorry loads of surplus 

clay and soil that accumulated throughout 

the year. Our work has also involved bring-

ing ten bins to the road and back twenty-six 

times in the same period 

Clipping the hundreds of metres of hedging 

adjoining the cemetery is another of our 

tasks  -all of which keep the resting place of 

our loved ones in pristine condition. We 

have also tended to the graves of those who 

have no one belonging to them and we have 

ensured that no grave, however old, has 

been overlooked in terms of maintenance. 

Since last November and to time of writing, 

seventeen people have been interred in 

Mainham Cemetery. May they rest in peace. 

As regards parking on the day, space is lim-

ited in the new cemetery so we ask that only 

drivers bringing the very elderly, invalids, 

and small children, drive into the cemetery. 

All other drivers coming from the Clane 

direction are asked to turn right at the for-

mer Royal Oak premises and then left into 

McCreery’s field. Drivers from the 

Rathcoffey direction please drive into the 

parking field opposite Cribbin’s. Volunteer 

stewards will be there to help. 

Wherever you park please ensure that you 

lock your car and do not leave handbags or 

valuables exposed. We thank all drivers in 

anticipation of their co-operation. Please 

callto:0872239410
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come early as traffic builds towards Mass 

time. 

Mainham Cemetery Committee.        

                                      

CLANE I.C.A.                                                              

Our guild has resumed activities since early 

September  -making plans for future pro-

jects and competitions. However, sadness 

shrouded everything on learning of the 

death of  valued and respected member  -

Joe Mahony on September 26th. This good 

lady belied her ninety one years  -such a 

clear memory  -always alert and interested 

in whatever was in progress in I.C.A. mat-

ters. Her presence is greatly missed by all. 

Sincere sympathy is extended to her griev-

ing, caring family. May her vibrant soul rest 

in peace. 

A number of our members enjoyed a very 

interesting and enjoyable visit to ‘Open 

Day’ at the John Sullivan Centre on 

Wednesday September 27th. The facility is 

a credit to all concerned  -outdoor and in-

door. The dedicated staff, with patience and 

gentleness, encouraging the shining talent in 

the enthusiastic and diligent pupils, result-

ing in beautiful works of Art and Craft. 

Congratulations all around! This establish-

ment deserves every support. 

Again, it is time to thank sincerely all you 

generous people who supported our recent 

church gate collection, which goes towards 

funding the annual Senior Citizens Christ-

mas Party. Much appreciated!  Weren’t we 

lucky in this neck of the woods in escaping 

serious damage when Ophelia and Brian 

stormed through? But we must spare a 

thought for the many far less fortunate and 

hope they will receive all possible assis-

tance. 

For information on I.C.A. activities please 

contact Hon. Sec. Eileen O’Brien: 086-

3447803 

P.R.O. M. O’Connor. 

THE EVERGREENS 

Well its goodbye to awesome Autumn, the 

season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, 

with its rustic shades and hues, and we’re in 

the start of Winter  November. This is the 

month solely set aside to the Holy Souls. On 

November 1st –All Saints Day– we remem-

ber all those who have gone before us and 

feel a very special connection to them. In 

November we remember especially our 

loved ones who have gone. While they are 

always in our hearts and memories, this 

month is a particularly special time of pray-

er for our dear departed family members 

and friends. It is within our power to allevi-

ate the suffering souls with our prayers and 

other meritorious works. Of course we 

know that the Mass is the greatest form of 

prayer to help them. St. Padre Pio interced-

ed greatly, especially by his bearing of the 

Stigmata and his life of suffering, which he 

offered in union with the sufferings of Je-

sus, for the souls in Purgatory. The souls of 

the dead whom he often helped to release 

from Purgatory were frequent visitors to 

him during his 52 years in San Giovanni 

Rotondo. So we pray for our deceased and 

they will not forget us when our time 

comes. 

On behalf of the Evergreens I would like to 

offer our sincere and heartfelt condolences 

to the Mahony family on the death of Jo, 
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R.I.P. She surely was the most wonderful 

and extraordinary lady  -so gentle, helpful 

and kind  -the beauty of the latter would be 

hard to find. She was in the Evergreens 

since they started and she was one of the 

founding members. May her truly gentle 

soul rest in the  peace of Christ and may 

she enjoy the Beatific Vision. She’s going 

to be sorely missed. I lionta Dé go gcastar 

sinn. 

All activities, art and projects are going 

well in our Club so if there is anyone of 

you who would like to join you would real-

ly be very welcome along on Tuesdays at 

2.30pm. We have had a good number of 

newcomers this year so its great having 

them with us. Our annual collection has 

been held on 21st and 22nd Oct. Thank you 

to all who contributed. Your ongoing gen-

erosity is so very much appreciated. 

Ráth Dé ar gach éinne agus go neirí go geal 

libh. 

Maureen Spain (PRO)  

CLANE  ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY      

FESTIVAL, 2018 

 

 

Theme for the Clane St. Patrick's Day Fes-

tival, 2018 is THE  SWINGING   

60's.    The Festival will run from 9th - 19th 

March with something for  

everyone. 

 

Clane Christmas Cards are now in stock in 

the local shops.  Cards cost  

€4 for a packet of 6 and we hope you will 

agree that the cards are just  

fabulous this year.      Thanks to the West-

grove Hotel for sponsoring  

the cards.   Our contributors this year 

are:   John Egan, Mandy  

Connolly, Niamh Dunne, Paul Whelan, 

Dessie Boland and Emma Jane Leeson. 

 

We will be announcing our 2018 

GRAND  MARSHAL soon. 

 

Anyone is welcome to join our committee 

and get involved in the  

organising of the Festival.   New members 

are always welcome. 

 

 

We will hold our Annual Childline Break-

fast Week in Clane from 13th to  

19th November.       Please support this 

event.   All proceeds to ISPCC  

Childline. 

 

Mary Dunne 

Chairperson 

Clane St. Patrick's Day Festival 
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COMMUNITY COUNCIL AREA 

Anyone 18 years or over who is resident in the above area is eligible to nominate or be 

nominated to Clane Community Council. This includes nominating oneself.  Nomina-

tion Papers are available in Clane Post Office (by kind permission).  Nominations close 

at 6pm on Monday 4th December . Nominated persons will be contacted to confirm 

their consent. 

Nomination Papers available at Clane Post Office 
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CLANE COMMUNITY COUNCIL  

Term 2018 - 2019 

NOMINATION PAPER 

I,___________________________________, 
the above named, wish to nominate:- 

 

 

   _______________________________________________________ 
name of person being nominated as a member of Clane Community Council (This can 

be one’s self). 

 

 

  ________________________________________________________ 

Nominated person’s address and telephone number. 

 

 

  ________________________________________________________ 

PERSONS NOMINATED SHOULD BE 18 YEARS OR OVER AND RESI-

DENT WITHIN THE AREA NDICATED ON THE MAP. COMPLETED 

NOMINATION PAPERS SHOULD BE PLACED IN THE SPECIAL BOX FOR 

THE PURPOSE IN CLANE POST OFFICE.  NOMINATED PERSONS WILL 

BE  CONTACTED TO CONFIRM THEIR CONSENT. 
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CLANE WRITER PUBLISHES 

Local Clane Man Robbie Dunne is a free-

lance journalist. He is living in Madrid and 

works in the English Department at Diario 

AS. Since moving to Madrid a year ago, he 

has written a book entitled "Working Class 

Heroes".   It's about Madrid's Football team 

Rayo Vallecano which was founded in 

1924.  It contains a lot of Spanish History 

too. 

"Working Class Heroes" is the story of a 

writer who followed Los Vallecanos around 

for a year, learning from the fans about the 

football club and its chequered past.   This is 

the tale of a working-class neighbour-hood, 

its people's relationship with both their team 

and the outside world, and how they co-

exist. 

 

If you know Robbie and would like to read 

his book, please call 086 0619086 for a 

copy. You can also order online on Amazon 

or The Book Depository.  Book costs €9.95. 

CLANE GOLF CLUB                  

Notes for October 

As we approach the end of 2017 & with just 

two competitions left, the following are the 

top 15. 

GOLFER OF THE YEAR 2017 
Leader Board 
Top 15  
 
 

  

 

 

The Ladies Club joined with the Men’s 

Club to run a Golf Classic in aid of the Kil-

dare Branch of The Alzheimer Society of 

Ireland on 29th & 30th September. We had 

38 teams that entered in the event & thanks 

to the generosity of the golfing community, 

local & other businesses and the community 

of Clane, the sum of €13,500 was raised for 

this very worthy Charity & we would like to 

thank all of our sponsors and the members 

that helped in its organisation. 

 

The other main event in October was the 

Home Outing and the main prize winners 

were: 

First     - Robbie Reilly (6)  40 pts. 

Second- Ger Nevin (10)    37 pts. 

Third-     Brian Conlon (9) 37 pts. 

 

During the Summer we held a 9-hole Com-

petition Summer League: 

 First-  Jim Craughwell –      74 

points. 

 Second- Michael Cuddihy- 65 

NAMES TOTAL 

Brian Conlon 110 

Fintan Connolly 91 

Robbie Reilly 89 

Sam Reilly 85 

Michael Cuddihy 81 

Dec Mahony 79 

Ger Nevin 76 

John Carew 64 

Eamonn  Howlin 61 

Seamus Carew 60 

Tommy Carew 59 

James Coonan 59 

Paul Morrisey 55 

Diarmuid F Coonan 54 

Jim Craughwell 53 
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points. 

 Third-     Dec Mahony        - 50 

points. 

Upcoming events: 

The AGM will be held on Monday 5th De-

cember at 8.00 p.m. in the Village Inn. 

Any new members would be welcome to 

attend. 

Eamonn Howlin 

Secretary 

SAINT BRIGID’S CHAIR                     
AND THIMBLE 

The first documentation of the possible exist-
ence of a cromlech or dolmen at some stage 
in the townsland of Carrigeen at Clane was 
made by Canon Sherlock in Volume I, No.1 
of the Journal of the County Kildare Archae-
ological Society (JCKAS) in 1891. This 
mention was made in an article which he 
wrote under the title “Notes on the Parish of 
Clane”. The reference was by way of a short 
paragraph on p. 27 as follows:- 

 “There are few ancient remains in 
this district. Some forty or fifty years ago 
there existed what was called St. Brigid’s 
chair and thimble beside a stone said to bear 
the imprints of her feet, a little way above the 
head of the millrace at Clane, where there is 
now a disused quarry; but the stones were 
quarried a generation ago. I imagine from 
the description that it may have been an old 
cromlech. The well which sprung beside the 
chair, and was known as St. Brigid’s well, 
still sends a tiny flow to the river.” 

 The article was given a public reading 
by Canon Sherlock at Naas Town Hall on 
27th January 1892. The topic was raised 
again by Sherlock in Volume III, No.4, in 
1901. He was still Editor of the Journal and 
he raised the issue under “Notes”, p. 269:- 

 “---a few years ago a man living 
about a quarter of a mile above Clane, on 
the north side of the river, and close to the 
spot where the ancient ford crossed the Lif-
fey, pointed out a spring of water, which he 

said was called ‘St. Brigid’s Well’. He also 
said that some forty or fifty years ago there 
were two curious stones standing near the 
well, the larger of which was called ‘St. 
Brigid’s Chair’, and the other ‘St. Brigid’s 
Thimble’. These stones, situated near an out-
crop of limestone rock which was quarried 
for road-making, were, he said, both broken 
up to mend roads with by a man named Tyr-
rell, who never had any luck afterwards.---“ 

 To be comprehensive regarding refer-
ences by Canon Sherlock to this archaeologi-
cal feature the following quotation from Vol-
ume 4, No. 1, page 42 of JCKAS 1903 
should also be given:-  

 “There are entries in the years 1827, 
1828, 1829, and 1830, to the effect that the 
churchwardens were sworn before the Vicar 
to execute the duties of their office faithfully 
in respect of the parochial rates and assess-
ment, and the collection and management of 
the same. And in 1829 it is recorded that the 
churchwardens came before the curate of the 
parish and swore upon the Holy Evangelists 
to the accuracy of their accounts. I do not 
know when this custom was discontinued. It 
does not seem to have been very effectual, for 
the oath was taken many times by Abraham 
Tyrrell who, for a long succession of years, 
had been not only churchwarden, but con-
tractor, having a finger in every parochial 
pie, including the erection of the short-lived 
spire.  It was this same Abraham Tyrrell 
who, having a contract for repairing the 
road, sacrilegiously broke up St. Brigid’s 
Chair and Thimble, as recorded by me in a 
previous paper. Between 1810 and 1823 
£1,687 3s. 8d. had been paid to Mr. Tyrrell 
for repairs and improvements to the church.” 

 The Ordinance Survey maps covering 
the period 1837-1871 show symbols which 
may be interpreted as denoting St. Brigid’s 
Well and the “cromlech” (both no longer in 
existence). Neither symbol is given an identi-
fication. The symbol taken as denoting the 
well, a minute circle, is frequently used in 
this way. They are about 45feet apart and the 
well is in turn about 45 feet back from where 
the lane, which originally ran all the way to 
the weir, is now terminated at a gate. Even 
more interestingly the symbol which I am 
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taking as likely to be the “cromlech” is also 
shown on Taylor’s map of 1783, again with-
out identification. See attached maps. 

 In 1980 I happened to be talking to 
the late Joe and Mona Noonan in their home 
on the Millicent Road. I made some refer-
ence to the stones which Cannon Sherlock 
had referred to as St. Brigid’s Table and 
Thimble, lamenting the fact that they had 
been demolished over a hundred years ago, 
as mentioned by the Canon in his article. To 
my astonishment, both Joe and Mona as-
sured me that this information was not cor-
rect and that the stones had been present up 
until just a few years ago when the County 
Council had bulldozed them into the quarry 
when finally closing off what had been the 
County Dump for a number of years. Mona 
was most persuasive in her accounts of how 
she and other girls from the locality used in 
their schooldays sit in St. Brigid’s Chair and 
play a game of doing their sewing at the 
Table and Thimble. Mona described the 
Chair as having a back to it. From the Chair 
you could reach down to the Table which 
was a large altar-like stone on the ground 
and covered with moss. She referred to the 
stones as the “cárraigíns” with the correct 
Irish pronunciation of the initial á while she 
used the Anglicised pronunciation when 
speaking of the Townsland of Carrigeen. 
My curiosity was such that Joe undertook to 
walk up to the site with me and show me 
where it was.  

 Joe pointed out a location which 
slightly puzzled me. It was at the side of the 
lane at the entrance into the Quarry but tight 
over to the left by the gateway with a bank 
of earth behind it. A few months later one of 
the Harrington girls was home from Eng-
land and she and her sister, who lived in 
Prosperous, sent word to me that they would 
point out the location according to their 
memory of it. This turned out to be exactly 
where I later found it to be shown on the old 
maps. They too had played the same games 
as Mona had in their childhood. They could-
n’t believe it that the stones were gone. 
They were fully confident that they would 
be able to show them to me. 

 It would take Sherlock Homes to 
solve this one. Cannon Sherlock’s account 
of how a local man had “pointed out” the 
location is very convincing and the accusa-
tions made against Abraham Tyrrell are 
very specific and very telling. The Ordi-
nance Survey also stopped including the site 
after 1871. The Cannon also was a man who 
did his researches very thoroughly and a 
man of huge motivation and information. 
Likewise the local girls were very much 
drawn by these ancient relics and the tradi-
tions associated with them. While not ruling 
out the possibility that the stones did some-
how survive up until the 1970s it may be 
that locals had such value on them that they 
had them replaced at some stage from the 
nearby source. Another solution might be 
that the originals had been caused to disap-
pear by covering them over with soil for a 
period or that they might have been moved 
aside and later restored. We will never know 
but at least it is some consolation to be able 
to locate them on the older maps. 

 It is still puzzling why Cannon Sher-
lock makes no reference to these maps. 
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Taylor’s Map, 1783           
 The site of the Cromlech is 
represented by an oval immediately 
above the Q in the red box.  “Qr” of 
course indicates the quarry.   

O.S. Map of 1838 (below)   
 The Cromlech site is represent-
ed by the larger circle in the bottom- 
left of the red box. St. Brigid’s Well is 
represented by the small circle in the 
top-right of the red box. 
 The location is now part of the 
garden of a house constructed in re-
cent years. It was situated close to the 
lane (just inside the boundary hedge)  
-on a narrow strip which was not in-
terfered with in the quarrying process. 

A dolmen, is a type of single-
chamber megalithic tomb, usually 
consisting of three or more upright 
stones supporting a large flat horizon-
tal capstone (table). Most date from 

lithic period (4000 to 3000 BC). Dolmens were usually covered with earth to form a 
barrow, though in many cases that covering has weathered away, leaving only the stone 
"skeleton" of the burial mound intact. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megalithic_tomb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megalith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Megalith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tumulus
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 INVITATION TO NOMINATE                      
MEMBERS FOR 2017-2019.    Nomination 
Papers are available at Clane P.O. Please nomi-
nate someone. How about yourself? It is im-
portant to keep up the voluntary community input 
of the past 44 yrs.  Some of our achievements:- 

• Community Games commenced in 1974. 

• Clane’s first Public Library in 1974. 

• Church ruin (roofless since 1883) acquir-       

ed in 1974 and demolition of Tower averted 

• Le Chéile community magazine started in 

January 1974. Now on clanecommunity.ie 

• Village Green walled &Triangle built ‘75. 

• Tidy Towns commenced in 1975. 

• Piped TV first organized in 1975 

•Stream Park (Playground) purchased ‘75 

•Abbey Community Centre built 1983-85. 

•The 2 year Funding Scheme was extended a 

further 2 years to build the Evergreen  

  Centre, to stone wall the banks of the Stream 

and to pave and wall the Park.                   

•Purchase of old stables, which had been on 

the near side of the Stream, brought the total 

purchase price for the Stream Park to €10K                                                            

•In 1992 the old Sewage Plant at the Bridge  

was acquired. (It was blasted and cleared to 

create the Riverside Park & Walk in 1996) 

•In 1992 Clane Local Development was set up 
after a successful application for funds.       
•The Green by the footpath up the B’nagappa 
Road was developed in the 90s removing old 
hedges and fallen walls. 

• Extensive trees were planted in 80s/90s. 
• In 1995 CCC, on subscribing £18,000, re– 

ceived £96,000 to develop footpaths and 
parking in the Main Street. 

• In1999 the Fr. John Sullivan Monument 
(designed by Anthony Linden) was built.          
• In 2006 the Garden of Remembrance was   
developed in the Abbey Grounds.                      
• In 2013 the Abbey Tower was flood  lit  and a 
plaque was unveiled on the Green to mark  the 
40 Anniversary of CCC.      

 
•In 2008 the Abbey Cemetery Committee    
erected signage to mark the Friary’s 750  

 years. Other works include new gates, a cano-
py to protect the altar, repairs to boundary 
walls and ruins conservation with barrier 
removal. 

•Tidy Towns won Bronze Medals in      
‘14/’15 /’16 and ’17                                

• Heritage Signs were erected in 2015.  
• In 2016 the old Fair Green outside the         
Abbey was restored.                                            
• In ‘16 /’17: works to stage &Abbey interior.   

 
  

KEEP THE GOOD WORK GOING!             

                        

CLANE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Established 1973 


