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view, I believe the alternative course suggest-
ed by the objectors would prove. One signal 
act of self-sacrifice calls out so many more; so 
it has been found, and so it will be found often 
again. A noble leader will have many to fol-
low in his footsteps. We put back, therefore, 
the charge, “To what purpose is this waste?” 
We feel that it touches not us, who rejoice in 
the godly house; that it touches as little the 
large and generous heart which designed and 
accomplished it. 
 
                      At the conclusion of the ceremo-
ny the visitors and guests were entertained at 
Millicent and at the rectory, open house being 
apparently the order of . . .” 
 
Footnotes:- 
1. The last 4 lines were omitted as a typo-

graphical error or the omission of 
words required to complete a sentence 
caused some confusion. 

2. It is noted that there was a failure in the 
article to give the new church its full 
title of  “Church of St. Michael and All 
Angels”.  The old Parish Church on the 
Green in Clane was in fact the “Church 
of St. Michael”. 

3. Note that the Church at Millicent is 
133 years old this year or 1 1/3 centu-
ries. 

4. The R.C. Church of St. Patrick and St. 
Brigid in Clane was opened a year later 
September 30th 1884. The foundation 
stone here was laid in 1876. The capac-
ity here is about three times that of 
Millicent. In those 8 years £7,000 was 
raised towards the building costs. A 
further £1,000 would have been re-
quired to include the spire, as original-
ly designed. It is a fine building but 
does not have the same artistic excel-
lence. 
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 EDITORIAL 
 

It is that time of year again when Le Chéile 
kicks up its heels and goes out to grass for 
the months of July and August, returning in 
September. June, July and August are also 
the months when adjudication is in progress 
for the National Tidy Towns Contest. We 
would ask you to assist in any way you can. 
Work parties are in progress on Tuesday 
evenings from 7pm. An hour of your time 
would be very much appreciated. Details are 
in the Notice Board in the Main Street. 
 Congratulations to Clane Musical 
Society on the AIMS Nomination of Marie 
Cusack following their recent much ac-
claimed production of Cole Porter’s “Kiss 
Me Kate” They have a busy Summer ahead 
of them, as you will see in the Calendar. 
 
 We wish all our readers and contribu-
tors  a pleasant and relaxing summer break 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Tuesday 14th June 
Annual Graveyard Mass in the Abbey Cem-
etery at 7.30 pm.  
Monday 27th June  
Monthly meeting of Clane Community 
Council in the Evergreens’ Room of the 
Abbey Community Centre at 8pm.  
Wednesday 29th and Thursday 30th June 
County finals of Community Games Field & 
Track in Clongowes at 6pm.  
Friday 2nd and Saturday 3rd July 
The Fr. Mike Bracken African Mission Golf 
Classic will be held on Clongowes Wood 
Golf Course.                                  See below 
Monday 11th  -  Friday 15th July 
Clane Musical and Dramatic Society will 
hold a  Summer Camp for 8 to 12 year olds  
in The Abbey from 10.00 am until 2.00 pm 
daily.                                                See p. 6  
Saturday 16th July 
CMDS are hosting a KARAOKE NIGHT in 
The Westgrove Hotel.                      See p. 7 
Saturday 20th August at 3pm 
Pat Given will conduct a "Site visit to 
Clane's Franciscan Friary" on behalf of 
Clane Local History Group.            See p.  4 

Tuesday 23rd August at 8pm 
Brendan Cullen will give a talk on 
"Clongowes Wood College: the Early 
Years", on behalf of Clane Local History 
Group in Clane Library.                 See p.  4                        
 
Saturday 3rd September 
Clane Musical and Dramatic Society will  
repeat the Adult One Day Workshop which 
they held last year in  the Westgrove. 
                                                         See p. 7 
 
 “ Fr. Mike Bracken African Mission Golf 

Classic  
 
This very deserving charity which is now 
run once every two years, will take place 
at Clongowes Wood Golf Course by the 
kind permission of the Jesuit Community, 
Clane Ladies & Clane Gents Golf Clubs, 
on Friday 2nd & Saturday 3rd July. 
 
 The competition is a 4 person 

scramble & entry costs €100 per team. A 
time sheet will be available at Q & M 
Menswear shop in Clane & tee times can 
be reserved by phoning any of the follow-
ing: 
Jim Mahony, 045-892 485, Austin Daly 
087-812 6282, or Eamonn Howlin 087- 
121 5396. Entries by non-GUI or non-
ILGU golfers. 
 
 Fr.Mike will be home for the event 
& everybody is welcome to call to the golf 
course, where tea & sandwiches will be 
available. 
 

EDITOR’S DEADLINE 

The deadline for receipt of material for the 
September issue of Le Chéile is   

Monday 22nd August                    

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: margaretmcevoy1@eircom.net 

Get Le Chéile on  www.clanecommunity.ie 
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Works. The spandrels over the east win-
dows are filled with Venetian mosaic by 
Capello, in memory of Lady Helena 
Trench who died in the ninety-first year of 
her age, whilst the building was in course 
of erection.  
 
                   Amongst the clergy present on 
Saturday were-The Deans of Dromore, Os-
sory, and Leighlin, the Archdeacon of Osso-
ry, the Warden of St. Columbia, the Revs. 
E.D. Heathcote, J. Henry D D; B.C. Da-
vidson-Houston, Canon Bagot, Canon Wil-
cox, C.J. Graham, Robert B. Stoney, H. Mol-
lan, J. Molloy, Geo. R. Graham, Joseph Tor-
rens, R. Irwin, R.D. Skuse, G. Garrett, A. 
Ren, Canon Cowell, James Adams, W. Fos-
ter, Canon Lloyd, R.S. Campbell &c. 
   The Ven, the Archdeacon of Kildare (the 
Rev. Maurice de Burgh), read the first les-
son, and the Ven the Archdeacon of Dublin 
this second. Prayers were intoned by the 
Rev. Canon Weldon and their services were 
highly appreciated, the choral parts part of 
the ceremony being really magnificent. The 
offertory amounted to £72. 
 
    His Grace, in the course of an eloquent 
sermon, prescribed from Matthew 26th chap. 
And 8th verse-“To what purpose is this 
waste?” said: The world will allow and 
praise any prodigality which is bestowed 
upon itself; but when it is for God and for 
Christ, when the costly cedar is overlaid 
with pure gold in the temple of the Lord, 
when the alabaster box of precious ointment 
is broken above the head of Christ, and not a 
drop kept back, but all poured out, and not 
on his head only, but on his feet, even then, 
while the whole of the church is filled with 
the odour of the ointment, there will not be 
wanting some to join the cry, “For what pur-
pose is this waste?” But mark, my dear 
brethren, on the first occasion on which 
these words, so often since repeated, were 
uttered, how the Lord silences the murmur-
ers, allows and accepts the gift, and take her 
who brought it under His protecting love. 
“Why trouble ye the woman? For she hath 
wrought a good working upon Me.” And 
these words also reach very far. I see in 

them, setting as they did the seal of Christ’s 
approval on the costly service done to Him, 
disallowing as they did the plea that the 
money expanded upon it might have been 
more usefully expended in some other way; I 
see in this the allowance, the authority, the 
justification for very much which has since 
found place in His church. No cold utilitari-
anism is to reign there, no niggard calcula-
tion of the cheapest rate at which God may 
be served. The best which any man can bring 
is not too good; the richest and the rarest are 
not too rich and rare for Him. The kings of 
the earth should bring their glory and honour 
into His temple; and not merely the kings 
who sit on visible thrones, but they who 
reign as kings in the spirits of men-the 
mighty in science, the mighty in art, the 
mighty in song, they are then doing their 
best, they are fulfilling most truly the ends 
for which these transcendent gifts were lent 
to them, when they consecrate all without 
reserve to Him, when they, when they count 
all their science, their art, their song to Him, 
only then to have reached their highest con-
summation, whilst they wait as ministering 
handmaids upon Him, setting forth the beau-
ty of His service, the spread of His truth, and 
the glory of His name. Thus, if any should 
ask concerning this beautiful house in which 
we are worshipping to-day, “To what pur-
pose is this waste?” we answer, in the words 
of Christ, that it is a good work which has 
been wrought Him here; nor shall we be led 
astray though some should remind us how 
ten or twenty churches for the poor might 
have been erected for the cost of this one. I 
honour those who, serving in the spirit and 
not in the letter, have, in some famine or 
distress, sold the very sacramental vessels 
themselves, that with their price they might 
feed the poor or redeem the captive, but let 
us honour her also, for Christ honoured her 
and declared that her praise should be in all 
the churches, she too serving in the spirit and 
not in the letter, who broke the alabaster box 
of ointment over the Saviour’s head, which 
“might have been sold for much and given to 
the poor.” Let us honour her, and all who 
have since trodden in her steps. Short-
sighted indeed, even from their own point of 

callto:087-812%206282
callto:087-%20121%205396
callto:087-%20121%205396
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that it was finally resolved to abandon the 
old church and build a new one on an en-
tirely new site. It would occupy too much 
space to enter into all the reasons for this 
resolution, but the parishioners were main-
ly influenced by the overcrowded state of 
the churchyard, which forbade extension 
in any direction, and rendered interments 
impossible without disturbing older 
graves. Suffice it to say that at three large-
ly attended meetings of the select vestry, 
held in 1880 and 1881, resolutions were 
unanimously passed-at the first accepting 
the offer of a new church, at the second 
approving of the plans, and at the third 
adopting the present site. This last resolu-
tion was passed on the 20th June, 1881, 
and on the same day operations were be-
gun. The church, of which the tower is 
visible for a considerable distance on all 
sides, stands on a rising ground in a prom-
inent and central position in the parish. 
The Wicklow mountains bound and give 
character to a view of much homely beau-
ty. The chief material is the grey limestone 
of the neighbourhood, mostly from Mr. 
Henry’s quarry in the adjoining townland. 
The quoins and external dressings are of 
Cumberland red sandstone, the saving 
arches being of a black stone from Mr. 
Kirkpatrick’s quarry at Celbridge, which 
also supplied the lime. The sand was giv-
en, free of charge, by Mr. Manders. from 
his strand at Millicent Bridge. Internally, 
the walls were plastered, the windows, 
doors, arches, string courses, pillars, and 
other dressings being of white Bath stone. 
The steps, pulpit case, and platform at 
lectern and front are of Portland stone, the 
external steps and the bowl of the front 
and kerbstone of the foot-place are of red 
Cork marble. The walls throughout are 
lined with bricks. The roof is of pitch pine, 
covered with Welsh slates. The doors, 
floors, and fittings of Riga oak. The walls 
externally are of uncoursed ashlar, giving 
an idea of great strength and solidity. 
Handsome as is the exterior of the build-
ings, yet it is not till the interior is entered 
that its full beauties are seen. Those who 
have studied Lord Dunraven’s “Notes on 

Irish Architecture” and have learned that 
we possess a national style of architecture 
capable of exquisite beauty, especially 
adopted to buildings of moderate size, will 
not be surprised to learn that an Irishman, 
building in Ireland, has adopted the style 
closely allied to the Norman, and techni-
cally known as Hiberno-Romanesque. The 
first object which strikes the eye entering 
is the chancel arch of three members and 
of great richness and beauty; another rich-
ly carved arch unites the choir and chan-
cel. These arches strongly remind one of 
the arches in Cormac’s Chapel, but are, if 
possible, more richly carved. One of the 
prettiest effects in the entire building is the 
view looking westward, when the five 
windows over the baptistery come into 
view, filled with a central figure of our 
Lord, with figures emblematic of baptism 
in the others-two from the Old and two 
from the New Testament. All the wood-
work is richly carved, and of oak; the 
bosses of the roof are with a few excep-
tions different. When we mention that they 
are 220 in number, the expense will be 
apparent. There is no repetition of decorat-
ed work in the church. Every stroke of the 
chisel represents thought and care on the 
part of those who gave it. Of the 71 stone 
capitals, and 82 bosses, no two are alike, 
save those in the chimney and four high 
up on the tower. These were carved in 
Dublin before they came down, on ac-
count of the difficulty of afterwards of 
getting at them. Even the principal rafters, 
alike in other respects, have each their 
distinctive mid-rib. The floor under the 
seats is made of oak, tongued and 
grooved, and laid herring-bone fashion. 
The remainder of the floor is set in marble 
mosaic in various patterns; that in the 
chancel, outside the communion rails, and 
the border round the Bapistry, are both 
from the pavement of St. Mark’s at Ven-
ice. It has been executed by Italian artists 
in the employment of Messrs. Burke and 
Co.of Paris and London, The reredos and 
side walls of the sanctuary are covered 
with a glass mosaic, the work of Messrs. 
Powell and Sons of the Whitefriars Glass 
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 Prize presentation will be at the 
Village Inn at 9.30 p.m. on Saturday even-
ing, followed by the now traditional Auc-
tion under the the hammer of the ever 
popular Ger Nevin. Everybody is wel-
come. 

Please give Fr. Mike your support.” 

CLANE & RATHCOFFEY 
COMMUNITY GAMES 

 
The field and track athletic competitions 
were conducted on the Scoil Mhuire Com-
munity School grounds on Saturday 9th 
May. We are grateful to the Principal and 
Staff for their on-going help and co-
operation over many years. The results were 
as follows: 
  
U/8 60m (BOYS)    80m 
1. Eoghan Lyons    1. Jack Doran 
2. Ben Cowan    2. Ben Cowan 
3. Charlie Doran          3. Eoghan Lally 
                                     3. Dominik     
         Adamczyk                                         
 
U/10 100m                   200m 
1. Jamie McCormack   1. Tamil Eko Davis  
2. Jamie Tierney          2. T.J. Dillon  
3. Sean McGlynn         3.  Ben Felton 
 
U/12 100m                   600m 
1. Adam Millea            1. Andrew Hyland 
2. Rhys Vaughan          2. Ethan Farrell 
3. Colin Eiffe                3. Conor O’Shea 
 
U/14 100m                  800m 
1. Fintan Hughes          1. Fintan Hughes 
2. Josh Deane               2. Josh Deane 
3. Shadi Shamour         3. Adam Devey 
 
U/16 100m                  1,500m 
         _                                _ 
 
U/8 60m (GIRLS)      80m 
1. Lauren Keena           1. Poppy Healy 
1. Poppy Healy             2. Izzy Fitzpatrick 
2. Izzy Fitzpatrick        3. Lauren Keena 
3. Holly Sheridan 

 
U/10 100m                  200m 
1. Aine McNally          1. Lauren Edwards 
2. Eimear Behan          2. Aine McNally 
3. Lauren Edwards      3. Eimear Behan 
 
U/12 100m                  600m 
1. Maeve Maguire       1. Maeve Maguire 
2. Saoirse Lynch          2. Eabha Moriarty  
3. Caoimhe Maddock   3. Caoimhe Maddock 
 
U/14 100m                  800m 
1. Sarah Millea             1. Aine Maguire 
2. Rebecca Travers       2. Holly Tyrell 
3. Amy O’Sullivan       3. Saskia Butler 

 

U/16 100m                  1500m 
1. Robyn Donovan         _ 
 
Congratulations to all the winners and to all 
who participated. We wish those who will be 
representing Clane & Rathcoffey in the 
County Games in Clongowes on Wednesday 
and Thursday 29th and 30th June [6pm] the 
very best of luck.  
 

Presentation of medals: 
 

The winners in the various categories in 
both Athletics and Swimming were pre-
sented with their medals at a special cere-
mony in the Abbey Community Centre at 
7pm on Tuesday 24th May. Anyone wish-
ing to see the listed medal winners in 
Swimming may do so by looking up the 
March 2016 edition of Le Chéile on the 
web at clanecommunity.ie 
 
Team Events:- 
 
U/11 Hurling:  As County Winners, we 
played  the Dublin Winners, Marino Fair-
view, on Sunday 29th June, without success. 
U/10 Gaelic Footballers won Silver Medals 
against Newbridge St. Conleths. 
U/14 Camogie Players got a walk over from 
Maynooth in the County Final and play Lu-
can in the first round of the Leinster on Tue. 
31st.  U/12 Mini Rugby lost to Kildare. 
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CLANE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 
This year National Heritage Week occurs 
between 20th and 28th August. As part of 
our contribution to Heritage Week in the 
village, Clane Local History Group will con-
tribute two historical events. On Satur-
day20th August at 3pm Pat Given will con-
duct a "Site visit to Clane's Franciscan Fri-
ary". While the history of Clane's iconic 
Franciscan friary has been recounted on a 
number of occasions, the detail of the site's 
original layout, appearance and structural 
details have not been much publicised. Dur-
ing this site-visit, the modern archaeological 
findings and their relationship to the remain-
ing structural features will be interpreted by 
Pat in order to provide an interesting 
glimpse into the way of life of the Francis-
cans who once lived there. 
 
Assembly point is at the Friary itself 
 
The second event will take place on Tuesday 
23rd August at 8pm in Clane Community 
Library courtesy of Jacki McCabe.  Brendan 
Cullen will give a talk on "Clongowes Wood 
College: the Early Years". This is a talk with 
a difference as it concentrates on the daily 
school life of the earliest students and the 
concerns of their parents during the first 30 
years of the college. 
 

CLANE GOLF CLUB 

Clane Golf Club Notes 
Our year is now in ‘full throttle’ & we are 
entering the busy section of our golfing pro-
gram. 
 
There are two changes to our handbook: 

Union Day at Clongowes is now on 29th 
may & not 22nd as on the handbook. 

Our Vice-Captain’s (John McAndrew) 
has been postponed from Sunday 
12th June until Sunday 3rd July. 

Two other important events are in June: 
     Friday 10th June, we play in the inter-
society CASC Cup at Craddockstown  
                                G.C. 

     Saturday 11th June, we play Killeen in the 
Pierce Purcell Shield at Naas G.C. 
 
Third round of 18 hole Match Play must 
be played no later than 6th June. 
Fourth round of the 9 hole Match Play 
must be played no later than 13th June. 
 
 Another important forthcoming event 
is the Golf Classic in aid of Fr. Mike 
Bracken’s African Mission which will be 
played on Friday 2nd & Saturday 3rd July. 
This very deserving charity is played every 
two years since 2014 & Fr. Mike will be 
home for this year’s event. 
 
A time sheet is available at Q & M Mens-
wear shop & playing times can be booked by 
contacting Jim Mahony at 045-8920485, 
Austin Daly 087-812 6282 or Eamonn 
Howlin at 087-1215 396.  
 
 The competition is a 4 person scram-

ble at the cost of €100 per team. Prizes will 
be presented at the Village Inn at 9.30 p.m. 
on Saturday night 3rd July, when an auction 
will be held immediately after. 
The competition is open to non-GUI, or non-
ILGU golfers. 
 
All support for the golf & auction is wel-
come. Of course non-golfers wishing to con-
tribute to this worthy cause can contact any 
of the above. 

 
Competition Results for the past 4 weeks 
are as follows: 

30th / 1st May 18-hole V Par 

1st Eamonn Howlin (14)  4 up 
2nd Daire O Broin (20)     3 up  Last 9 
Gross Seamus Carew (8)      77 
 

6th May  –The Friday 18 No. 8 
Winner Christy Brogan  (21)  40 
points 
 

6th May  -The Friday 18  No. 8 
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Senior Social tennis is held every Tuesday 
evenings 7.30 p.m.  which caters for all 
standards.  

Business House Annual Doubles Tourna-
ment commences 4th. July and will run for 2 
weeks. There will be 3 grades including 
beginners, Teams of 4 – 2 Ladies and 2 
men’s.   

Summer Camps for members are held in 
August which caters for two sections 6- 9yrs 
and 10 to 18yrs which include coaching, 
competitive Tennis and of course plenty of 
good fun, all leaders are Garda vetted. 

Clane Tennis Club is used by students from 
Hewetson School, March to Oct and also by 
members of the nearby KARE Centre which 
has been very successful with the assistance 
of our coach Ritchie who is sponsored by 
his employer Hewlett Packard and we hope 
to see some members qualify to represent 
Ireland in the Special Olympics in Rio 2019. 

The club have plans to improve their facili-
ties over the next two years which include 
installing 2 mini courts, resurfacing three 
courts and extending clubhouse. We organ-
ise various funding throughout the year with 
Tournaments, Annual Draw, Bag Packing, 
Table Quiz etc. and of course the most re-
cent Strictly Come Dancing. Many thanks to 
our main sponsors, Joe Mallon Motors, 
Condron’s Supervalu and Manzors and to all 
who have supported us througout the years. 

Many thanks to all who supported our very 
successful Table Quiz in Manzors. We had 
twenty two tables and our grateful apprecia-
tion to our president and quiz master, Paddy 
Behan. Also  thanks to our sponsor- Seamus 
& Kitty Manzor. 

Clane is a very welcome place to live and 
we in Clane Tennis Club want to play our 
part and with assistance of two members of 
TUS we try to improve the area with hedge 
cutting, planting shrubs and keep our prem-
ises clean throughout the year and we plan, 
with assistance from Clane Tidy Towns and 
KARE to improve our entrance with erec-
tion of new wall and landscaping area. 

Membership is now available to end March 
2017 and application forms in clubhouse 
with special Family rates. Call any Tuesday 
evening from 7.30p.m. 

Adults: €160, Pensioners €110. Jun0iors 

€40. Special Family offers, easy payments 
confidentially arranged. 

Look us up on Facebook and Web for more 
info. 

We welcome all new members, both young 
and not so young to come along and see our 
facilities and assured of a welcome. Coach-
ing available all year round.  
 

Kildare Observer- 
Saturday, October 6th, 1883 

 
“Consecration of St. Michael’s 

Church, Clane 
 

On Saturday last, in the presence of a 
large and distinguished congregation, the 
Lord Archbishop of Dublin consecrated 
the church which has been recently erect-
ed and presented to the parishioners, 
through the generosity and munificence of 
Mr. Thomas Cooke-Trench, of Millicent. 
The building, which has cost the large 
sum of about £7,000, is capable of accom-
modating about two hundred people, and 
is a structure of much architectural beau-
ty, reflecting great credit on Mr. Trench, 
on the architect and the builder. We are 
not going too far, we are sure, in saying 
that amongst the many parish churches 
throughout Ireland there are few, if indeed 
any to surpass in beauty the one conse-
crated at Clane on last Saturday morning. 
Though the building was commenced but 
two years ago, yet long prior to that date, 
Mr. Trench had desired to improve the 
parish church. Indeed, as we learn from a 
pamphlet published by Mr. Trench, so 
long ago as 1869 an eminent architect had 
been consulted, and plans for its improve-
ment were submitted by him. But difficul-
ties arose which were not at the time over-
come; and it was not till eleven years after 
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future. Best of luck to all students sitting 
exams. May the Holy Spirit guide them. 
Hope there is a good Summer waiting 
around the corner and that everyone enjoys it 
well.. Final official meeting (for this term) 
Thursday June 22nd when we will have an 
extra treat with the cupán taé.  
 
Hon. Sec. Eileen O’Brien, Blackhall, Clane. 
(P.R.O. M. O’Connor)  
 

KNOW YOUR CLANE 
    
Question: Where in Clane is the 
“Dardanelles”? We will give the answer to 
that question a little later on. Last year, 2015, 
was the hundredth anniversary of the great 
slaughter which took place in that part of the 
world during the First World War. It is a 
narrow natural strait and internationally sig-
nificant waterway located in North Western 
Turkey. Last year a ceremony was held, in 
conjunction with the Royal British Legion, 
to commemorate the centenary of the Battle 
of the Somme, in which approximately 3,500 
soldiers from the island of Ireland (the 36th 
Ulster Division and the 16th Irish Division) 
lost their lives. This included a very large 
number of travellers or, as they were com-
monly known then, tinkers. 
 
 Throughout the 50s my mother often 
availed of their services if the handle of a pot 
needed re-riveting or soldering. She would 
often invite them in for a cup of tea if they 
knocked looking for work or a “little help”. 
The conversation was always interesting and 
we children were all ears. I remember on a 
number of occasions she would ask them 
where they were camped and not infrequent-
ly the same answer came up: “The Darda-
nelles”.  This was apparently an accepted 
name with them for a stretch of the 
Ballinagappa Road extending out along the 
right hand side as far as maybe the present 
entrance to Oatfield Estate.. In those days the 
green strip and footpath did not exist. This 
area was only developed after the Communi-
ty Council, aided by a grant from K.E.L.T.,  
removed the gapped hedge and fallen stone 
wall which amounted to the roadside bound-

ary. 
 
 It was their favourite parking area 
when in Clane. The caravans were all horse 
drawn in those days. You would frequently 
see a few caravans lined up and on occasions 
like the advent of Punchestown a longer line 
out. From here they would work their way 
around the doors plying their trade or look-
ing for help. Out the Millicent Road   -on the 
left hand side where Parkview is now located 
was another parking area for a few caravans. 
Like the Ballinagappa Road, this also had a 
made-up name. It used the name of a Dublin 
location where a traveller, who was known 
to visit Clane, was later found to have died 
in his caravan. He was a traditional musician 
whose talents were nationally acclaimed and 
about whom RTE Radio made a number of 
programmes. He used to visit Clane to per-
form with another accomplished musician at 
the time, who happened to be the Garda Ser-
gant in charge of the old station in Donadea. 
Joe Noonan supplied some of the infor-
mation on him. 
 
 Why use made up names you might 
ask? One can speculate that, unlike the other 
roads leading out of Clane, these did not lead 
to specific towns or villages like Naas, Cel-
bridge, etc. and would not be known for this.  
There is also the issue of illiteracy and the 
fact that travellers could not read signposts. 
Names like Ballinagappa or Millicent would  
not stick in the mind and would only confuse 
people who took a town to town view of the 
country as a whole.     

                

CLANE TENNIS CLUB 
Founded 1973 

Clane Tennis Club are now taking new 
membership for the coming year-Juniors and 
Seniors. Special Family rates available on 
request. 

We have entered four teams – 3 Ladies and 
one men’s, in the Dublin Summer League 
and our grateful thanks to Cathy Walsh who 
is arranging coaching the Ladies teams 
throughout.  
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Winner Paddy Murray  (26)  36 pts. 

7th / 8th May  18-hole Stableford 

1st Eamonn Howlin (14)  40 pts  Last 9 
2nd  Jim Craughwell (20)  40 pts 
Gross Seamus Carew (8)  74 
 
 Mid-Week No. 4  9-hole Stableford 

 
1st Eamonn Howlin (14)   22pts. 
2nd Jim Craughwell  (20)   21pts  Last 3 
 

14 / 15th May  18-hole  V Par 
 

Winner Joe Maher (17)   3 up  Last 9 
2nd  Pat McDonnell (11)   3 up 
Gross  Pat McDonnell (11)  77  Last 6 
 

20th May  -The Friday 18 No. 10 
 

Winner Tommy Carew (10)   35 pts. 
 

21 / 22nd May  -18 hole Stableford 
 

Winner Lloyd Bracken (21)   37 pts. 
2nd  Maurice Byrne (21)   36 pts. 
Gross  Seamus Carew (8)     79 
 
Eamonn Howlin 
Hon. Secretary 
Clane G.C. 

 

THE EVERGREENS 

Well we are into the flaming month of June, 
so lets look forward to some lovely weather. 
This month, as we all know, is dedicated to 
the Sacred Heart,  the feast-day being 3rd. 
Wasn’t it very uplifting to see such great con-
gregations at the May novena to Our Lady, 
such a faith lifting . The speakers on each 
night were very informative  -speaking about 
how their faith guides them, they shared that 
in a little of their own life stories with us. 
 
 On behalf of the Evergreens I would 
like to offer our sincere and heartfelt sympa-
thy to the Noonan family on the death of 
John. He really is such a tragic loss. He was a 
gentleman through and through, historian and 

raconteur and touched the lives of so many. 
May his gentle soul rest in peace and may he 
enjoy the beatific vision. I measc na naomh is 
na n-aingeal go raibh sé agus ar dheis Dé go 
raibh a anam uasal díís. 
 We offer our congratulations and best 
wishes to Jo Mahony on her 90th Birthday 
and we wish her many more happy Birthdays 
to come. Jo is a wonderful lady in every way, 
in disposition and in manner especially  -the 
beauty of the latter would be hard to find and 
she’s also so kind and caring and one of our 
most popular members. She’s actually in the 
Evergreens since it started  -one of the found-
ing members really. So Jo you are very much 
in our thoughts and we hope and pray you 
have a lovely time with all your wonderful 
family. 
 
 Evergreens’ projects, activities, out-
ings, etc. continue as usual and doing quite 
well too. Our next outing and holiday is to 
Killarney. This place must be one of the most 
famous beauty spots in the world I would 
say, with its awe inspiring and spectacular 
scenery, waterfalls, mountains, lakes, river 
valleys, parks and gardens  -I could go on. So 
we are all looking forward very much to this 
holiday. Killarney too is such a vibrant and 
beautiful town so we will be ok for the quin-
tessential shopping. So thanks to P.J., who is 
driving us there in the minibus and to Sally, 
who is keeping a watchful eye on us all. 
 
 We wish good luck and God bless to 
young and mature students alike on their ex-
ams. It is an anxious time for them Congratu-
lations to all the lovely children from Clane 
and Rathcoffey who have recently made their 
1st Holy Communion. May God bless them 
all and send them luck throughout their lives. 
    
 We wish to announce our long day’s 
outing, which is to Malahide Castle on June 
14th, so as usual we invite any outsiders who 
would like to come to this lovely place. You 
will be most welcome. Ring Sally on 087-
7814906 or 045-868580 re this trip. There 
will be a sing-song, dancing and dinner on 
that night  -so shine up those shoes and take 
the floor and see what you can do. 
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 Last but not least, on behalf of the 
Evergreens, I would like to say a big thank 
you to Clongowes Wood College for enter-
taining us every Tuesday this year. We had 
lovely dinners, various games, question-
naires and entertainment. We are all very 
grateful to the College and also the Boys 
there, who were all so kind and helpful to us.  
 
 As this is our last issue before we 
resume in September we would like to say 
thanks to everyone who has helped us in any 
way all year, both financially and otherwise 
and not forgetting lovely Fiona, who comes 
to us each Tuesday afternoon to impart her 
supreme knowledge of art to al budding art-
ists. So enjoy a safe and happy Summer with 
plenty of sunshine. We hope to see more 
new faces on our return to the Abbey in Sep-
tember. We meet at 2.30 on Tuesdays. We 
have chat, card-games, scrabble and a cuppa, 
of course. So come along and you will be 
made most welcome and make new friends. 
 
 So until then slán ar feadh tamall 
beag agus rath Dé ar gach éinne agus fe 
choimirce Mhuire dhíbh. 
 
Maureen Spain (PRO) 

CLANE MUSICAL AND DRA-
MATIC SOCIETY 

 
CLANE CELEBRATES! 
Clane Musical & Dramatic Society are once 
again celebrating receiving an AIMS nomi-
nation for their recent production of Cole 
Porter’s most famous and successful musical 
Kiss me, Kate. The show met with unani-
mous approval from audiences and that ap-
proval was echoed in the AIMS’ adjudicator 
Peter Kennedy nominating Marie Cusack: 
Best Stage Management  
 
The Society is delighted for our friends in 
neighbouring Societies who also received 
several nominations Helena Begley: Best 
Actress 9 to 5 Newbridge Musical Society. 
Leixlip Musical and Variety Group: Rock of 
Ages. Harold’s Cross/Tallaght Musical Soci-
ety: Urinetown. 

 
 There will be excited contingents 
from Kildare Societies heading to Killarney 
next month for the annual AIMS Awards 
weekend – an event that has been compared 
to the Oscars!  Break legs all! 
 
In the meantime CMDS has an extremely 
busy few months ahead. 
 
First up is a Summer Camp for 8 to 12 year 
olds which will be held in The Abbey from 
11th to 15th July – 10.00 am until 2.00 pm 

daily - €90 for first child - €80 for second 
child. The Camp will be coordinated by 
Choreographer Grainne Jones, who will be 
joined by Arthur McGauran (Drama) and 
Michael Fay (Music) and Fran Styles (Hair 
& Make up) to give an all round fun week of 
stagecraft. Interested? Then enrol your child 
now – places are limited and there are cur-
rently only a handful of places remaining.  
For booking form telephone Grainne at 086 
0864380 or email us at clanemusicalsocie-
ty@gmail.com.  
 
Next up is a series of Workshops for 14-18 
year olds. The Drama and acting 
Workshops will start on Saturday 25th June 
in The Abbey and will run for six weeks 
from 10.00am until 2.00pm each Saturday. 
The Tutors are from our successful 
production of “Cinderella” - Prince 
Charming himself - Robert Gallagher and 
his side kick Manzorini - Conor Burnell with 
support from many others over the course of 
the six weeks. Fees are 100 euro for the 
course and numbers are limited so all 
interested should contact CMDS at 
clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com.   
 

7 

 

The Society was delighted when members 
requested that we repeat the Adult One Day 
Workshop which we held last year .  The 
Westgrove provides perfect facilities and 
has been booked for Saturday 3rd September.  
The format is for four sessions (5 to 6 per 
group depending on numbers) covering Per-
formance, Music, Choreography and Hair & 
Make up. The day presents great value at 

€30 per person and is open to all. Please 
email clanemusicalsocieyt@gmail.com or 
phone 087 7916989 for further information. 
Fancy a Saturday night out with friends that 
doesn’t cost a fortune? CMDS are hosting a 
KARAOKE NIGHT in The Westgrove Ho-
tel on Saturday 16th July next – further de-
tails will be released shortly, but if you fan-
cy yourself as a Byonce or Rihanna or Mi-
chael Buble or Ed Sheerin, why not get the 
vocal chords ready and maybe win yourself 
a few euro into the bargain? Watch this 
space. 
 
Next play readings will be on 1st June – 
plays and casts to be decided for two one 
acts to be staged on the 19th and 20th August.  
If you’re interested, please phone 087 
7916989. 
Sadie O’Reilly PRO - CMDS 
 

GRAFFITI AND OTHER              
ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 

 
Judging in the Tidy Towns can take place 
any time between 1st June and 31st August. 
Clane has been participating in this for 43 
years now, since 1973. Clane’s participation 
in Tidy Towns goes back even further. It 
was commenced by the I.C.A. in the 60s. An  
incredible amount of improvements have 
been made in the area over the intervening 
years. Trees which were planted in the early 
years are now fully grown! Parks, play areas 
riverside walks, roadside greenbelts, restora-
tion of the Village Green, re-roofing of the 
Abbey Ruins, etc, etc, have been achieved. 
Shrubberies and flowerbeds have been 
planted and maintained. The people of 
Clane have imposed their character on 
where they live. Many have gone on to their 
eternal reward. 

 
 The majority of those involved hap-
pen to be women but, be they women or 
men, they have shown great care and crea-
tivity. They have worked with the communi-
ty as a whole and have received great sup-
port and assistance. This is very much ap-
preciated. We are Bronze Medal Winners 
Nationally and  the hope is to improve on 
this as time goes on. However, if we never 
won any of the major awards it is reassuring 
to see that the quality of life has been added 
to over and over. 
 
 In recent years an extremely ugly 
practice of graffiti has shown its face and, 
despite the good efforts of so many, there is 
an obvious effort being made by a few to 
bring the place down to the level of a slum. 
They take pleasure in being destructive and 
hurtful. We would appeal to the members of 
the community to keep their eyes and ears 
open for evidence to identify the perpetrator 
or perpetrators. Absolute confidentiality will 
be guaranteed. If you have any clues of 
identification please ring the Editor’s phone 
number as on page 2.   
 

I.C.A. 
 

We are coming to the close of another 
“I.C.A. year”. It is scary to note how fast the 
months have flown since last September  -
life seems to be speeding by. The weekly 
activities and meeting new members kept 
everyone interested in different projects. 
“Sports Star” for month of May  -Grace 
Murphy. A destination for the summer out-
ing isn’t decided on yet, but options are in 
the pipeline. The Guild extends every best 
wish to valued member, Jo Mahony, who 
celebrates her 90th Birthday at this time, and 
with her young-at-heart attitude, she should 
easily make the century! On a sad note  -we 
extend sincere sympathy on the untimely 
death of her beloved nephew  -local histori-
an John Noonan, also to his family and 
friends. May his generous soul Rest in 
Peace. Congratulations to all the girls who  
have made their First Holy Communion. 
May they enjoy many more blessings in the 
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