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                  EDITORIAL   

As the days lengthen and the weather im-
prove a certain optimism sneaks into our 
daily lives which can result in making a start 
with the gardening, maybe checking that the 
bicycle is fit for the road or whatever. Com-
munity activities pick up in a similar man-
ner. Tidy Towns, Community Games, the 
Saint Patrick’s Day Parade, rehearsals for a 
new Musical become the order of the day. 
2005 saw CMDS’s 26th production!  

 2005 saw Clane’s first ever St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade. This was a huge step into 
the unknown. It brings very large numbers 
together in one giant co-operative effort and 
requires that every detail and every eventual-
ity be anticipated in advance and provided 
for through painstaking communications and 
detailed co-operation with a wide range of 
authorities, ranging from the Garda to the 
Fire and Emergency Services and all those 
who contribute to the entertainment and the 
spectacle of the occasion.   

 

 

CALENDAR                       

Friday 10th March                                  
Table Quiz in Manzors Village Inn: Opening 
Night to St. Patrick’s Day Festival.   See p. 8 
Saturday 11th March             
Crafting at Florence & Milly’s, Prosperous 
Road. (opp. Clane Hospital) from12-4pm.                                                    
TECHCREATE, Clane Business Park  -3pm      
                                                 See p. 8 
Sunday 12th March                                    
“A Little Bit of Clane” 12-6pm.  The West-
grove Hotel. A showcase of local produce, 
local activities and “All Things Clane”    
 The Moon and Sixpence Puppet The-
atre present Red Riding Hood. Shows at 
2.30pm and 4pm.                               See p. 9                                   
Monday 13th March  Parade Information 
Evening at Clane GAA –8pm. It is important 
that all Float entrants attend this event. Re-
freshments served.                              See p.9 
Tuesday 14th March                             
Book Club Evening in The Westgrove Hotel 
Library. Cheese and Wine reception at 7pm. 
Some great authors will be in attendance. All 

are welcome and admission is free.               
Wednesday 15th March                    
Clane Local History Group will present a 
talk by Pat Given entitled  “Firmount 
House  and the Red Cross Initiative” in 
Clane GAA Club, Prosperous Road, Clane at 
8pm. Adm. is free and all are welcome.      
See p.6  

Wednesday 15th March                        
Make a Monster Bookmark Workshop  -
Clane Library from 3-4pm with storyteller 
Sarah Murphy. Ages 7-10. Advance book-
ings essential.                                   See p. 9 
TECHCREATE, Clane Business Park  -
3pm.     Free Laser cutting and 3D printing 
workshop. Everyone gets a laser cut book-
mark and 3D printed Bugz clip. Adults and 
children 6+. Booking required, 10 places. 
Call 045 834224.                                               
Friday 17th March                                 
Parade at 3pm.  Parade starts at Maxol Gar-
age, Celbridge Road and finishes at Clane 
GAA, Prosperous Road. Entertainment on 
the Street from 2pm. Road closures on the 
day. Come early and leave the car at home if 
you can!!                                                 
Monday 27th March    
Monthly meeting of Clane Community 
Council in the Abbey Community Centre at 
8pm.                                                        
Saturday 18th March                             
Parade Awards Night in The Westgrove 
Hotel at 7.30pm. All are welcome. Refresh-
ments served.         

                             

                              

EDITOR’S DEADLINE 

The deadline for receipt of material for the  
April  issue of Le Chéile is   

Monday 27th March                      

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: margaretmcevoy1@eircom.net 

Web site: www.clanecommunity.ie 
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ST. AILBE and Clane Monastery      
     By Tony McEvoy 

 The early Christian Abbey in Clane 
was founded by Saint Ailbe who was Bish-
op of Emily in the modern county of Tip-
perary. It is said that he and a number of 
fellow bishops, including Declan of 
Ardmore, Ciarán of Saighir  and Ibar of 
Begerin, were among those already preach-
ing Christianity in Ireland when Pope Cel-
estine ordained Palladius, a deacon from 
Gaul, as bishop and sent, him to Ireland in 
431 “to minister to the Irish believing in 
Christ”. It has been said that Celistine’s 
concern was more to prevent the spread of 
the Pelagian heresy to practicing Christians 
in Ireland than to Christianise them in the 
first place. Ailbe is said to have appointed 
Senchell as first abbot in Clane. This would 
open up the possibility of its establishment 
prior to the coming of St. Patrick in 432. 
Others date it much later in 520.  

 There has been a longstanding prob-
lem associated with the historical chronolo-
gy applying to Palladius and his successor 
Patrick. This same problem about chronolo-
gy has raised questions around the dates 
applying to the activities of  contemporary 
bishops ministering “to the Irish believing 
in Christ.” The issue of when did Saint Ail-
be establish the abbey in Clane is a case in 
point. The date of Palladius’s appointment 
to his Irish mission is well established and 
documented in Rome. The same year (431) 
happens also to be the year of Pope Celes-
tine’s demise. The chronological uncertain-
ty seems to have begun with the fact that the 
history of Saint Patrick was not written 
down until about three hundred years after 
his death. This history was compiled by 

monks in Down who had a particular inter-
est in establishing the primacy of Armagh. 
One of the problems which arises is the fact 
that two separate dates are suggested for the 
death of Saint Patrick: 461 and 492. If Pal-
ladius gave up on his mission after a year, 
as claimed in the Book of Armagh, it means 
that Saint Patrick served as bishop for up to 
sixty years. This would have left no doubt 
about his primacy, especially if the earlier 
bishops ministering “to the Irish believers in 
Christ” could be written off as well. 

 A credible, though understandably 
controversial, explanation was put forward 
in 1942 by Thomas O’Rahilly, a member of 
the Irish Institute for Advanced Studies, 
when he put forward the “Theory of the 
Two Patricks” in a lecture which he deliv-
ered in Trinity College. He established the 
fact that Palladius’s full name was in fact 
Palladius Patricius and he pointed to a num-
ber of references to him as such in the an-
nals of the 5th Century. He suggested that 
the mysterious year of 461, referred to 
above, was in fact the year of the death of 
the first Patrick (Palladius), who had in fact 
laboured for the spread of Christianity in 
Leinster and parts of Munster up to that 
year. It was also, he suggested, the year of 
the appointment of the second Patrick. The 
latter toiled in Ulster and parts of Con-
naught for the following thirty one years, up 
until his death in 492. He of course was the 
one we refer to as Saint Patrick , the author 
of the Confessio and the Letter against Co-
roticus. The consequences of this new 
thinking is that, for those who find they can 
accept it, it clears up a number of contradic-
tions which needed to be answered in rela-
tion to both Palladius and Patrick and the 
due credit attributable to each. It also opens 
the way to acknowledging a number of 
bishops who were their contemporaries, as 
well as bishops said to have preceded them, 
such as Saint Ailbe of Emily and Declan of 
Ardmore. O’Rahilly’s lecture was after-
wards published in book form, including the 
edition of 1981, which benefited from the 
addition of copious scholarly notes. It is still 
available for purchase on the Internet. The 
title is “The Two Patricks”, A Lecture on 

We are reproducing a copy of Chapter 2 of 

the above publication, which was produced 

by a local team with Seamus Cullen as edi-

tor and launched in Dec. 2011. A few copies 

are still available in the Parish Shop. In Janu-

ary we did Chapter 1, which was written by 

Seamus Cullen 



4 

 

the History of Christianity in Fifth-Century 
Ireland by Thomas F. O’Rahilly.   

 Whether Ailbe preceded or succeed-
ed Saint Patrick is a matter for debate and 
evidence can be pointed to in the making of 
either case. Ailbe, it would appear, was a 
very active missionary and he is credited 
with bringing Christianity to many parts of 
the country, particularly in Munster but also 
to a number of far-reaching locations such 
as Clane. It is suggested that he came from 
Wales, where he is also known. It is even 
suggested that it was he who baptised St. 
David. Such early Christian monasteries as 
Clane are said to have been very different 
from those established by the later medieval 
orders such, for example, as the Benedic-
tines or the Franciscans who came to Clane 
in 1258. For example the early Christian 
monasteries were not cloistered or cut off 
from the general community. Hermitages, 
such as Scellig Michael off the coast of 
Kerry or Saint Kevin’s Bed in Glendalough, 
fall into a different category. Local chief-
tains and the local community generally are 
believed to have been generally highly in-
volved in the first Christian monasteries.  

 Any study of the early years of 
Christianity in Ireland and of the missionar-
ies involved, St. Patrick included, is dogged 
by uncertainty and contradictions with re-
gard to dates and chronology and also by 
mythology. St. Patrick, as already men-
tioned, has had two separate dates suggested 
for his death  -461 and 492. Likewise, St 
Ailbe could not possibly have been contem-
poraneous with, or even before St. Patrick, 
if we accept 528 (Annals of Innisfallen) as 
the year of his death. With regard to my-
thology, it is authoritively accepted that 
there were never any snakes in Ireland for 
St. Patrick to banish. On the mythological 
front St. Ailbe takes beating. 

 According to the story of his birth, 
Ailbe's mother was the slave of a king who 
ordered that her baby be killed. But, instead, 
the baby was found hidden under a rock 
(Ail) and alive (beo), by a she-wolf who 
reared him along with her own cubs. The 
saint repaid this kindness toward the end of 

his life when a she-wolf chased by hunters 
took refuge with him. He ordered that it 
should not be harmed, and it would come to 
eat with him each day. The story is illustrat-
ed in a stained glass window above the altar 
in the Catholic church in Emily. The Annals 
of Innisfallen, though believed to have been 
started in Alibe’s day and continued until 
the early fourteenth century, involve 57 
folios and eighteen different scribes. From 
the beginning, however up until 1092, they 
are all written in the same hand. Did this re-
writing preserve the complete integrity of 
the original?  

           Rev. M. Comerford's 1883 History of 
the Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin,  states: 
“A monastery was founded in Clane at a 
very early period. Colgan refers to a church 
having been here before the middle of the 
sixth century. It is recorded that St. Ailbe of 
Emly, whose death is assigned in our An-
nals to have taken place in the year 527, 
resided here for some time, and, on leaving, 
presented his cell to St. Senchell . . .” 

The expression “before the middle of the 
sixth century” is very puzzling in terms of 
the year it might indicate for Ailbe’s estab-
lishment of the Abbey in Clane. This would 
be up to 119 years and about three genera-
tions after Celistine’s sanctioning of Paladi-
us’ mission to Ireland in 431. It would be 
odd to apply the expression “a very early 
period” in this context. Even counting to 
520, as suggested earlier (first paragraph) 
this would come to 89 years. 

             It is remarkable that there are no 
indications of any association of St. Patrick 
with Clane, even to holy wells. This is all 
the more remarkable considering we are 
closely surrounded with important Patrician 
sites and the fact that the road between Tara 
and Naas, the seats of the High King of Ire-
land and the King of Leinster, respectively, 
fords the Liffey at  

Clane.  Dunmurraghill, beside Donadea, is 
the site of a church directly attributed to 
Patrick himself. St. Patrick’s Hill and its 
associated Holy Well lie just beyond Bar-
berstown on the road to Celbridge, while 
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another St. Patrick’s Well is located in the 
opposite direction, on the banks of the 
Liffey, between Caragh and Newbridge. 

          Comerford mentions two important 
events which happened during the eight 
hundred years lifetime (or more) of the 
Abbey in Clane: The first  occurred in 
1035 when Clane was plundered by the 
Danes. The second was a general Synod 
of the Church in Ireland which took place 
in 1162. The sacking of Clane by the 
Danes took place 21 years after they were 

supposed to have been finally driven from 
the country by Brian Boru in the Battle of 
Clontarf (1014).Those who sacked Clane 
were pursued however by Donnchadh, 
son of Domhnall, who overtook them, and 
made a bloody slaughter of them. In  A.D. 
1162, (seven years before the Norman 
invasion,) a Synod of the clergy of Ireland 
was convened at Clane. This was attended 

by 26 bishops and numerous abbots. The 
attendance included St. Lawerence 
O’Toole, Archbishop of Dublin and Ge-
lassius, Archbishop of Armagh. It was at 
the Synod of Clane that final confirmation 
was given to the primacy of Armagh 
when it was ruled that nobody could be a 
lector (involved in the education of young 
candidates for the priesthood) in Ireland 
who had not graduated from Armagh.                    

                     It has to be presumed that 
the Norman invasion, followed by the 
arrival of the Franciscans, in some way 
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marked the end of the early Christian Mon-
astery in Clane. According to Comerford  
“The site occupied by the lately disused 
Protestant Church (The new Church of St. 
Michael and All Angels was in fact opened 
and consecrated in 1883, the year of publi-
cation of his History of the Diocese of Kil-
dare and Leighlin.) is supposed to mark the 
place on which  the primitive monastery of 
Clane stood”. The disused church referred 
to above was known as the Church of St. 
Michael. Even as long ago as 1615 it was 
described as being in poor repair. A refer-
ence in the Royal Visitation Book describes 
the chancel as being in ruins in that year. 
Petit’s map of the Down Survey, conducted 
in the latter half of that century, seems to 
show two churches on the same site. Tay-
lor’s map of 1783 shows a thumb-sketch  of 
the church with, surprisingly, a tall pointed 
spire surmounting the present square bell-
tower. In 1798 part at least (probably the 
roof) of the church was destroyed by fire 
and the economy lands had to be mortgaged  
to raise funds for restoring it and for re-
building the spire. The building of the spire 
seems to have been skimped, for as soon 
afterwards as 1826 the consent of the Bish-
op was obtained to have it taken down be-
cause of its very unsafe state, and “the re-
peated expenses incurred by it”.   The pro-
posal, however, aroused the wrath of the 
people, who assembled in large numbers 
and resolved “that every expedient be tried 
before the parishioners resort to the necessi-
ty of taking down the village spire.” Three 
surveyors were appointed to report on the 
state of the spire, but it was ultimately taken 
down and in the words of the Vestry, “the 
steeple was surmounted by pinnacles”, 
which may still be seen, minus their points. 

                    Clane Community Council 
carried out essential conservation work on 
the bell-tower in the mid seventies and the 
church was re-roofed (it had been left roof-
less since it was vacated in1883) and re-
stored, by means of an AnCo scheme under 
the leadership of Andy Fitzgerald, com-

menced exactly one hundred years later in 
1983. 

CLANE COMHALTAS    

CEOLTOIRI EIREANN 

Clane Branch of Comhaltas would like to 

notify all our Musicians that session will not 

be held on the last Friday in Feb but the 

following Friday March 3Rd. Followed by 

the Official March Session on Friday March 

31st. Classes going well in Scoil Mhuire 

Clane and new members young and not so 

young always welcome. 

We would also like to notify all members 

past and present the Kildare Comhaltas will 

be celebrating their 50th Anniversary this 

year. Celebration will consist of sit down 

four course meal with prosecco reception 

and  will be held In the Westgrove Clane on 

Saturday 25th March . we would be delight-

ed of all our member’s past & present 

would join us In this great occasion. Tickets 

are €25.00 per head, so order early because 

places are limited to 150. 

Clane Branch is also celebrating 35 years in 

Existence and Clane Branch will host the 

County Fleadh this year from 17th to 21st 

May, with competitions on Sunday 21st 

May . More information to follow. 

 For Tickets and more information pleases 

Contact Catherine Burcheal on 087-
2660509,  

CLANE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

Clane Local History Group will present a 
talk by group member Pat Given entitled  
“Firmount House  and the Red Cross Initia-
tive” on Wednesday 15th March 2017 in the 

Clane GAA Club, Prosperous Road, Clane 
at 8pm. Admission is free and all are wel-
come. 
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CLANE GOLF CLUB 

With only 3 weeks left in the Spring 
League, the competition is ‘hotting’ up 
with the 3 leading teams as follows: 

1. John McAndrew (Captain), Paul Mor-
rissey, Tom Bryan            255 points. 

2. Diarmuid Coonan (President), Bernard 
Campbell, Sean Lavin      251 points. 

3. Seamus Carew, Pa Connolly, Paddy 
Murray                              249 points. 

The results for February thus far, are: 

W/E 29th January _ Week No 4 

Class 1 (H/C up to 19)                            

1st  Jim Craughwell (17)  25pts                       

2nd Lar Blanchfield (19)  23pts 

Class 2 (H/C 20 & over)                        

1st  Sean Lavin         (30)  22pts           

2nd Tony O’Grady  (22)  21pts 

W/E 3rd February  -Week 5               

1st   John Slevin       (25)  24pts            

2nd  Pa Connolly     (17)  24pts             

3rd  Paul Morrissey(15)  23pts 

W/E 10th February  -Week 6              

1st   Sean Lavin       (25)  24pts            

2nd  Daire O’Broin (24)  24pts             

3rd  Tom Bryan      (27)  23pts          

Twos Club: John McAndrew,              

Seamus Carew, Jim Craughwell. 

W/17th February  -Week 7             

Class 1 (21 & under)                              

1st Sean Byrne         (17)  24pts            

2nd Aidan Donovan (11)  24pts 

Class 2 (22 and over)                             

1st  Dec Mahony           (25)   25pts         

2nd Bernard Campbell (23)  25pts     

Twos-Club  Eamonn Howlin            

*The 9 Hole Mid-Week Street League 

starts on Monday 20th March. Please enter 

your name on the sheet for this competi-

tion which is now on the Noticeboard.                                

*Our first away outing takes place on 

Saturday 18th March at Grange Castle 

G.C. Tee times from 9.40. Please see time 

sheet on Noticeboard.                                           

*The Friday 18 starts on 24th March.                                        

*18 Hole Spring Medal on 1st & 2nd April.                                   

*J.B. McAndrew 18 Hole Competition on 

8th & 9th April. 

We welcome the new members that have 

joined & we remind readers that we are 

still open for new members. 

Eamonn Howlin 

Hon. Secretary 

 

 

THE EVERGREENS 

 

We’re truly into Spring and experiencing 

the beauty of nature all around us  -

everything blooming beautifully, most 

especially the daffodils “tossing their 

heads in sprightly dance”. How uplifting 

to wake in the mornings and hear the 

birds sing. We are of course facing the 

most important feast  of the year as we 

recall the death of Jesus and the Resurrec-

tion  -its Easter. 

 First of all on behalf of the ever-

greens I would like to congratulate and 

send our best wishes to all the boys and 

girls who, both in Clane and Rathcoffey 

schools, who are about to make their Con-

firmation. May God shower blessings and 

happiness on them and their families and 

may the Holy Spirit guide them through-

out their lives. 

 Are you all looking forward to St. 

Patrick’s Day, our National Feast Day. St. 

Patrick, the great missionary and apostle, 

in  writing of his faith in Christ in the 
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prayer we know as St. Patrick’s Breastplate  

-”Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ 

behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, 

Christ above me”  demonstrated that prayer 

was central to his life and the gift of faith 

was his great legacy to us. Anyway a great 

Parade is expected, thanks to the inimitable 

Mary Dunne and her hard-working team 

who do so much work to get this great Pa-

rade going in Clane each year  -this will be 

the 13th  -imagine that! There will be great 

fun and entertainment of all kinds  -ceol, 

caint, craic, comhrá and what have you for 

young and old alike  -so do come along and 

enjoy this Day of Days. 

 Ó’s rud é go lá specialta é ar fad gan 

amhras guím beannachtaí agus aoibhneas na 

Féile ar gach éinne. Di enjoy all these fes-

tivities. 

 

Slán ar feadh tamall 

Maureen Spain (PRO)    

 

 

ST. PATRICK’S DAY FESTIVAL 

2017 

 

Failte 

Welcome to Clane St. Patrick’s Day Festi-

val, 2017 

 

THEME: MY FAVOURITE  BOOK 

 

OUR 2017 GRAND MARSHAL,           

AUTHOR EMMA JANE LEESON 

----------------------------------------- 

 

FRIDAY 10TH MARCH 

 

Opening Night 

 

TABLE QUIZ – 9PM Manzor’s The Village 

Inn 

 

Table of 4: €40 

 

To book your table, please call 087 823 

0728 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------- 

 

SATURDAY  11TH MARCH 

 

Join us at FLORENCE & MILLY, PROS-

PEROUS ROAD (OPP. CLANE HOSPI-

TAL) from 

12 - 4PM for a free craft day. From Sham-

rock printing for 3-4yr olds, 

Leprechaun Bookmarks for 5-11yr olds or 

making book worms using air 

drying clay for all ages & adults. Coffee bar 

and play area facilities 

are available. To reserve a place, call Laura 

on 045 838675 - Florence & 

Milly_ “ 

 

Crafting Memories together" 

 

Pottery Painting & Craft Studio 

 

045 838675/086 1719400 

 

 

 

TECHCREATE, CLANE BUSINESS 

PARK – 3PM 

 

FREE Laser cutting & 3D printing work-

shop. Everyone gets a laser cut 

bookmark and 3D printed Bugz clip. Adults 

and children 6+. Booking 

required, 10 places call 045 834224 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 

callto:087%20823%200728
callto:087%20823%200728
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SUNDAY 12TH MARCH 

 

“A  LITTLE  BIT  OF  CLANE” – 12 – 

6PM – The Westgrove Hotel 

 

A showcase of local produce, local activi-

ties and “ALL THINGS CLANE” 

 

 

To book your stand, please call 086 

0619086 

 

THE MOON & SIXPENCE PUPPET 

THEATRE present Red Riding Hood 

 

Shows at 2.30PM and 4PM 

 

Admission is free on the day 

 

All are welcome 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 

MONDAY 13TH MARCH 

 

Parade Information Evening 

 

CLANE GAA - 8PM 

 

It is important that all Float entrants attend 

this event 

 

Refreshments served 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 

TUESDAY 14TH MARCH 

BOOK CLUB EVENING in The West-

grove Hotel Library 

 

Cheese and Wine reception at 7PM 

 

Some great authors will be in attendance 

 

All are welcome and admission is free 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 

WEDNESDAY 15TH MARCH 

 

MAKE A MONSTER BOOKMARK 

WORKSHOP – CLANE LIBRARY 

 

Are you afraid of monsters? Listen to sto-

ryteller Sarah Murphy as she 

reads The Three Monsters Big Night Out 

by Laurence Bourguignon. Next 

have a go at making a cute and very useful 

paper monster bookmark using 

simple origami and craft techniques 

 

TIME: 3-4PM 

 

AGE RANGE: 7-10 year olds 

 

This is a FREE workshop. Places are lim-

ited and advance booking is 

essential. Contact Clane Library ph. 045-

892716 e-mail 

clanelib@kildarecoco.ie to book 

 

 

 

TECHCREATE, CLANE BUSINESS 

PARK – 3PM 

 

FREE Laser cutting & 3D printing work-

shop. Everyone gets a laser cut 

bookmark and 3D printed Bugz clip. 

Adults and children 6+. Booking 

required, 10 places call 045 834224 

 

 

--------------------------------------------- 

mailto:clanelib@kildarecoco.ie
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FRIDAY 17TH MARCH 

 

PARADE at 3PM 

 

PARADE starts at MAXOL GARAGE, 

CELBRIDGE ROAD and finishes at 

CLANE 

GAA,PROSPEROUS ROAD 

 

Entertainment on the street from 2PM 

 

Road closures on the day. Come early and 

leave the car at home if you 

can!! 

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------- 

 

SATURDAY 18TH MARCH 

 

PARADE AWARDS NIGHT – The West-

grove Hotel 

 

7.30PM 

 

All are welcome 

 

Refreshments served 

Mary Dunne 

Chairperson 

MILESTONES IN CLANE’S       

HISTORY 

 The Bullaun Stone by the Stream on the 
Naas Road is believed to be the site of  
pre-Christian worship & sacrifice. 

 

 St. Ailbe, who was from Emly in County 
Tipperary is reputed to have brought 
Christianity to Clane and to have founded 

Clane Abbey, arguably before the coming 
of St. Patrick   

 In 1035 the Danes plundered Clane. This 
was 21 years after Clontarf. 

 In 1162 a General Synod of the Irish 
Church was held in Clane. There were 26 
bishops present and many abbots and they 
re-acclaimed the Primacy of Armagh, 
finally settling the issue. The newly con-
secrated St. Laurence O’Toole represented 
Dublin and Armagh was represented by 
Archbishop Gelassius. 

 In 1169 the Normans arrived. The Barony 
of Clane was established. It was originally 
the territory of Otomy or Uí Tuamai. The 
moat this side of the Liffey became its 
seat. 

 In 1258 Gerald Fitzmaurice Fitzgerald 
established the Franciscans in Clane. The 
ruins of their Friary remain in the grave-
yard on the Naas Road. 

 In 1392 a stone bridge was built over the 
Liffey. By now Clane was a corporate 
town with the equivalent of its own Mayor 
and Corporation, or Portreve and  Com-
mons, as they were known. (The present 
Liffey Bridge, Alexandra Bridge, replaced 
it in 1864). 

 Clane became a town of the Pale , which 
was established by an Act of the Parlia-
ment of Drogheda in 1488. Remnants of 
the Pale survive around Clongoweswood. 

 The Franciscan Friary was suppressed in 
1542 during the reign of Henry VIII, 
though individual Franciscans are reputed 
to have survived in the area for many 
years afterwards. 

 Clane was involved more or less in every 
major episode of civil unrest down 
through the centuries. The castles of 
Donadea and Blackhall came under siege 
in the Confederate War of 1641. 

 Cromwell confiscated much of the local 
lands in the 1650s. 
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 It is remarkable that Clane and North 
Kildare generally came through the 
Penal Laws with little interference in 
the properties and activities of the ma-
jor Catholic families. The Aylmers of 
Painstown, the Wogans of Rathcoffey 
and the Fitzgeralds of Maynooth were 
typical. Rathcoffey Church was actually 
built in 1710 at the height of the Penal 
Laws under Queen Anne. It was built 
by Lady Tirconnell, a Wogan whose 
husband was the Viceroy. He died dur-
ing the siege of Limerick. 

 The first battles of 1798 were fought 
simultaneously in Clane and Prosperous 
on the night of 23rd May. No less than 
two of the national organizers of the 
United Irishmen lived locally, Theobald 
Wolfe Tone of Blackhall and Archibald 
Hamilton Rowan of Rathcoffey, two 
liberal Protestants. Other local leaders 
wereDr. John Esmond of  Osberstown, 
William Aylmer of Painstown and John 
Tiernan and Matthew Donnellan, both 
of Clane. 

 The Jesuits came to Clongowes in 
1814. 

 The Boys’ Primary School in Clane was 
built in 1830 by the Parish. 

 The Presentation Sisters came to Clane 
in 1839 and set up the Girls Primary in 
the Orphanage School of 1818 
(established by the Patrician Orphanage 
Society  -a lay group with connections 
to the Franciscans). 

 The Hewetson School was established 
in Millicent in 1882.  It had previously 
been located in Betaghstown on the 
lands of Dr. Patrick Hewetson, who was 
an eminent physician and twice Presi-
dent of the  Irish College of Physicians 
(1746 and 1761). In a will of 1770 he 
created an endowment for a “Charity 
School” at Betaghstown. Frustrated by a 
legal challenge and a five year occupa-
tion by the army from 1798, it did not 
open until 1805.  The early years were 

very unsatisfactory with ongoing in-
spections, legal actions and closures.                                          
 The move to Millicent in 1882 was 
in tandem with Clane Parish School, 
which had been established in 1837 to 
the rear of the Master’s House (now 
Cash’s) and with an access door at the 
base of the Tower to the Church of St. 
Michael’s (now the Abbey Community 
Centre).   

 The Church of St. Michael and All An-
gels was opened in Millicent in 1883. 

 The old church, which had its roof re-
moved on being closed in 1883, re-
mained this way until it was re-roofed 
as the Abbey Community Centre, be-
ginning in 1983 and being officially 
opened on 31st March 1985.  It is be-
lieved to stand on the same site as the 
ancient Abbey of Clane.  

 The Church of St  Patrick and St. Brigid 
was built in 1884. 

 Clane GAA was established in 1884. 

 Scoil Mhuire was established in 1963 as 
a “secondary top” by Sister Perpetua. It 
received full recognition as a Secondary 
School in 1968. In 1970 it was placed 
under notice of transfer to be amalga-
mated with the Vocational School in 
Prosperous. A delegation from the then 
“Community Council” met the Minister 
and a stay of execution was obtained. In 
1975 its future was assured when the 
Department approved the building of a 
new independent comprehensive style 
Secondary School for 650 pupils. This 
followed a protest outside the Depart-
ment of Education and the purchase by 
Sister Perpetua of sites for the 3 schools 
at a cost of 70,000 pounds. An under-
taking was also given that 20% of the 
cost of construction would be raised 
locally.  

 In 1982 Scoil Phadraig (Boys) and Scoil 
Mhuire were officially opened. 
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 In 1983 Scoil Mhuire Community 
School was officially opened and 
moved down from the prefabs in the 
“Nuns’ Field” opposite Liffey Lawns 
(where the shops and apartments are 
now located). 

 Clane Community Council was estab-
lished in 1973. 

 The developers obtained planning per-
mission for Loughbollard Estate in 1968
-now coming up 50 years ago. It was 
the first privately developed estate in 
Leinster outside of Dublin. (In Ireland?) 

 William Wogan of Rathcoffey was Be-
atified in September 1992. He was one 
of the Irish Martyrs from the time of 
Elizabeth I. They choose martyrdom 
rather than taking the Oath of Alle-
giance. 

 Dom Columba Marmion was Beatified 
in September 2000. His parents and 
little brother are buried in Mainham. He 
was Benedictine Abbot of Mardesous in 
Belgium. He was born shortly after his 
parents moved from Clane in 1858. His 
grandparents lived where the Jeweller’s 
is now located in the Main Street. 

 Fr. John Sullivan, S.J., will be Beatified 
in May 2017 by Pope Francis. The cere-
mony will be in Gardener Street and 
will be performed by Archbishop Diar-
muid Martain.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


