
  

 

Community Magazine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
September 2017    No. 357 



2 

 

EDITORIAL 
 

We are back after our usual two months 
summer break, and we welcome readers 
to another season of Le Chéile. Since 
going on the Internet we now target the 
first of each month as our publication 
date; previously it was the first Sunday. 
Our deadline will in future be the Mon-
day which comes closest to giving us a 
week to prepare the issue. We welcome 
suggestions and new ideas from mem-
bers of the public, letters of topical inter-
est etc. Community interest is the quali-
fying requirement. As regards our Inter-
net experience, it is encouraging to see 
the number of strikes being made by 
people in making access; the general 
comments are also encouraging, as are 
reports of people printing out their own 
hard copies, etc. Be aware that you can 
also access previous copies, starting 
with February 2014. 

 The Tidy Towns season comes to 
an end on the last day of August and the 
results are usually published in the first 
few days of September. As usual we will 
carry the official adjudication for Clane 
in our October issue. A very creditable 
effort was made once again.  

CLANE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
NOMINATIONS 

Clane Community Council was founded 
in 1973 and will complete 22 terms, 
each of two years, or a total of 44, this 
December.  The renewal process, which 
will take the Community Council for-
ward for another two year term, com-
mences in October and will take us up to 
2019. Nomination Papers will be availa-
ble in Clane Post Office, by kind per-
mission.  

 We urge everyone, 18 years or 
over to nominate someone to carry for-
ward the good work, how about your-
self?              You will find a brief sum-

mary of the works undertaken by Clane 
Community Council since its formation 
on page 4. 

CALENDAR 

Monday 4th September                                            

Monthly meeting (returning after Jul./Aug. 

break) of Clane Community Council will be 

held in the Evergreens’ Room of the Abbey 

Community Centre at 8pm.                   

Thursday 7th September                        

Meeting of I.C.A. in Kare Centre, Dublin 

Road (8pm.).                                   See p. 10                    

Wednesday 13th September                         

Clane Local History Group will host a talk 

by John McLoughlin “The Workhouse in 

Birr” in Clane GAA Centre, commencing at 

8.00pm.                                             See p. 8          

Wednesday 27th September                

OPEN DAY  at John Sullivan Centre. 11am 

to 2pm.                                              See p. 3 

 

COMMUNITY GAMES                 

NATIONAL FINALS 

On account of the overlap in the timing 

of the National Finals and the deadline 

for submissions for the September issue 

of Le Chéile, we regret that we have had 

to leave our report on the National Fi-

nals until October. 

EDITOR’S DEADLINE 

The deadline for receipt of material for the  
 October issue of Le Chéile is   

Monday 25th September                     

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: margaretmcevoy1@eircom.net 

Web site: www.clanecommunity.ie 
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JOHN SULLIVAN CENTRE 
COMMUNITY OPEN DAY 

   INVITATION 

Title: IWA John Sullivan Centre 
Community Open Day 

Date: Wednesday 27th September 
2017.     

Location: John Sullivan Resource 
Centre, Ballinagappa Road, Clane, 
Co. Kildare. 

Time: 11am – 2pm. 

Description:  

We would like to invite the Commu-
nity Groups and Local Businesses 
in Clane to come into the Centre to 
see a variety of work that goes on 
within the Centre. We would like 
that other community groups could 
share with us the work that they do, 
and possibly form new community 
links for adults living with physical 
disabilities. We are very keen to 
support a more inclusive communi-
ty that promotes integration and 
possibly form new partnerships 
within the local community. 

Contact: Helen O’ Connor/Eileen 
O’Brien 045861346 

WORKS UNDERTAKEN BY 
CLANE COMMUNITY COUN-
CIL IN THE PAST 42 YEARS 

It is difficult now to imagine the degree 
of dereliction which existed on most of 

the six approaches to the village in 
1973. There was a broken down and 
abandoned horsebox in the middle of 
the road where the triangle at the en-
trance to the Millicent Road is now lo-
cated, with high weeds and grass grow-
ing up through it. There were stables in 
the paved area on the near side of the 
Stream. It is now of course part of the 
Stream Park and is surrounded by a low 
stone wall. A heap of horse manure 
came out to the road’s edge on the near 
side of the Millicent Road Bridge. The 
Village Green sloped out to the very 
edge of the road where the bus to Naas 
now stops. One of our earliest undertak-
ings was to trim this area back to make 
room for the present footpath and to 
surround the Green with the present low 
stone wall at soil level. This work was 
undertaken in the spring of ’75 with the 
help of Johnny Connolly, who supplied 
a tradesman at cost. With the guidance 
of the Area Engineer, we inserted 70 
odd kerbs and developed the Triangle 
with the help of Mick Maloney. The 
central raised bed was done in more 
recent years by Matt Hayes and the Ti-
dy Towns Committee. It was only with 
the advent of the traffic lights that the 
slip road was closed off.  

 Over the years the laying of kerbs 
and planting of lawns were undertaken 
in similar abandoned areas on the 
Ballinagappa Road –past the front of 
the Health Centre and out the left hand 
side to where the roadside bank and 
hedge begins. Also on the right hand 
side of the College Road, in front of the 
bungalows, up the hill towards Byrne’s 
garage. In the former case the grass was 
later overlaid by a footpath. In later 
years the lawned area extending out the 
Ballinagappa Road after the shops was 
likewise developed by the Community 
Council and involved the removal of 
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stretches of old roadside hedge and a 
fallen stone wall. This was grant assist-
ed by K.E.L.T.  

 Sixty tons of crushed stone were 
applied by way of emergency repairs to 
that section of the Capdoo Lane which 
is accessed off the College Road. This 
was followed up by an application to 
the Department of the Environment for 
a Rural Improvement Scheme. This was 
granted, enabling the lane to be tarred 
and taken in charge by the County 
Council.  

 Archdeacon Handy, who was an 
elected member of our first committee, 
informed us in March ’74 that the Ab-
bey Bell Tower had been condemned by 
the C. of I. architect and that it would 
have to be demolished if urgent works 
were not undertaken. He informed us 
that the Church Body favoured handing 
over the old ruins, which had been roof-
less since 1883, to the community for a 
very nominal fee, if these works could 
be organized, rather than accept an al-
ternative offer to lower the tower to roof 
level and convert the building into sta-
bles. The transfer was made in August 
‘74. Scaffolding was erected and with 
assistance from the late John O’Con-
nell, who supplied skilled tradesmen at 
cost, the work was completed on the 
tower within about a week, costing 
£1,300 in all. With this secured, the gate 
was securely locked to exclude intru-
sion of animals which had already dam-
aged and flattened the majority of its 
headstones. It was to remain like this 
for the next decade or so until an AnCo 
Scheme was established and the neces-
sary finance secured, which was to ena-
ble us to reconstruct the old ruins as a 
Community Centre. A notice was 
placed in the national papers signifying 
the intention to remove the fallen head-
stones to the peripheral wall. There 

were no objections. The graveyard had 
been officially closed in 1915 when that 
on the Sallins Road was opened. 

 Repeated applications were made 
for Clane to be provided with its first 
Public Library but to no avail as no suit-
able premises was available. A premises 
was proposed on the College Road adja-
cent to the old Hall and was ready for 
the agreed date of April ’74. It was Sep-
tember before the Library Service was 
ready to move in. The concessionary 
rent was £7.50 per week. It was regard-
ed as a great achievement locally. The 
library is still in Clane 41 years on, 
though in a different premises.  

 Progress was being made on 
many fronts: In combination with 
Rathcoffey we made our first entry into 
Community Games in July ’74, winning 
3 gold, 7 silver and 1 bronze in Kildare. 
We entered the Tidy Towns Competi-
tion in ’75. A number of the worst dere-
lict areas had been sorted at this stage. 
Tree planting was carried out at a num-
ber of locations in March. Numerous 
dumping sites were cleaned up along 
country roads and a number of litter 
bins made from inverted metal barrels 
were located around the village. There 
were community clean-ups on Tuesday 
evenings and at 7.30 on Sunday morn-
ings for 10 weeks in a row. The latter 
were led by Pat Larkin and Joe Lyons. 
On our first year we won Best New En-
try in our population category of 501-
1,500, coming 20th Nationally. We were 
awarded a Cert and a prize of £100. 
 The village had grown a phenom-
enal 100% in just five years. In the au-
tumn of ’75 a survey was carried out to 
establish if there was interest in piped 
T.V. amongst the centrally located 
houses. 86% expressed an interest. We 
failed to gain the interest of any of the 
major providers. Our Secretary Joe Ly-
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ons managed to persuade the Dept. of 
Posts and Telegraphs to waive the 
requirement of our having to get a 
contractor to erect a temporary aerial 
and perform a signal test at a fee of 
£300. As a small community close to 
Dublin we were given a licence. Raf-
ferty in Naas was then approached 
and offered a site for an aerial on Pad-
dy Woods’ ground beside the Hall. 
The system was set up to general sat-
isfaction. It was sold on at least twice 
since but continues to the present day.  

 In Christmas week ’75 Nancy’s 
Lane was reopened, having been 
closed by dumping and totally over-
grown for more than 20 years. The 
job cost £56 in lorry and machinery 
hire. The December Meeting ap-
proved the purchase of ¾ acre along 
the Stream at the Naas Road entrance 
to the village from the owner Jim 
Cash for £2,900. It had been proposed 
as a site for warehouses but our inter-
vention secured it as a public park. In 
the Tidy Towns report for ’76 we 
were complemented for our actions in 
acquiring the Stream Park -it is now 
of course the Children’s Playground- 
and for the improved appearance of 
the Bell Tower. We were advanced to 
9th  place Nationally! 

 In February 1983 Le Chéile 
(commenced in January 1974) an-
nounced the approval of a 2 year An-
Co. project to re-roof the old C. of I. 
ruins (roofless since 1883), on the site 
of the early Christian Abbey, as a 
Community Centre. Work com-
menced in June ‘83 and was complet-
ed and officially opened on 31st 
March 1985. Three phase electricity 
and new seating were to be installed 
over a decade later. The 2 year period 
of the AnCo scheme was extended to 
take on other projects, including the 

building of the Evergreen Centre, the 
walling of the Stream and the devel-
opment of the low stone wall which 
surrounds that section of the Stream 
Park on the near side of the Stream 
and the building of the original Fr. 
John Sullivan Memorial Fountain on 
the corner opposite Manzors’ Car 
Park. There had been a block of sta-
bles on the last part of the Park to be 
purchased, bringing the total cost to 
just under £10,000 for both.   
 In January 1992 the Clane Ru-
ral Development Action Team was set 
up by the Community Council and an 
application was made to the Depart-
ment of Agriculture for a Technical 
Assistance Grant. We were awarded 
£10,000. A plan was drawn up with 
assistance from NUI Maynooth and it 
was approved in December 1993 for 
£150,000. It was conditioned that 
£50,000 of this would be given as an  
economic stimulus to the Allenwood 
area, where ESB power generation 
had shut down and peat produced in 
the area no longer had an outlet. We 
were called upon to assist in setting 
up a community group in the N.W.K. 
area, extending out to Edenderry and 
back to Johnstown, Kilcock, Clane 
and Robertstown. 
 Clane Local Development, a 
limited not-for-profit company was 
set up. Its first office was in the Old 
Convent School in The Main Street. It 
purchased a site in Clane Business 
Park and set up its offices there fol-
lowed by Enterprise Units, with  on-
going  fund raising through Mayor of 
Clane and other projects.  
 At the Community Council 
A.G.M. in January 1991 Noel Corri-
gan (Chairman ‘90/’91/’92) reported 
that £11,942 had been made that year 
in the draw. In addition we had re-
ceived an award of £1,000 sponsored 
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by the Bank of Ireland and Farmers 
Journal and to top it all £5,000 in Na-
tional Lottery funding. As a result our 
bank debt was reduced from £21,000 to 
£6,963. On other fronts we came 2nd in 
Ireland to Malahide in our Tidy Towns 
population category of 1,500 – 3,000 
and 100 poplar trees had been planted 
inside the roadside wall of the Nuns’ 
Field leading out the Prosperous Road 
opposite Liffey Lawns. This had been 
done to mark our twinning with 
Bremont in France.  
 At the A.G.M. in January 1996 it 
was reported that in 1995, to mark the 
150th anniversary of the Great Famine 
an in-calf heifer at a cost of £150 was 
sponsored through Bothar for sending to 
Africa. The following year £1,500 was 
raised in a church gate collection for 
Bothar to send goats to Uganda.  

 The same year we received a 
grant of £5,000 from Clane Local De-
velopment Ltd. (C.L.D.) towards devel-
opment of the Riverside Park, where we 
had already spent £6,000 in blasting and 
removing the mass concrete Sewage 
Plant. The area was cleared and planted 
with natural wood-land and is maturing 
nicely. It has subsequently been fitted 
out with signage highlighting the wild-
life, plant and animal, which may be 
seen along the approximately one mile 
of riverside walk which it leads to.                      
 Also in 1995 Clane Community 
Council applied for and received a Ru-
ral Improvement Scheme from the 
Dept. of the Environment for £96,000, 
of which £18,000 had to be committed 
to by ourselves, to develop footpaths 
and parking areas on the west side of 
the Main Street. The footpath on the 
opposite side had been provided just a 
few years previously. There had previ-
ously been no footpaths on either side 
of the Street! 

 In brief, other works undertaken 
included: the re-sighting of the Fr. John 
Sullivan memorial from the Centra 
frontage (corner opposite Manzors’) to 
the Village Green in 2000, the develop-
ment of the Garden of Remembrance 
within the walls at the Abbey Commu-
nity Centre, the Floodlighting of the 
Tower and the Heritage Signage Pro-
ject.  Most recently the restoration of 
the Village Green, to the front of the 
Abbey Community Centre. This had 
long been the site where four Fairs were 
held throughout the year  –this and an 
area extending across the road to the 
pub on the far side, including what is 
now the Triangle.  

 Works undertaken by the Abbey 
Cemetery Committee include: Signage 
to commemorate the 750th Anniversary 
of the Franciscan Friary, New Gates to 
the Cemetery and Protective Screening 
for the Altar,   -with much appreciated 
assistance from Joe Horan-. In 2014, 
under a grant from the Built Heritage 
Jobs Leverage Scheme, the Dept. of 
Arts Heritage and the Gaeltacht, Kildare 
County Council and the Abbey Grave-
yard Committee have contributed equal-
ly to works to stabilise the southern Fri-
ary wall, making it possible to remove 
the protective screening which had been 
there for so many years. We will contin-
ue to seek Leader Funding, when it 
again becomes available, to extend this 
effort to the entire structure. 

 We would strongly encourage 
people to get involved in the Commu-
nity Council and its sub-committees 
so as to give continuity into the future 
to undertakings such as those listed 
above. A successful community works 
together and provides for its many 
needs. Nominate someone come Octo-
ber. How about yourself? 
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CLANE GOLF CLUB 

The months of June, July & August 

are the busiest months of the golfing 

calendar year. 

The first main competition of the 

Summer was the Vice-Captain’s 

(William Lacey) 18-hole Competi-

tion on Sunday 11th June & the main 

prize winners were as follows: 

Winner: Lloyd Bracken (19)  41 
points. (last 9) 
Second: Lar Blanchfield (17) 41 
points (last 9) 
Third    : Paul Morrissey (18) 41 
points. 
Gross   :  Tommy Carew (9)  77. 
 

The first Major Competition of the 

year was the President’s (Diarmuid 

F. Coonan) Competition on the 

weekend of 2nd of July and this was 

played over 36 holes. 

The main prize winners were: 
Winner:   Brian Conlon (10)               
132 
Second:   Michael Connolly (17)        
133 
Third    :   Pa Connolly (17)                  
133 (last 18) 
Gross   : Robbie Reilly (5)                     
152 
Past Presidents: Chris Brogan (21)     
135 
 
The fnal Major of the year was held 
on the weekend of 29th July:  the 
Captain’s (John McAndrew) Com-
petition and the main prize winners 
were: 
Winner  :    Pat McDonnell (13)          
128 
Second  :    Fintan Connolly (17)         

129 
Third     :     Robbie Reilly     (6)            
130   (last 18) 
Gross    :     Niall Bryan         (6)            
143 
Past Captain’s: Diarmuid F. Coonan 
(15)  131. 
 
The other main competitions which 
concluded during July & these were 
the Club 9 Hole Match play & 18 
Hole Match 
 Play Competitions. For the second 
year running, Dermot Maguire won 
the 9 Hole Match play & he beat Vice
-Captain, 
 William Lacey in the final. 
 
In the 18 Hole Match play Declan 
Mahony beat James Brady in a very 
closely contested match in the final. 
 
Congratulation to Winners & Runners
-up. 
 
The other main Competition Winners 
during the Summer were: 
*The Tony Carew Memorial Shield 
on w/end of 15th July was won by Ger 
Nevin (11) with 42 points & Sean 
Brilly (14) was Second. 
*The Autumn Medal Competition 
was won by James Coonan (6) with a 
net 64 & Second was Jim Craughwell 
With 64, being beaten on the last 3 
holes. 
 
Main Coming Events: 
 
The Ladies & Gents are joining 
forces to run a Golf Classic in aid of 
the Kildare Branch of the Alz-
heimer Society on  
Friday 29th & Saturday 30th Sep-
tember- a Four Person Scramble. A 
time sheet will be posted on the No-
tice Board,  
But Contacts for a place on the 
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Time Sheet, are: 
 
- Austin Daly -        087- 812 6282 
- Maurice Byrne – 086-812 9580 
- Eamonn Howlin- 087-121 5396 
 
Any sponsorship of a team or tee 
would be most welcome. We shall also 
be running a Raffle, so sponsorship of 
a  
prize for this would be equally wel-
come. 
 
We are holding our last Away Outing 
at Newbridge G.C. on Saturday 16th 
September. Tee time from 11.00 a.m. 
See Notice Board. 
 
Eamonn Howlin 
Secretary 
 

 
CLANE TENNIS CLUB  

Clane Tennis Club has had a very busy 
summer 

with all 5 courts being used for over 10 
hours each day. 

The annual Business House Tournament 
had 22 teams participating in June and 
followed with our very successful Sum-
mer Camp in July and August which 
was attended by over 80 juniors and 
finished up on Sat. 26th. with presenta-
tion function for all. 

 Many thanks to Organiser Mick Hen-
nessy and supervisors who has done 
tremendous work. 

Club Championship commences Wed. 
3oth. Aug from 7.30pm each evening 
and finals on Sat. 16th. Sept. 

We had 2 teams entered in the new Kil-
dare League and reached the final 
against a very strong Athy team who 
won 2 matches to 1. 

Six teams are entered for the Dublin 
Floodlight league and wish all the best 
of luck. 

Our membership has seen a big increase 
in juniors and seniors which is good for 
the future plans of the club. 

We will know early Sept. if  successful 
with our application for Sports Capital 
Funding as 3 of our courts are in a very 
bad condition and need to be resurfaced 
immediately to avoid serious injuries to 
our players.  

Coaching continues under Junior Ritch-
ie Mahony -086 6051005.  

Special half year membership now 
available to end March 2018, applica-
tion forms in clubhouse.  Call any Tues-
day evening from 7.30p.m. We wel-
come all new members, both young and 
not so young to come along and see our 
facilities. Coaching available. Further 
details on facebook. 

 

CLANE LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP TALKS 2017 / 2018 

 

Wed.  September 13th 2017                         
“The workhouse in Birr”.                    
John McLoughlin. 

Wed.  October 11th 2017                               
“The archaeology of the Sallins by-
pass”  Noel Dunne.  

Wed. November 8th 2017                               
“The High Crosses at Castledermot”             
Brendan Cullen. 

Wed. January 10th 2018                                                  
“The construction of the Grand Ca-
nal locally”                                                                        
Jim Heffernan. 

Wed.  February 14th 2018                                                        
“A.E.  Russell”                                                                
Jimmy Conway (Guest Speaker)                                  
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Wed. March 14th 2018                                                 
“Clongowes Wood Archives”                                            
Margaret Doyle 

Wed. April 11th 2018                                                            
Launch of the 2018 (seventh edition)                                         
of Coiseanna 

 

Talks will be held in Clane’s GAA 
Centre and will commence at 8.00 p.m.                           
Subject to circumstances,  C.L.H.G.  
Reserve the right to alter the above list.  
As usual there is no entrance fee and all 
are very welcome.    

 

CLANE  ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY  
    FESTIVAL, 2018 

Theme for the Clane St. Patrick's Day 
Festival, 2018 is THE SWINGING 
60’s. Plans are well underway for the 
Festival. 
 
Diary Dates: 

KILFENORA CEILI BAND will per-
form in CLANE  GAA on Friday 16th 
March. 
 
Our AWARDS CEREMONY will take 
place on SUNDAY 18th March and 
will include a NIGHT OF 60'S  music. 
 
Our  2018 Christmas Cards are in pro-
gress and will be available to purchase 
soon.   Lovely selection this year and 
well worth purchasing to send to loved 
ones away from home at the Festive 
Season. 
 
We will be announcing our 2018 
GRAND  MARSHAL in the coming 
months.                                                    
Anyone is welcome to join our com-
mittee and get involved in the organis-
ing of the Festival. New members are 
always welcome. 

 
Lots more information to follow. 

 
Mary Dunne, Chairperson, 

Clane St. Patrick's Day Festival 

 

CLANE MUSICAL & DRA-
MATIC SOCIETY  

 
It's been a very busy summer for the 
society. Thanks are due to all who 
sponsored our table quiz held on Friday 
25th of August in Jas Manzors. Fantas-
tic turnout with 13 tables in total and 
the winning team hailing from Prosper-
ous Dramatic Society. 
 
Youth Workshop  
 
We will be holding a youth workshop 
on the 2nd and 3rd of September, from 
10am - 3pm each day, for ages 13-18 in 
the Abbey. Robert Gallagher and Ellie 
Casey will concentrate on drama and 
dance, giving away a few tips and 
tricks. Please email clanemusicalsocie-
ty@gmail.com to book your place now 
- fee €50.00 total.  

Open Night 
 
Please come along to the Abbey on 
Tuesday 19th September at 8pm to hear 
all the exciting events the society have 
planned for the coming year, including 

mailto:clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com
mailto:clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com
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Plays, Pantomime, Santa in the Abbey 
and our 2018 Musical- Calamity Jane. 
New members are always welcome. 
 
Plays 
Robert Gallagher is our director for this 
years plays. The plays will run on the 
29th and 30th of September in the Ab-
bey. 
 
“The Crying Dame” by Damin Trasler - 
A regular committee meeting of the 
Southern Sudbury-Regis Drama Club is 
rudely interrupted by one of the society 
members who has some strong ideas 
about the next pantomime. Little do 
they know just how far he is prepared to 
go! 
 
Cast: 
Martin Fahy 
Ciaran Lalor 
Mel McGarr 
Ray Donoghoe 
Louise Tierney  
Sarah Houlihan 
 
"After the Fete" by Joan Greening - The 
ladies of the village book club have 
gathered to discuss Neville Shute's 'On 
The Beach'. Some of the members have 
not read the book and others seem more 
interested in discussing (or rather gos-
siping) about people and events in the 
village which will spill over into the 
meeting 
 
Cast: 
Sadie O'Reilly  
Elaine Moore-O'Donohoe 
Sarah Flynn 
Caroline Hodson 
Pauline Hoban 
 
We are looking forward to our new 
2017 / 2018 season. If you wish to con-
tact any member please do by email to 

clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com 
Remember you  can also follow CMDS 
on Facebook @ClaneMS and Twitter 
@CMDS1983 

I.C.A. 

It is that time of year again, when we 
say farewell to Summer and welcome 
the mellow days of Autumn, once more. 
The holidays are over  and  it means 
new challenges for so many and a return 
to “the usual” for others. Our guild took 
a break in June and concluded activities 
with a lovely social evening in the 
Stone Haven Restaurant in Maynooth, 
which everyone thoroughly enjoyed.  

So, -it’s back to basics. First meeting of 
“new term”  -Thursday September 7th: 
Kare Centre, Dublin Road (8pm.). 

We wish students, of all ages and stag-
es, every success in their future endeav-
ours. 

For information on I.C.A. matters, 
please contact  Hon. Sec. Eileen O’Bri-
en 086.3447803 

P.R.O. M. O’Connor. 

CLANE COMMUNITY COUN-
CIL 

Friday 25th August was the day of 
Clane Community Council's Golf Clas-
sic in Knockanally and  many prayers 

mailto:clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com
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were offered for a better day than last 
year in Millicent! Indeed it was so and 
Knockanally, the day before Jack 
Kinsella's Captain's Prize, was in ter-
rific condition. So excuses were few 
for poor scorecards, though some of 
us managed that difficult task. 
As so often over many years,the day 
was generously sponsored by Nellie 
Dillon's Larchfield Park Nursing 
Home .This year we had the super 
bonus of Seamus Manzor's Village 
Inn coming in with a substantial dona-
tion as support sponsor. The people 
and businesses of Clane and sur-
rounds were once again great in their 
support of Clane Community Coun-
cil's only fundraiser of the year. It 
consistently raises between €4,000 
and €5,000 and this year is no excep-
tion with the final figure likely to be 
in the mid to upper end of that range. 
This goes a long way to covering the 
Council's annual running costs. 

It was a 3 player Rumble with 2 
scores to count on every hole. The 
winners -  Captain Jack Kinsella's 
team- came in with 83 points. He, 
John Glynn and  Tom Nolan won 
magnificent hampers sponsored by 
Larchfield Park. Jack also came away 
with Joe Campbell's Tyres prize for 
longest drive, making it a good Cap-
tain's weekend for him! 
Second, with 81 points, was Con 
Quirke's team of himself, wife There-
sa and Sonia O'Sullivan for whom 6 
dinners  with wine were donated by 
Bombay Bistro and Larchfield Park. 
Clane Men's Golf Club, regulars on 
the podium, took 3rd- a dinner with 
wine for John McAndrew (another 
Captain!) and his team in Assaggio 
Restaurant, generously donated by 
the Westgrove Hotel . Fourth prize 
went to Phil McCormack- another 

regular prize winner- who shares a 
Glanbia hamper with his 
team. Nearest the Pin, at an unchal-
lenged 27 inches, was Ollie McCar-
thy, who picked up a nice meal 
voucher courtesy of Zest. 
We must thank Doolan's Londis who 
once again supplied the important 
sustenance of the Goodie Bags for 
every golfer on the day. Many thanks 
Dan, Marion and Niall! 

The organising Committee of Tom 
Cleary, Des Marron and Jack Kinsella 
deserve many, many thanks for their 
hard work -and also my wife Jeanette 
for manning the desk. Knockanally 
were most accomodating, helping to 
make the day run smoothly. 

Other Teams: Larchfield Park ,Pat 
Fadden, Clane Parish, Mike Beetle-
stone, Clane Action Group, Tom 
Cleary, Kit Grogan, Brian Manning, 
Andy Sharkey, Des Drumm, Millicent 
Men's Club, Pauric Jordan, Des Mar-
ron, Paul Reilly, Dan Doolan, Aerial 
Platform Hire, Condron's Supervalu. 

Hole Sponsors: Zest, Glanbia, AIB, 
Hughes Pharmacy, Clancy's Pharma-
cy, Brady Auctioneers, Woods Medi-
cal Centre, PJ Wallace, Tom Gough, 
Paul McCormack Insurances, Donal 
Curran, Liam Young, Power Food 
Technology, Bob and Kate's, Granite 
Concepts, Centra Clane, Sean & Car-
mel Kealy, Macari's, Clane Providers, 
Dr F.X Flanagan, An Tea-Que Coffee 
Shop, Jas. Wall Solicitors 

Des Drumm, Clane Community 
Council 

“Death on the Roadside” 
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INQUEST AT MAINHAM  

Extremely sad circumstances attend-
ing the death of an old itinerant musi-
cian named James Kirshaw were re-
lated at an inquest held at Mainham 
on Monday last by Dr. Cosgrove, Cor-
oner for North Kildare.                             

[ This article is from a newspaper 
cutting which was passed on to me 
with no identification of the source or 
the date. It has many points of inter-
est, including:                                       
1. mention of Fr. John Sullivan,         
2.  Reference  to an R.I.C. Sergeant, 
James Dufficy who was based in 
Clane at the time,                                                
3. Reference to a lady who apparently 
ran a lodging house for tramps. . . .] 

 The deceased, who earned his 
sustenance by wandering from door to 
door performing on an old violin of a 
rather unique make, was a well-
known figure in the districts around, 
and possessed a number of sobriquets. 
He was aged about 50 years and was 
said to be of an eccentric disposition. 
The inquest was held on the licenced 
premises of Mr. Fennell.  [The Royal 
Oak]  The evidence of Sergt. James 
Dufficy, Clane, went to show that on 
the previous morning a man named 
James Maguire, of Mountarmstrong, 
reported st the barrack that he had 
found the deceased in a state of col-
lapse on the roadside at Castlebrown. 
Witness went there immediately and 
found the deceased struggling in an 
epileptic fit and unconscious. He ap-
plied first aid, which was unavailing, 
and the man expired soon after. Wit-
ness applied artificial respiration for 
an hour, which was also of no avail. 
Rev. Father O’Sullivan, S.J., 
Clongoweswood College arrived in 

the meantime and was with deceased 
in the last moments, death taking 
place before medical assistance was 
available. Witness had the body re-
moved to the licenced premises.  

 What seemed rather a coinci-
dence was revealed in the sergeant’s 
statement that it was only on the pre-
vious night he ascertained deceased’s 
name when in conversation with him 
in a lodging-house in Clane, the wit-
ness’s duty in making his usual in-
spection taking him there. The con-
versation also turned on religious mat-
ters, and deceased told the sergeant he 
was a Roman Catholic. Witness saw 
the deceased leaving the lodging-
house on the following morning. 

 The evidence of Mrs. Maher, 
lodging-house keeper, Clane, was to 
the effect that deceased lodged in her 
house on Saturday night and left on 
Sunday morning, having taken a 
hearty breakfast. On the previous 
Thursday night and on a number of 
occasions previously she had seen 
deceased suffering from fits. When he 
left on Sunday morning there was 
nothing unusual in his appearance. 

           Dr. M. J. O’Grady, medical 
officer of Clane dispensary district, 
deposed he examined he examined the 
body superficially, and in his opinion 
death was due to heart failure follow-
ing an epileptic fit. 

 The verdict of the jury was in 
accordance with the doctor’s evi-
dence. In the evening the internment 
was carried out in Mainham grave-
yard under the supervision of Mr. J. 
Caulfield, R.O.” 


