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EDITORIAL 
 

It is good to have reached that time of year 
when the days can only lengthen from now 
on and hopefully the weather improve. Hav-
ing a renewed Community Council with 42 
years of successful undertakings and contin-
ued community support is another cause for 
optimism. On page 3 you will see that  23 
members were nominated. We are delighted 
to welcome 3 new members. It is disappoint-
ing that there were not a lot more, especially 
as every effort was made to encourage them. 
It is equally important of course that a sub-
stantial number of experienced previous 
members should be prepared to step forward 
and maintain continuity. We could still do 
with a big boost in female membership, 
which increased by 1, but some of the most 
important community contributions have 
been and are continuing to be made by those 
we have, now 7. 
 
 The AGM will be held in the Abbey 
Community Centre on Monday January 25th 
at 8pm. Any member of the community is 
welcome to attend and perhaps you will be 
inspired to get involved when nominations 
are once more being invited in two years 
time. Keep in mind the many achievements 
of past years, which include among many 
others, the acquisition of the Stream Park in 
2 parts, one of which is now the Children’s  
Playground, The Abbey Community Centre 
and Evergreens’ Centre  -reconstructed from 
the old Church of St. Michael, roofless since 
it re-located to Millicent in 1883, the River-
side Walk, etc, etc.  
 
 In up-coming meetings consideration 
will be given to the many suggestions which 
were made when members of the communi-
ty were invited to comment on “What Clane 
Needs”. Reports on these discussions, and 
any proposals which may arise out of them, 
will be given in future editions of Le Chéile. 
 
 We wish all a very Happy New Year.   

 
 
 

CALENDAR 
 

Wednesday, 20th January 
Clane Local History Group will present a 
talk by Nick Coy on "The History of Mining 
in Co. Wicklow" in the GAA Centre, Pros-
perous Road, Clane at 8pm.              See p. 4 
Monday 25th January 
The AGM of Clane Community Council 
will be held in the Evergreens’ Room of the 
Abbey Community Centre at 8pm. All wel-
come. 
Tuesday 26th January 
C.C.E. Classes in Tin whistle, Fiddle will 
recommence and new students always wel-
come.                                              See p. 6 
Monday 25th January 
Tuesday 26th January 
Wednesday 27th January 

Scoil Phádraig Enrolment 
for Junior Infants 2016/2017 
9.30a.m. – 12noon and 2.00p.m. - 3.00p.m. 
                                              See p. 7 
 
Traditionally, over the 42 years that Le 
Chéile has been running for, since January 
1974, it has been difficult to get contribu-
tors, to come up with their articles during 
the holiday period of Christmas and the New 
Year. Now that we are on the Internet and 
target the first of each month rather than a 
week into the month we have great difficulty 
meeting our deadline. Please excuse!  
 
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S DEADLINE 

The deadline for receipt of material for the 
February issue of Le Chéile is   

Monday 25th January                     

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: margaretmcevoy1@eircom.net 

Get Le Chéile on  www.clanecommunity.ie 
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www.clanecommunity.ie 
 

NEW MEMBERS NOMINATED 
 

Following the recent Community Council 
Nomination process the following, subject to 
confirmation at our first meeting, is the list of 
Members for the term 2016-2017. We con-
gratulate each and everyone on their willing-
ness to volunteer and serve the community. 
This will take the Community Council for-
ward to its 45th year, having been formed in 
1973. 
 
Maurice Austin  
Declan Behan   
Paul Carroll   
John Daly   
Nellie Dillon   
Marion Doolan  
Des Drumm   
Niamh Fitzgerald  
Nick Fitzgerald   
Martine Grogan  
Martina Healy   
John Kennedy   
Peter Kirwan   
Henry Lowry   
Eamonn Lynch  
Tom McCreery  
John McDonagh  
Padraig McEvoy  
Tony McEvoy   
Rita Mahon   
Robert Mahon   
Anne Noonan   
John Power 
 
The AGM will take place in the Abbey Com-
munity Centre on Monday 25th January at 

8pm. All members of the community are 
welcome to attend. The new Committee for 
the coming year will be elected from the 
above list of members.  
 Persons nominated by residents asso-
ciations and other organizations in the area 
served by Clane Community Council are 
invited to attend subsequent meetings, from 
February onwards and represent their organi-
zations at the Ordinary Meetings. The only 
constitutional requirement is that written 
evidence of nomination by their organization 
will be required and that the organizations 
concerned should be non party political. 
 
 

HEWETSON SCHOOL  
 

[The report arrived just after the De-
cember issue had gone on the website] 

 
On Wednesday 25th November Hewetson 
School, Millicent, Clane participated in the 
Intel Mini Scientist Competition. We had an 
excellent standard of projects including The 
Physics of Football  
What is Hemochromatosis  
How much weight can surface tension hold?  
 
We were visited by three judges from Intel 
and 7 pupils were named as runners up  
Pia Mc Elligott  
Holly Killian  
Georgie Conolly-Carew  
Lilly Raben  
Cian tucker  
Poppy Fitzpatrick  
Lucy Fitzpatrick  
 
Our over winner was Sarah Kenny with an 
excellent project on hand washing and hy-
giene called “Water is not Enough”. Sarah 
will go on to the regional final in Intel, 
Leixlip on Friday 11th December. Best of 
Luck to Sarah from all at Hewetson’s.  
 
 
CLANE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 

 
Clane Local History Group will present a 
talk by Nick Coy on "The History of Mining 
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in Co. Wicklow" in the GAA Centre, Pros-
perous Road, Clane, on Wednesday, 20th 
January, 2016 at 8pm. Nick is a professional 
geologist and conducts annual tours of the 
Avoca Mines during Heritage Week. Admis-
sion is free and all are welcome 
 
. 

THE EVERGREENS 
 

Christmas is over once again and I’m sure 
we all miss all the excitement leading up to 
it, the family get-togethers, the giving and 
receiving of gifts and all the ceremonies. 
Now we’re ready to embrace another new 
year which brings with it a feeling of new 
beginnings and possibilities with fresh hopes 
and plans, but we’re all human and cannot 
possibly keep all our resolutions; I can’t 
keep them anyway, well some not all! Look-
ing at the year ahead Pope Francis has 
launched the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of 
Mercy, which began 8th December and runs 
until the Solemnity of Christ the King 20th 
November 2016. Jubilee refers to a special 
year of remission of sins and pardon. During 
his presentation of the Jubilee Year, Pope 
Francis invited the faithful to realize the 
mercy of God as central to their lives; it real-
ly is a special year. 
 First of all I would like to thank 
CMDS for the complementary tickets to 
their first pantomime, “Cinderella”. It was a 
wonderful show and of course the calibre of 
the acting and singing was par excellence, as 
is usual from these talented artists.  
 Now I’d like to welcome to the Club 
our newest member Molly Delaney. She is a 
lovely lady and very kind and jolly and the 
life and soul of the Club. I hope she enjoys 
all our activities; she seems to enjoy herself 
very much so far. The 8th December saw us 
Evergreens in Blanchardstown Shopping 
Centre for the quintessential Christmas 
Shopping and saw us coming home laden 
with bags of bargains. 
 We had our annual night out and din-
ner at the Westgrove. We wined and dined 
to the best of fare. Our thanks to the West-
grove for the beautiful meal, after which we 
had great entertainment and spot prizes ga-
lore. We are grateful to the generous people 

who provided the lovely prizes. The night of 
course wouldn’t be complete without the 
usual gift to everyone from Santa  -the role 
being very well done by P.J.  You see he 
practices for this every year under the 
watchful eye of Sally. We ended this great 
night wishing each other best Christmas 
wishes, so go mbeirimíd beo ag an am seo 
arís le cúnamh Dé. 
 We Evergreens wish to thank the 
I.C.A. for the magnificant party they 
provided for the Senior Citizens of Clane on 
Sunday 13th December  -a wonderful dinner 
(compliments to the Chef), great 
entertainment and music, visit from Santa 
and to round off the day the I.C.A. Singers, 
led by Des Marron, gave us a lovely 
rendition of Christmas carols. Yes you are a 
great bunch of ladies no doubt. 
 May the New Year ahead be a safe, 
holy, healthy and happy one for us all. Ath 
blíain fé shonas agus fé bhrat Mhuire dhíbh 
go léir. 
 
Maureen Spain (PRO)    
 
     

CLANE ST. PATRICK’S DAY    
FESTIVAL, 2016 

 
Theme: Health and Fitness 

 
Firstly, Happy New Year to everyone. 
Thanks to all who purchased our Christmas 
Cards in December. All support from the 
cards will go to the 2016 Festival which will 
run from 11th to 18th March, with lots of 
events throughout the week. This promises 
to be a fun filled week of activities. 
 Some of the events include a Table 
Quiz, Concert with Mick Dunne and the 
Newbridge Gospel Choir, Health and Fitness 
EXPO, our Parade and Awards Night and 
lots more. 
 If you are interested in getting in-
volved in our EXPO in the Westgrove Hotel 
and Conference Centre, Clane on Sunday 
13th March please email: clanefestival@ 
Kildare.ie. 
 We are always looking for volunteers 
to join the Committee and help organize the 
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Festival events. Please let us know if you are 
interested in helping out in any way. Links: 
http://www.clanefestival.ie 
 
Mary Dunne, Chairperson. 
 
 

CLANE TOASTMASTERS 
 

Would you like to improve your self-
confidence in communication and leadership 
skills in a fun-filled empowering atmos-
phere?  
 
If your answer is YES - why not come along 
to Clane Toastmasters Meeting? - where 
wonderful learning opportunities await you!. 
Meetings take place on the FIRST and 
THIRD Wed. of each month at 7.45pm in 
Clane G.A.A. 
For further information:    Contact  Ray:  087 
9579941;  Maureen:  087 2258020 
 

www.clanetoastmasters.com 

Maureen Giblin, PRO 

 

CLANE MUSICAL & DRAMATIC     
SOCIETY 

 
On behalf of CLANE MUSICAL & DRA-
MATIC SOCIETY I would like to wish all 
the readers of Le Chéile a very happy, 
healthy and peaceful New Year. The Society 
is very grateful to the continued support from 
our patrons, sponsors and audiences over the 
years and will continue in 2016 to strive to 
maintain our high standards and entertain 
you by producing our Musical Kiss me, Kate 
in April, a drama and, thanks to the success 
of Cinderella, another pantomime in 2016. 
 
We still need men, from 17 years and up-
wards to complete the cast for Kiss me, Kate.  
Come along to The Abbey on Tuesday 5th 
January and meet everyone – we’re a friend-
ly bunch and it might just be the start of 

something wonderful for 2016! 
Once again – HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
Sadie O’Reilly 
PRO - CMDS 
 
 

BALLADS OF 1916 
 

Sean Brennan, who is an early past pupil of 
Scoil Mhuire Community School continues 
to write songs. This time he is motivated by 
the centenary commemorations for 1916.  
 His latest compositions are:               1
- ’We Remember The People Of Easter ’16’  
2– ‘Sean MacDiarmada’ 
 
Sean is a member of the band Story Boys and 
they perform the ballads on Disc published 
by LCM Promos:  Booking Enquiries: Tel. 
086-120-2783 
 
The songs are brilliantly lyrical and motiva-
tional. Sean’s comment on the cover is  “I 
hope these songs pay tribute to the varied 
people who shaped 1916’s history - The Vol-
unteers, The Innocent Children and the Good 
Citizens like Francis Skeffington”.   They do! 
 
There is a photo on the cover of a little tod-
dler  -an innocent little boy called John Fos-
ter who was killed in the trouble- playing 
with a toy horse. He is one of those referred 
to in verse 2 of the first ballad: 
‘And Mothers Buried Young Children in 
Ireland’s Fields Of Green 
We Remember Those Children Of 1916’ 
I feel we will be hearing a lot of them. 
 
 

CLANE GOLF CLUB 

Firstly we wish everybody a happy & healthy 
2016. 
Due to the extremely bad weather the golf 
course has been closed from early December. 
When we look at other parts of the country, 
we are very lucky that only the golf has been 
affected & we have been fortunate to avoid 
the misery experienced elsewhere throughout 

http://www.clanetoastmasters.com/
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the country. 
Our AGM was held on 7th December & the 
following Officers and Committee were 
elected: 
President          : Diarmuid F.Coonan. 
Captain              : Michael Connolly. 
Vice-Captain     : John McAndrew. 
Ex-Officio          : Declan Mahony. 
Hon. Treasurer : Fintan Connolly. 
Hon. Secretary : Eamonn Howlin. 
Competiton & 
Handicap Sec.   : Seamus Carew. 
 
Committee        : 
Sean Byrne, Bernard Campbell, Jim 
Craughwell, Aidan Donovan, Brendan Ma-
hony, Paul Morrissey, Ger Nevin & Daire 
O’Broin. 
 
Competition Results:    
 
Turkey Competition: 
Singles Competition 
Winner Sean Byrne  37 pts 
Joint Second Pat McNamee 24 pts 
Joint Second Tim Moran  24 pts 
 
Team Competition 
Winners: G. Nevin, M. Kelleher, T. Bryan,          
      T. Moran.                           257 pts     
Second:    S. Carew, A. Dunne, P. McNamee
       J. O’Donnell.                    256 pts 
Third:       S. Duffy, S. Byrne, M. Byrne,  
                 J. Duffy.                            253 pts 
 
Christmas Draw Winners 

Member's Draw €100 each 2015 

1st Dominic Coonan 
2nd      Aidan Donovan 
3rd       Sean Brilly 
4th       Lar Blanchfield 
 
Forthcoming events: 
 
Spring League- As soon as weather permits, 
this will start. If interested in playing on a 
team, please notify Seamus Carew. 
 
Again, we would like to wish everybody a 
very happy, healthy and prosperous 2016. 
 

Eamonn Howlin 
Hon. Secretary, Clane G.C. 
 

PRO REPORT 01/01/2016 

 

COMHALTAS CEOLTÓIRI     EIR-
EANN 

 
Clane CCE had a very good year in 2015, 
our annual general meeting was held some 
time ago, and we wish the out going com-
mittee members Margaret Gannon, Deirdre 
McGeever and Bridget Loftus  the very best 
for the future and glad they are remaining 
very much with the branch and we thank 
them for their commitment and work during 
their reign. We also wish the new Chairper-
son the very capable and great stalwart of 
the branch Catherine Burcheal, Secretary 
Annmarie Lalor and new treasurer Avril 
Walsh.  The very best of luck for the future 
to all. Classes in Tin whistle, Fiddle will 
recommence Tuesday Jan 26th and new stu-
dents always welcome. Sessions will contin-
ue in 2016 on last Friday of each month with 
January  session commencing on Friday 29th, 
usual time at 9:00pm in Clane GAA. We 
will keep you posted on the usual events 
which will take place this year starting with 
the County Fleadh which will take place in 
Kilcock again on April. More news on this 
to follow. We would like to take this oppor-
tunity to wish all our patrons and members a 
very happy and musical 2016 and to “Trad” 
enthusiasts out there maybe this is your year 
to learn an instrument. So for more details 
please contact our new chairperson Cathe-
rine Burcheal on 087-2660506  
 
Mairead Swords. 
 
 
 

SCOIL PHÁDRAIG ENROLMENT 
For Junior Infants 2016/2017 

 
Dates:       Monday 25th, Tuesday 26th and 
Wednesday, 27th January, 2016  
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Times:       9.30a.m. – 12noon and 
2.00p.m. - 3.00p.m. 
 
Location: Entrance Lobby 
 
Parents  should  bring  along  a  copy  of  the  
Child’s Birth Certificate,  Baptismal Certificate 
(if Baptised outside of the Parish of Clane), 
PPS Number and copy of a recent Utility Bill. 
 
 

THE ENVIRONMENT 
 

Man is the only creature which pollutes the 
environment. The trees of the forest drop 
tons of leaves every autumn. These rot away 
in due course and their mineral content is 
recycled to sustain the further growth of 
forest timbers. The same is true for the birds 
and animals which are our fellow occupants 
of the globe. Likewise for the fish and other 
occupants of the sea. There is a fundamental 
law of physics which states that: Entropy (or 
the state of disorder) tends to increase at all 
times. Ancient buildings, such as the pyra-
mids, will slowly deteriorate until nothing 
remains of them other than a pile of sand. It 
takes energy and on-going work to oppose 
this. Think of the state your room would 
deteriorate into if you did not regularly work 
on restoring its order. The Creator designed 
the plant and animal world to avail of the 
sun’s energy to maintain order at all levels 
in the plant and animal world.   
 The irony is that man alone is aware 
of the consequences of his actions, of what 
is right and what is wrong. He alone has the 
option to do what is right or otherwise. Oth-
er species are controlled by instinct and the 
forces of nature. That having been said, 
wouldn’t it be a much better world if we 
didn’t have to live with litter, graffiti and 
vandalism, among other things. The money 
saved would make a great difference. The 
positive effects on the environment would 
mean that the world would be much more 
positive place to grow up in. 
 
 
 

GRAVESTONES AT THE ABBEY 
 

First Published in Jan. ‘83  from 
notes prepared by Fr. Thompson, S.J. 

 
 To clarify, we are of course speaking 
about the graveyard associated with the re-
stored ruins of the old Parish Church of St. 
Michael’s. This is acknowledged as occupy-
ing the original site of Clane Abbey.  
 Archdeacon Handy, who was an 
elected member of the first committee, in-
formed the Community Council in March 
’74 that the Bell Tower had been con-
demned by the C. of I. architect and that it 
would have to be demolished if urgent 
works were not undertaken. He stated that 
the Church Body favoured handing over the 
old ruins, which had been roofless since 
1883, to the community for a very nominal 
fee, if these works could be organized, ra-
ther than accept an alternative offer to lower 
the tower to roof level and convert the build-
ing into stables. The transfer was made in 
August ‘74.  
 Scaffolding was erected and with 
assistance from the late John O’Connell, 
who supplied skilled tradesmen at cost, the 
work was completed on the tower within 
about a week. With this secured, the gate 
was securely locked to exclude intrusion of 
animals which had already damaged and 
flattened the majority of its headstones. It 
was to remain like this for the next decade 
until an AnCo Scheme was established in 
1983 and the necessary finance secured, 
which was to enable us to reconstruct the 
old ruins as a Community Centre.  
 Following this a  notice was placed 
in the national papers signifying the inten-
tion to remove the fallen headstones to the 
peripheral wall. There were no objections. 
The graveyard had been officially closed in 
1915 when that on the Sallins Road was 
opened. 
 The following account of the inscrip-
tions is taken from notes made by Andy 
Fitzgerald Foreman, Firmount, of recon-
struction of the Abbey  –under AnCo 1983-
’86. A number of the AnCo team were in-
volved in transcribing from the stones. It 
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was originally typed by Fr. Robert Thomp-
son, S.J. Both are since deceased, R.I.P. 
 The number of stones is 30 but 3 are 
flaked away to the exclusion of all inscrip-
tions. A number of corrections have been 
made following a recent survey. Three 
“stones” have been omitted as there is no 
evidence for their existence. One stone, that 
of Samuel Mills, had its details misrepresent-
ed and and these have now been corrected; 
see below. 
 
The family tomb of the Wogans of 
Rathcoffey is an altar tomb surmounted by 
three stone plaques. The uppermost plaque 
bears a plain shield with the date 1618. The 
next plaque bears the date 1716 and contains 
the arms of Wogan and those of O’Neill. 
This refers to the marriage of Nicholas 
Wogan, who was then living at Rathcoffey, 
to Rose, the daughter and heiress of Sir Neill 
O’Neill of Killileagh, Co. Antrim. The low-
est plaque bears the following inscription in 
raised letters: 
 “Here lieth entombed the body of 
William Wogan of Rathcoffey Esquire who 
deceased the last day of December in Anno 
Domini 1616 being of the adge of XXVII 
years.” 
 
On the front of the altar there are representa-
tions of six human figures, three males and 
three females. The males are on the left. 
Over each are the initials; NW, IW, WW, 
EW, MW, IW.  These refer to his children. 
Unfortunately, the sculptor left the tomb 
unfinished, as only one of the figures, a fe-
male is finished. The rest are only blocked 
out. 
 William Wogan, who in recent years,  
along with a number of others, known as the 
Baltinglass Martyrs, was declared a martyr 
by the Vatican for his religious beliefs, was 
executed in Dublin in 1581. They are pres-
ently going through the process of Beatifica-
tion.  
 He was born in Rathcoffey Castle in 
1543. He trained as a lawyer and in 1570 
inherited the Wogan lands in Co. Kildare. He 
was arrested following the collapse of the 
Baltinglass Rebellion in 1580.  

 Local Historian Seamus Cullen feels 
it is likely that he was buried in the Wogan 
family tomb in Clane graveyard. 
 
[The Wogan Tomb was not included in the 
1983 survey, which concentrated on the fall-
en stones which were being removed to the 
peripheral wall]  
  

This monument was erected by 
Osborne Oakes to the members of 

His posterity 
His brother Edward Oakes, 

Died 3rd February 1757, aged 19 
As also his brother Richard age 24 
And sister Elizabeth Oakes aged 21 

They both died 27th April 
The year as above 

 
[3 deaths within 3 months might indicate a 

plague!] 
 

IHS 
This monument was erected by  

Christopher Rourke in memory of  
His father John Rourke who 

Departed this life  May 26th 1806 
Aged 75 years 

And his brother James Rourke 
Who departed this life  

February 16th 1822 aged 29 years. 
 

May they rest in peace.  
 

[The Rourke stone may refer to the family 
which was recorded as living at Manzors’ in 

the Valuation Survey 1848. One Thomas 
Rourke was identified as living there at the 

time, being possessed of a “house, offs., 
limekiln, yard and garden having a rateable 

valuation of £4.15.0. The limekiln was locat-
ed at what is now the “Big Green” in Lough-

bollard Estate.] 
 

HIS 
Erected by Mary Clark of Clane 

In memory of her husband 
Dennis Clarke 

Departed March 17th 1750 
Also her daughter Rose Clark 

Who departed August 29th 1777 
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Aged 29 years 
 

Erected by 
Mrs. Deborah A. Hill of 

Willmount , Howth Road, Dublin. 
In memory of her beloved mother 

Mrs. Georgina Glennon 
Who died 24th July 1894 

Also her sister Elizabeth Glennon 
Who died 24th April1885 

And her brother William Orme 
Glennon who died in the year 1865 

and John Orme Glennon of Moatfield, Clane 
Who died 23rd June 1905. 

R.I.P. 
 

[The Glennons appear to have been the resi-
dents of Moatfield House.] 

Here lies the body of Richard Warburton of 
Firmount of ye county of Kildare who de-
parted this life 30th November 1765, aged 

80 years.  
 

[The word “Firmount” was originally mis-
represented by “Willmount”. It is unmistak-

enly “Firmount”.]   
 

Memory of Miss Elizabeth Francis Digby of 
Landenstown, Co. Kildare who departed this 

life 25th June 1890 at an advanced age. 
Dearly beloved by her relatives and friends. 
This monument ordered by her grandnieces 

Lady Henrietta Eliza Guinness and Lady 
Geraldine Digby St. Lawrence. 

 
Sacred to the memory of Vincent Stammer, 
third son of Commander Edward Turner, 

R.N. and Elizabeth his wife, who departed 
this life 9th January 1858, aged 22 years. 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. 

 
Alicia Lennon, born November 1799. Died 

November 17th 1866. 
 

William Arthur Caufield, aged 4 years. Died 
March 5th 1857 (and beside him) Mary 

Smith. Ob April 25th 1857, aged 64 years. 
(the two effigies are within railings: each in 

the form of a coffin sculpted from stone) 
 

[On examination the name “Carefield” has 
been replaced with Caulfield, of which there 
can be no mistake, and “Smitit” has likewise 

been replaced with Smith.. 
The child’s stone has in addition the inscrip-
tion:  Suffer the little children to come unto 
me and forbid them not for as such is the 

Kingdom of God. 
The adult’s stone has:  Surely goodness and 

mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life.  AMDG will dwell in the house of the 

Lord for ever. 
[It is of interest that William Caulfield (the 
same name as the child) is recorded as Rec-

tor from 1851-1867, when he died. 
We hope to do some research into the facts] 

  
To the memory of Emilia Cumming, Dowa-

ger Lady Fitzgerald, died Killybegs 16th 
December 1881, aged 96 years. Her end was 

peace looking for that blessed hope. 
 

Here lieth the body of Edward Connor of 
Clane, Son of John, aged 22. His glass was 
run. March 20th 1820. [Cowner in original}  

 
Mary Kenny, died April 25th 1820. 

 
Erected by Andrew and Patrick Knox of 
Bodenstown in memory of their beloved 
Father, Michael Knox, who departed this 
life on October 20th 1837 aged 70 years. 

 
Erected by Redmond Connell in memory of 
his son Matthew died April 2nd 1771. Aged 

18 years R.I.P. 
 

This stone was erected by Robert Hermon in 
memory of his once most faithful servant 

and soldier, John Hitchcock, born in Work-
field Near Bridge, North. Shropshire, Eng-

land: died 1743. Aged 84 years. 
 

This tomb marks the burial ground of David 
Edges of Moatfield who departed this life 

15th April 1821 aged 66 years. 
 

Erected to the memory of Alexander Hill of 
Daars who died 17th March 1876 aged 77 

years; also his wife Maryanne Hill who died 
24th March 1885 aged 80 years; also John 
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Hill, son of above who died 8th June 1908 
aged 73 years. [1885 corrected from 1835] 

 
Sacred to the memory of Richard Wilson of 
Prosperous who died on 9th June 1876 aged 
84 years and his wife Elizabeth Wilson, nee 

Power who died 13th July 1878 aged 81 
years. Looking unto Jesus. Stone erected by 
his nephew Richard Wilson in affectionate 

remembrance. 
 

Of your charity pray for the souls of John 
O’Sullivan M.D. of Clane who died 1st June 

1871 aged 68 years, also his beloved wife 
Anne (and) Teresa O’Sullivan, nee Tracey, 
who died 6th October 1887 aged 62 years. 
God grant them eternal rest. (West side of 
monument): Family burial place of John 
O’Sullivan M.D. of Clane. (South side): 

Their children Anne, Xaviour and Nora who 
died young, also their son Daniel born Sep-
tember 5th 1858, died 6th December 1934 

aged 76 years. [removed typo ’and’] 
  

[ John O’Sullivan, M.D. was the dispensary 
doctor in Clane. He was an original trustee 

of the Boys’ National School. The cross was 
dismantled in the mid 1980s and wrapped in 
plastic in a failed attempt to steal it. It would 

be nice to re-erect it] 
 

Here lieth the body of John Digby of Lan-
denstown who departed this life July 17th 

1786 aged 95. The following members of the 
Digby family are interred in this grave: Rev. 
John Digby of Landenstown who died 4th 

July 1838, John William Digby of Landens-
town who died 27th August 1846; Miss Hen-

rietta Barfoot of Midlington House, Hants 
who died 15th February  1875. 

 
Erecter by Srgt. William Carrol, RIC for his 

wife Annie dep. 13th July 1904, aged 32 
years. 

 
Erected in memory of William Eldor who 

died 28th June 1880, aged 50 years; also his 
beloved wife Elizabeth who died 20th Feb-

ruary 1886 aged 66 years. 
 

Erected by George Larmon to Father, Moth-
er, Brothers, Sisters. Also the above George 

and wife Catherine and son Christopher 
 

This stone was rect by Elizabeth Hanlon in 
memory of her daughter Judith Hanlon who 

departed this life 24 Dec. 1784 aged 26 
years. 

 
[The name was originally misrepresented as 

Hanley.] 
 

Erected by Ellen Burns in memory of her 
father, John Burns, who departed this life 

Nov. 1st 1829, aged 61 years.  
Also her mother, Jane, who died Dec. 1st 

1847, aged 72 years. 
Also her brother William, who died March 

1842, aged 40 years 
And her sisters, Maria  -died May 1825, 

aged 20 years. 
Mrs. Jane Barry, who died June 1842, aged 

39 years and 
Eliza who died young. And also in memory 
of her brother, James, who died 15th July 

1876, aged 76 years. And of Elizabeth 
Burns, wife of James Burns, who died 6th 

August 1878, aged 75 years 
Also the above Ellen Burns, who died 24th 

October 1890, aged 79 years. 
 

[The first line and last 6 were omitted in the 
transcription of 1983. The name “Burns” did  

therefore not appear.]  
 

Erected by Elizabeth Murphy to husband 
James Murphy (Esq.), Smithfields, Dublin, 
whose remains are deposited here, departed 
this life 7th December 1829 in his fiftieth 
year. Beneath are also interred the remains 

of Catherine their second daughter who died 
on 8th May 1821 aged 11 years and Frances 
their fourth daughter who died 10th January 
1828 aged 15 and Thomas their second son 

who died on 7th July 1829 aged 9 years. 
 

[The year 1829 was originally omitted] 
 

This stone was erected by Samuel Mills Esq. 
of Turnings to replace an old one  
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Sacred to the memory of his Great Grand 
Father, Grand Father and Grand Mother and 
also in memory of his own Mother and Fa-

ther who died September 1817, his own 
Brother John (   ?    ) deceased June 1826 
(and als?)o (  ?  )n Mills who died March 

17th 1831 aged 62 years. 
Also his Brother Henry who died 21st Au-

gust 1852, aged 62 years. Here also lies 
Samuel Mills Esq. of Turnings who erected 

this stone in place of an older one which 
bore the date AD 1600. He departed in peace 

this life 7th June 1869 aged 73 years. 
 

This stone was erected by W. Bohan in 
memory of his father Thomas Bohan, depart-

ed this life in the year AD 1800 aged 67 
years; also Beaghan who departed this life 

August 1750. 
 

[Does “Beaghan” refer to an un-named ba-
by?] 

 
To the memory of Louisa Selina, dearly be-
loved wife of Thomas Bonynge who depart-

ed this life 22nd March 1778. The Lord 
giveth and the Lord taketh away. Also the 

above Thomas Bonynge who died 27th April 
1892 aged 85. Also Isabella Bonynge, their 
daughter who died May 6th 1906 aged 62 

years.  
 

Died 1916 Athy Clowery sister-in-law of 
Tom Corrigan (The Stream, Clane), Mrs 

Walsh, Aunt of Tom Corrigan, Woodbine 
Cottage and Ellen Farrell, Moat Commons. 

 
John and Mary Geoghan (Father and Mother 
of Jim Geoghan), Rosanna Geoghan, Sister-
in-law, Hugh Geoghan, Brother in Law and 

Pat Geoghan. 
 

Maureen Fulham, granddaughter of Mary 
Jane, Rathangan (Pub and Grocery), Tom 

Kavanagh and Family, Moat Commons and 
young Tom, Betaghstown. 

 
Ref: Johnny Campbell, Caretaker of Grave-

yard, Grandfather of the present Christy 
Campbell of the Stream. (From notes taken 
by A.F., Firmount, of reconstruction of  Ab-

bey  -under AnCo 1983-’86) Originally 
typed by R.T., S.J..  

 
 The 30 or so graves identified by me-
morial stones would constitute only a small 
fraction of the people buried in this grave-
yard over many centuries since the coming 
of Christianity or before. Three of these 
stones are badly flaked and decayed and 
totally unreadable. Gravestones were a rare 
exception down to comparatively recent 
years. Sometimes graves were marked with a 
little bolder or by the sowing of a new yew 
tree. In many cases they were not marked at 
all. When the Abbey Graveyard around the 
Friary ruins was officially opened in 1915, it 
had become impossible to dig a grave any-
where in the old graveyard without uncover-
ing a mass of old bones. It became officially 
closed. 
 During its time, in order to dig a new 
grave a family had to pay a fee of £5 to the 
Rector. When homeless people died they 
were often smuggled in to be buried under 
cover of darkness. Older people used to 
point to three little surface piles inside the 
front wall, which marked the graves of three 
tramps who lived in a local lodging house 
and who for years had played musical instru-
ments on the Green during long summer 
evenings, much to the delight of the commu-
nity. As each came to the end of his days 
they were buried under the little piles in 
question.  
 

Died 1916 Athy Clowery* sister-in-law of 
Tom Corrigan (The Stream, Clane), Mrs 

Walsh, Aunt of Tom Corrigan, Woodbine 
Cottage and Ellen Farrell, Moat Commons. 

 
John and Mary Geoghan (Father and Mother 
of Jim Geoghan), Rosanna Geoghan, Sister-
in-law, Hugh Geoghan, Brother in Law and 

Pat Geoghan. 
 

Maureen Fulham, granddaughter of Mary 
Jane, Rathangan (Pub and Grocery), Tom 

Kavanagh and Family, Moat Commons and  
 

young Tom, Betaghstown. 
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 These last three listed are obviously 
not from gravestones but have been included 
from the memories of people who made ver-
bal contributions. Though they do not qualify  
under the heading of “Gravestones at the 
Abbey”, we have left them in nevertheless.  
 What is less excusable is the altera-
tions made to the Samuel Mills Headstone 
(p. 11), which made it read as follows when 
it was originally published back in 1983. 
 

 “This stone was erected by Samuel Mills 
Esq. of Turnings to Hugh Geoghan and Atty 
Clowery*. Also his Brother Henry who died 
21st August 1852, aged 62 years. Here also 

lies Samuel Mills Esq. of Turnings who 
erected this stone in place of an older one 

which bore the date AD 1600. He departed in 
peace this life 7th June 1869 aged 73 years.” 

 
The Samuel Mills stone is correctly tran-
scribed on page 11, above. It is a massive 
stone all of 6 feet in height. It had been bro-
ken into 6 or more pieces. The team in 1983 
very efficiently reassembled these pieces 
against the highest wall in the Graveyard. 
That is behind the wall which was originally 
part of the Parish School, behind the School 
Master’s House (now Cash’s). Because of 
the joints there are the inevitable few words 
which create a difficulty. 
 
Another grave which must be mentioned is 
that of Doctor Patrick Hewetson of Be-
taghstown, who in his day was President of 
the Royal College of Surgeons and in his 
Will requested that he be buried in the 
Church in Clane (presumably under the 
floor) and that his financial resources be used 
to set up a trust for the education of the chil-
dren of the area. 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
  

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


