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 EDITORIAL 
 

February 1st marks the beginning of Spring 
in the Celtic calendar. Internationally it be-
gins in March. St. Brigid’s Day replaced the 
pagan feast of ‘Imbolc’, which celebrated 
the new lambs, ’bolg’ being the belly in 
Gaelic and with it went the indications of 
pregnancy and fertility. With Spring came 
the primrose and a host of new life. The 
word ‘Spring’ we are told is of Indo-
European origin  -the language which pre-
ceded all the languages of Europe and Asia. 
It is said to come from ‘Sprengh’, meaning 
rapid movement, as in the Irish ‘spreag sé 
amach’(‘he jumped out’). It also applies to a 
brisk flow of water from the ground and in a 
general way to the beginnings of things. 
Surprisingly it is maintained that the use of 
the word to designate the season did not 
commence until the 16th century, replacing 
the previous term Lent. The etymological 
meaning of Lent is ‘long days’ I hope that 
gets you up and running and ready for the 
challenges ahead. 
 
 With the arrival of February a sneak-
ing optimism creeps into our everyday lives 
with the lengthening of the days, the nest-
building activity of the crows, etc. It is time 
to stir ourselves and take a positive view of 
the on-coming year. Hopefully it will be a 
successful one for all of us, both individual-
ly and in our community undertakings. The 
Community Council, as usual, had it’s 
A.G.M. on the last Monday of January and a 
renewed and enthusiastic committee is gear-
ing up to face the challenges of the year 
ahead (it’s 43rd), the challenges of Commu-
nity Games, Tidy Towns, improvements to 
the Abbey, Heritage, etc. 
 
 The Musical & Dramatic Society is 
busy with its rehearsals for its next Musical 
(Kiss me Kate). The St. Patrick’s Day  Com-
mittee are targeting the 17th March, Local 
History Groups are warming up for the 1916 
centenary. Clane GAA has had its 132nd 
A.G.M. and is still serving the community. ! 
   

 

CALENDAR 

 
Thursday 11th February 
Talk by James Durney, arranged by 
Rathcoffey History Group in Rathcoffey 
GAA Centre at 8.30pm. “Foremost and 
Ready, Kildare and the 1916 Rising”.           
See p. 3 
Friday 12th February 
Clane Musical and Dramatic Society will 
hold a fund raising Table Quiz in Manzors at 
8pm. Tables (max four people) cost €40. 
See p. 3 
Wednesday 17th February 
Clane Local History Group will present a 
night of "Music, Song and Poetry relating to 
the 1916 Rising" at 8pm in Clane GAA Cen-
tre.   See p. 3 
Saturday 20th February 
Anniversary Mass in memory of Fr. John 
Sullivan, S.J. In Gardiner Street at 11am. 
See p. 3 
Monday 29th February 

Monthly Meeting of Clane Community 

Council in the Abbey Community Centre at 

8.30pm.  

 

RATHCOFFEY HISTORY GROUP 

 

James Durney will give a talk, arranged by 
Rathcoffey History Group, in Rathcoffey 
GAA Centre on Thursday 11 February  @ 
8.30 pm. The talk, which deals with Kildare 
and the 1916 Rising is titled “Foremost and 
Ready, Kildare and the 1916 Rising”. All 
welcome. 
 

EDITOR’S DEADLINE 

The deadline for receipt of material for the 
March issue of Le Chéile is   

Monday 22nd February                     

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: margaretmcevoy1@eircom.net 

Get Le Chéile on  www.clanecommunity.ie 
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PARKVIEW RESIDENTS 
 
Hopefully the bad weather will soon pass. 
Spring is on the way and hopefully it will 
bring some good weather. Nothing major to 
report in this months edition. Sadly we have 
again lost another Neighbour and resident. 
Martina (Tina) Mc Govern sadly succumbed 
to the harsh weather and a long illness. Con-
dolences to her Family. May she rest in 
peace. Also remembering the Conor family 
Sylvia and Johnny. May the lord hold them 
in his loving arms. Congrats to Bernie and 
Jim Plunkett on their 50th anniversary. Best 
wishes to Matty/ Seamus and Jim all recover-
ing after surgery. 
 
Matt. 
 

CLANE MUSICAL & DRAMATIC     
SOCIETY 

 
Rehearsals for the Society’s next Musical 
(Kiss me, Kate ) are going really well.  The 
music and hilariously funny script (by Cole 
Porter) are really enjoyable, as is working 
with Arthur McGauran (Director) Mick Fay 
(Musical Director) and Grainne Jones 
(Choreographer).  The Society would still 
welcome some more men to complete the 
cast – please email clanemusicalsocie-
ty@gmail.com for further information or 
phone 087 7916989. 
 
A fund raising Table Quiz will be held in 
Manzor’s Village Inn on Friday 12th Febru-
ary at 8.00pm.  Tables (max four people) cost 

€40.  Everyone is welcome and we look for-
ward to seeing you all there. 
 
Thank you to Maureen Spain of The Ever-
greens for her lovely comments in the Janu-
ary issue of Le Cheile – it is heart warming 
to know that CMDS is so well appreciated by 
Maureen and her fellow members, who make 
their premises available to our casts during 
our various productions.  Thank you Ever-
greens. 
 
Sadie O’Reilly 
PRO - CMDS 

CLANE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 

For our February meeting Clane Local Histo-
ry Group will present a night of "Music, 
Song and Poetry relating to the 1916 Rising" 
on Wednesday 17th February 2016 at 8pm 
in Clane G.A.A. Club, Prosperous Road, 
Clane. Music will be provided by the popular 
Naas ballad group, de Rossa. Admission is 
free and all are welcome. 
 

FR. JOHN SULLIVAN, S.J. 
ANNIVERSARY MASS 

 
Mass will be celebrated in Gardiner Street, 
Dublin at 11am on Saturday 20th February to 
mark the anniversary of the death of Father 
John on 19th February 1933, 83 years ago. 
For further information contact Cáit Cullen. 
 

“ON FIGHTING FOR IRELAND” 
 

A Personal Reflection of the 1916 Easter 
Rising by Dr. Tom Clonan. 
 
On 13th April 8pm, Clane Parish Centre or-
ganized by the North Kildare Branch of the 
Irish Wheelchair Association. 
 
To book a free place contact The John Sulli-
van Centre on 045 861346 or email Vic-
ki.oconnell@iwa.ie 
 

CLANE GOLF CLUB 
  
Hurray! Our golf course is open again. 
After a long period when the course was 
closed due to the very poor weather that we 
had since the end of November. However 
golfing matters continued during this time 
with our AGM which was held in December 
& we have had two Committee Meetings 
since. 
We have selected our subcommittees for 
2016 & these are as follows: 
 
Youth:  Fintan Connolly & Aidan Do-
novan. 
 
Prizes:  Ger Nevin & Bernie Campbell. 
 

mailto:clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com
mailto:clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com
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Handicaps: Seamus Carew, Michael 
Kelleher & Sean Byrne. 
 
Course: John McAndrew, Brendan Ma-
hony, Sean Byrne, Declan Mahony. 
 
College:  Eamonn Howlin, Michael Con-
nolly & John McAndrew. 
 
Outings:  Declan Mahony, Michael Con-
nolly & Diarmuid F. Coonan. 
 
Mixed:  Paul Mor rissey & John McAn-
drew. 
 
Communications:  Seamus Carew &     
Eamonn Howlin. 
 
Sponsorship:  Ger  Nevin, Michael Con-
nolly & Paul Morrissey.   
 
Social:   Daire O’Broin & Eamonn Howlin. 
  
Interclub:  Bernard Campbell & J im 
Craughwell. 
 
Kilane Cup organising Committee:          
Bernard Campbell, Daire O’Broin, Aidan 
Donovan & Eamonn Howlin. 
                                                           
Interclub Team Managers: 
 
Pierce Purcell  -  J im Craughwell & Ber -
nie Campbell. 
 
Kilane Cup  -   John McAndrew & 
Eamonn Howlin. 
 
CASC Cup  -  Sean Byrne & Dec Mahony.  
 
We have also booked our three away outings 
for this year: 
Saturday 12th March 2016-  Royal Tara Golf 
Club. 
Saturday 23rd April 2016    -  County Meath 
Golf Club, Trim 
Saturday 15th October 2016- Naas Golf 
Club. 
 
 Forthcoming events: 

Teams have been selected for the Spring 
League commenced on weekend of 22nd 
January, please see website & notice board 
for details. 
The weekend of 19th February is a fr ee 
weekend, but on Saturday 20th the lady cap-
tain (Therese Merriman) will have her Cap-
tain’s Drive-in on Saturday at 12.00 p.m., so 
the latest tee time in the morning for the men 
will be 10.00 p.m.   
On Sunday 28th February  we shall have a 
Mass for Deceased Members at 8.00 a.m. , 
to be followed by a 3 man scramble , with 
prize presentation & snacks at Manzors af-
terwards. 
Sunday 12th March our  fir st away outing 
will take place to Royal Tara & we look 
forward to a good turn out to this very fine 
golf course. A Time sheet will be on the 
notice board soon, so get your name down as 
soon as you can. 
 
Competition Results:    
Spring League w/e 22nd January 2016 
First - James Malone              22 pts. 
Second- Ger Nevin                   21 pts. (last 
6) 
Third     - Diarmuid Coonan    21 pts. (last 3)   
 
Membership is now  & anybody interest-
ed should contact the undersigned. 
 
Eamonn Howlin 
Hon. Secretary, Clane G.C. 
 

THE EVERGREENS 
 

Yes indeed, we are truly into Spring  - the 
long stretch in the evenings and life and na-
ture emerging once more, giving us all a lift. 
As I stand in my doorway and look at gar-
dens around me and see the golden daffodils 
in profusion and cyclamen too, and even 
snowdrops poking their tiny heads above 
ground. 
 We are into the holy season of Lent  -     
leading to the most important feast of the 
Christian Calendar  - as we recall the death 
of  Jesus and then His rising to new life. 
What we sacrifice enables us to give God 
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more space in our lives. We are guided by 
the Sunday readings into the major experi-
ences of Christian lives  - renewing our 
commitments, opening to God’s mercy, 
recalling our Baptism and following Jesus 
through Holy Week at the end. One way of 
marking Lent is in prayer or attending 
Mass and it’s a time of renewal, reflection 
and repentance. 
 
 Good luck to Mary Dunne and her 
tireless hard-working team for the St. Pat-
rick’s Festival  -the theme being this year 
Health and Fitness  -how apt! This will be 
the 12th  -yes that’s right– St. Patrick’s 
Festival, running from 11th  -  18th March 
with entertainment for young and old alike  
-a fun filled week of activities to be en-
joyed by one and all. 
 
 We Evergreens would like to see 
some more people join our club. There 
must be plenty of you out there who would 
like to come along. We are a friendly 
bunch with many activities. So think about 
it and Beidh Fáilte  Mór Roimh Cách. 
 Sin a bfuil uaim ar feadh tamall 
beag. So for now slán agus beannacht Dé ar 
gach éinne. 
 
Maureen Spain (PRO) 

 

CLANE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

The Annual General Meeting of Clane 
Community Council took place in the Ab-
bey Community Centre on the evening of 

25th January.  
 Following the recent Community 
Council Nomination / Election process the 
following is the list of Members for the 
term 2016-2017. We congratulate each and 
everyone on their willingness to volunteer 
and serve the community. This will take 
the Community Council forward to its 45th 
year, having been formed in 1973. 
 
Maurice Austin  
Declan Behan   
Paul Carroll   
John Daly   
Nellie Dillon   
Marion Doolan  
Des Drumm   
Niamh Fitzgerald  
Nick Fitzgerald   
Martine Grogan  
Martina Healy   
John Kennedy   
Peter Kirwan   
Henry Lowry   
Eamonn Lynch  
Tom McCreery  
John McDonagh  
Padraig McEvoy  
Tony McEvoy   
Rita Mahon   
Robert Mahon   
Anne Noonan   
John Power 
Mia Touhy 
Zoe Weld 
 
 The final two on the list, Mia Touhy 
and Zoe Weld, are volunteer Transition 
Year students from Scoil Mhuire Commu-
nity School. They will be welcomed to the 
February meeting to give representation to 
the youth of the community. 
 
 There was a capacity crowd, with 
several members of the community in at-
tendance. The Chairman and Secretary, in 
their addresses, welcomed all and thanked 
the people and businesses of Clane for their 
continuing support. 
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 The following officers were elected 
for the coming year: 
Chairman Des Drumm 
Vice Chair John Kennedy 
Secretary Nick Fitzgerald 
Assist. Sec. Padraig McEvoy 
Treasurer Paul Carroll 
Assist. Treas. Martine Grogan 
PRO  Marion Doolan 
Assist PRO Tony McEvoy 
 
 As is usual the Sub Committees will 
be formed at the next ordinary meeting -on 
Monday 29th February. 
 Print-outs of submissions of Ideas for 
Clane were distributed to be discussed at up-
coming meetings. 
  The following is a summary of the 
tasks undertaken in the past year. 2015 
proved to be another busy year for the Com-
munity Council. Some of the main events & 
projects undertaken included:  

 February - 2015 saw an early start to 

community games with the swimming com-

menced on 28th February. A big thank you 

must go to Susan Galbraith who looked after 

and arranged the swimmers and their train-

ing.  

 March – saw the Community Council 

enter the St. Patrick's Day Parade in Clane 

with their specially commissioned Chitty 

Chitty Bang Bang car straight off the John 

Power Formula 1 production line in 

Loughanure. The entry caught everyone’s 

imagination and won 2nd place in the non-

Commercial float category in the parade.  

 April – the Tidy Towns programme 

was launched for the year ahead with two 

new flower beds beside the Dublin Road 

Round About. 

 May – the Intel Awards were held & 

attended by Des Drumm & John Kennedy. A 

donation or matching grant was made by 

Intel to the community council for $2,820 or 

approx. €2,400. 

 August – the annual Golf Classic was 

held on the 28th August in Knockanally and 

was another great success. A big thank you 

to the sub-committee who organised this 

event, the local businesses & individuals that 

sponsored the prizes and all those who help 

to make this a successful fundraiser.  

 September – the Tidy Towns results 

were announced and Clane continued to 

improve on their overall total points 

achieved and also managed to maintain and 

once again be awarded the Bronze Medal in 

the national Tidy Towns competition 2015.  

November – The ‘Ideas for Clane’ initiate 

kicked off earlier this year resulted in some 

very interesting ideas and proposals being 

made. These have been categorised and 

compiled into a very nice summary docu-

ment for further discussion & action by the 

Community Council, during 2016.  

 

 December: Christmas ‘Lights-
On’ & Claonadh Award 2015   A won-
derful and now annual night was held in 
the Abbey Hall on 6th December. The 
Christmas tree lights and the Tower 
lights were switched on and the guests 
were entertained by the Clane Parish 
Choir. The Claonadh Award ceremony 
was also held and the worthy recipient 
was Evelyn McKee for her tremendous 
work with The Little Way Cancer Sup-
port Centre. 
 
Tidy Towns: 

Another busy & very successful year culmi-

nated in Clane being awarded an additional 

4 points onto our 2014 tally to achieve a 

total of 295 points out of a possible 450.     

 A big thanks to all of the residents’ 

associations, businesses, schools, scouts, 

beavers, and other volunteers who supported 

this year’s events so enthusiastically. 

 There are a total of 450 marks availa-

ble under a wide range of categories includ-

ing: 
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Community Involvement & Planning 

Built Environment and Streetscape, Land-

scaping and Open Spaces, Wildlife Habitats 

and Natural Amenities, Sustainable Waste 

and Resource Management, Tidiness and 

Litter Control, Residential Streets & Hous-

ing Areas, Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes 

 The judges concluding remarks were: 

Well done Clane, an entry befitting your 

experience. Excellent submissions in a num-

ber of categories. Your upward trajectory 

continues. 

 It is fair to say that this busy sub-

committees work paid off and Clane re-

tained the Bronze Medal is this year’s Na-

tional Tidy Towns Competition. 

Local clean-up projects were tackled 

throughout the year and the sub-committee 

deserves much credit for keeping Clane 

looking well and completing a very success-

ful year. Volunteers gather every Tuesday at 

7:30pm outside the Abbey. Throughout 

2015 the Kildare 13th Beavers, the Staff of 

SuperValu Clane, the pupils of Scoil 

Phádraig and several of the businesses on 

Main Street have made wonderful contribu-

tions.  

 The wonderful achievements of lo-

cal resident’s associations, businesses and 

young athletes were all recognised at the 

annual Community Awards Night held in 

Manzor’s The Village Inn on Friday Octo-

ber 30th. The winners of this year’s Clane 

Tidy Towns Best Kept Estates and Best Pre-

sented Premises competitions were also re-

vealed. 

 During the awards evening, Chair-

man Des Drumm thanked the Tidy Towns 

committee for their hard work during the 

year, and congratulated them on gaining 4 

extra points for the village, and retaining the 

bronze medal, in the national competition. 

 Chairperson of Clane Tidy Towns 

Helen O’Flaherty then thanked the many 

individuals, businesses, community organi-

sations and resident’s associations that had 

contributed so generously to Clane’s Tidy 

Towns efforts in 2015. 

 The evening ended with the an-

nouncement of the winners of this year’s 

Best Kept Estate and Best Presented Premis-

es generously sponsored by Clane Project 

Centre. The prizes were presented by chair-

man of Clane Project Centre Kit Grogan. 

The winners were: 

Large Estates: 

First Prize: Joint winners Central Park 

& Churchfield, and Abbey Park 

Second Prize: Brooklands 

Third Prize: College Wood Manor 

Medium Sized Estates: 

First Prize: Park View. 

Second Prize: Capdoo Park 

Small Estates: 

First Prize: Mainham Wood. 

Second Prize: College Grove 

Best Presented Premises: 

Bob & Kate’s 

 

 One issue that remains a problem for 

which we saw an increase during 2015 was 

the targeting of some premises subjected to 

Graffiti. As a Community Council we need 

to be alert to this anti-social behaviour and 

ensure areas that are targeted are cleaned up 

and the Graffiti removed as soon as possi-

ble. 

Community Games:    

In advance of the local games being held the 

sub-committee arranged and held a bag pack 

in Supervalu together with a Church Gate 

Collection in early May which resulted in 

approx. €600 being collected.  

The local games (Field and Track) were 

held in Scoil Mhuire on 9th May and while it 

was an enjoyable occasion a lack of num-

bers at certain ages was noticeable. The sub-

http://clanecommunity.ie/2015/04/scoil-phadraigs-biodiversity-green-flag-initiative/
http://clanecommunity.ie/2015/04/scoil-phadraigs-biodiversity-green-flag-initiative/
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committee will need to look at ways of pro-

moting & communicating the event earlier in 

2016.  

The county games were once again held in 

Clongowes Wood College on 24th June. 

Clane & Rathcoffey participated on the night 

and had some success stories overall to re-

port. 

We congratulate the young athletes who 

were awarded medals at the All-Ireland 

Community Games championships held dur-

ing the summer. Matthew Walsh-Hussey 

was awarded the silver medal for Under 12 

Freestyle Swimming. He was carefully 

coached by Susan Galbraith, with the help of 

Agnes McGuire, and Michelle and Paul 

McLoughlin. 

Clane’s under 12 soccer team also made it 

all the way to All-Ireland medals – they se-

cured the bronze in their competition. They 

were led by the management team of Peter 

Kirwan, Derek Sheridan and Aaron Kirwan. 

Overall congratulations must go to this hard 

working sub-committee for their continued 

work at local level ensuring that we always 

have community games representatives from 

Clane & Rathcoffey. They are led by Marti-

na Healy, who coordinates all Clane & 

Rathcoffey Community Games activities. 

Heritage Sub-Committee: 

The Heritage sub-committee continues to be 

very active and throughout 2015 were busy 

finalising the location and roll out of the 

remaining heritage finger point signage and 

plaques. The Community Notice Board is 

now a main focal point of the main street and 

during 2015 the rules for use of the notice 

board was agreed.  

Friary & Abbey Graveyard: 

The AGM of the Friary & Abbey graveyard 

committee was held in April and John Bri-

ody assumed the role of chairman from the 

outgoing chairman Des Drumm. Mark 

Moffatt has taken up the role of secretary/ 

treasurer of this committee. 

The protective railings were made removable 

after twenty years or more on the completion 

of conservation works funded by the Dept. 

of the Environment, Kildare County Council 

and the people of Clane. 

The replacement signs at the entrance to the 

graveyard is just one of the projects under-

taken by this sub-committee who maintain 

the graveyard to a high standard.  

A new sound system was procured during 

the year not just for this sub-committee but 

also for use at community games and all 

other council activities and events held in the 

Abbey Hall. A sizeable donation was re-

ceived from the Friary & Abbey graveyard 

sub-committee. The annual Cemetery Mass 

was held 10th June. 

Finance: 

As a Community Council with limited fund-

ing we can only address those issues and 

projects that our current funds and income 

allows us to. However where monies are 

spent & invested they do and are making a 

difference and the continued success of the 

Tidy Towns is an example of this. However 

our current level of funds and fundraising 

generally remains an issue as was raised by 

the Chairman and Secretary in their reports.  

As a council we need to focus our discus-

sions on this issue further during 2016 to 

review all existing methods and new ways of 

raising funds.  

 The main fund raising activity in 

2015 was the annual golf classic held 28th 

August in Knockanally. Thank you to Des 

Marron, Jack Kinsella, John Cleary & Des 

Drumm for a very successful event. This 

would not be possible without the hard work 
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of Des and his team, the wider friends of 

CCC and of course to the local businesses of 

Clane. A total of €5,330 approx. was raised. 

Thank you to all involved. 

 Other revenue sources, fund raising, 

donations, grant application carried out, 

made & received by the council continued, 

in summary these were; 

The Intel matching grant in May. 

Tidy Towns – KCC & Dept of Environment. 

Clane Project Centre 

Heritage Signage 

Church gate collection held in March. 

Local businesses 

Paul Carroll (Treasurer) expanded on all 

revenues and donations received throughout 

the year in his financial report for 2015. 

 

Abbey Hall: 

The Community Council continues to bene-

fit from having the Tús workers, organized 

by Padraig McEvoy, which are employed 

not just in the Abbey but on the many other 

tasks that they carry out in the Remem-

brance Garden and around the village over-

all maintaining the landscaping, cutting 

grass etc.  

In addition to this some of the other projects 

carried out in the Abbey Hall were as fol-

lows; 

External plastering to the tool shed. 

Abbey Hall rules notices installed. 

Repairs to radiators. 

A deep clean & regular cleaning regime has 

been agreed for the Abbey using external 

cleaners.  

Removal of the old concrete hard-stand & 

steps on the front village green and replace-

ment with grass has transformed the area.  

While this report covers the activities of last 

year it is only right that we highlight some 

challenges we are facing in respect of the 

Abbey that will require some serious ex-

penditure. Both Chairman and Secretary 

addressed some of these in their reports. The 

items that the Abbey sub-committee are 

targeting for the first half of 2016 are as 

follows; 

Reroofing the Tower roof including new 

flashing & rendering to the existing internal 

parapets.  

Reconfigure & adjust the existing stage & 

stairs – to ensure fire exits are kept clear.  

Investigate and solve the dampness in the 

vertical walls of the Tower. 

 

CCC - Web Site: 

Our web site is a credit to the community 

council. It is kept current and up to date with 

the latest calendar events, articles, and latest 

editions of Le Cheile to name just a few. 

How often have you searched various web-

sites only to find the content out of date – 

this does not happen on clanecommunity.ie. 

The Le Cheile community magazine was 

published 10 times electronically during 

2015. .  

Community Council Membership: 

As we approached the middle of 2015 and 

ahead of the nominations for the new coun-

cil in December 2015 Des as Chairman 

launched one new initiative to address the 

issue of membership. 

The council agreed to commission some 

specific mail shots targeting potential new 

members over a short period in the final 

quarter of the year. This was carried out 

using three different mail shots together 

with some general advertising/ highlighting 

of the Community Council both in Le 

Cheile community magazine and using the 

community notice board.  
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CLANE GAA 

Clane GAA held its AGM in December with 
the following returned: Chairman: John 
Cribbin, Vice Chair: Tony O’Grady, Secre-
tary: Dave Cahill, Asst Secretary: Seamus 
Finn, PRO: Paddy Naughton, Treasurers: 
Brian O’Brien and John Kevin Flynn, Regis-
trar: Marie Woods, County Board Delegates: 
Frank Duffy, Tony O’Grady, Alan Watson 
& Christy Ryan. 
 
 The Clane GAA 2nd membership day 
takes place on Sunday February 14th from 12 
to 2pm in the club. All players are reminded 
that all membership has to be paid before 
commencement of training and matches. 

Adult membership is €100, Juvenile is €70 

with family membership of €140. 
 
 All teams are now coming back to 
training over the next few weeks with the 
minor footballers expected to be out on 14th 
February – fixtures have yet to be released. 
 Best wishes to the Scoil Mhuire Sen-
ior footballers who take on St Benildus of 
Stillorgan in the Leinster Senior A Champi-
onship semi-final replay this Saturday 
@2pm – venue has yet to be confirmed. 
 
 The Clane Get Fit fundraiser is prov-
ing to be a massive hit so far. There are ap-
proximately 160 people participating with a 
view to loosing weight, healthy eating, ton-
ing etc and the fundraiser is into its 3rd week. 
Over 50 stone has been lost already after the 
2 first two weeks across the group. There are 
3 more weeks left after this week and there 
will be a celebration night at the end. Well 
done all – its great to see so many people 
walking the streets of Clane on a nightly 
basis. 
 
 Our Clubhouse Café is going from 
strength to strength these days – the café is 
open from 8:30 to 4pm Monday to Friday 
with various different specials on offer along 
with some of the best coffee. 
 
 Bingo continues each Tuesday night 
@ 8:30pm. All are welcome to try win some 

of the prize money on offer each week along 
with Jackpot of over two thousand. 
 
 The lotto continues each week with 
the draw taking place each Saturday night in 

the club @ 8pm. Tickets cost €2 each or 3 

for €5 
 

CRIME IN CLANE IN 1922 
 

The following was published in Le Chéile in 
February 1987. It was taken from “Clane 
G.A.A., a Century. A History of the Club 
and the People” It was researched largely 
from the local papers of the time by a re-
search team appointed for the purpose. 
 
“Between February and August 1922, the 
10,000 men of the R.I.C., disappeared from 
the towns and villages of Ireland. Most of 
them left the country for new lives in Ameri-
ca and England. Indeed, they were glad to 
go. They had suffered appalling casualties 
during the preceding two years, with over 
500 of their members being killed. The wave 
of crime and lawlessness which followed, 
was a manifestation of long pent-up feelings 
of resentment among the communities of 
rural Ireland. Small communities which had 
never known criminal violence beyond the 
odd ’Pub Brawl’ now found themselves sub-
jected to violent crimes such as armed rob-
beries, arson and even murder. The break-
down of Law and Order was often used as an 
opportunity to settle old scores and feuds, 
many originating from the land settlements 
of previous years. In addition the breakdown 
of the Courts made it impossible to collect 
debts and enforce court orders. Merchants 
and shopkeepers who had traditionally kept 
’The Book’, began to restrict credit as they 
weren’t sure that they could ever collect. 
Many small farmers who traditionally paid 
their bills at Harvest Time, or the poor man 
waiting to sell the fat pig or the cow to calf, 
were in real difficulty. 
 
 The new Government, under Collins, 
were in dire straits. They were under attack 
from several quarters. The press of the day 
were insisting that it was the Government’s 
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prime duty to put down lawlessness and re-
store order. The British Government  were 
showing equal concern over attacks on their 
’Vested Interests’ and on occasion, Churchill 
even threatened to send back the British 
troops. 
 
 Recruitment to the new Civic Guards 
commenced in March 1922, mainly from the 
ranks of the I.R.A., many of whom were 
’Column’ men, battle hardened Guerellas, 
who had done their fighting among the hills 
of their native counties. They were given 
brief training at the R.D.S. in Dublin, and on 
25th April 1922, the first 1,500 were dis-
patched to Kildare by train, the intention 
being to deploy them throughout the coun-
tryside as quickly as possible. However, at 
Kildare,  the deep-seated anger and resent-
ment among the ’Column’ men, who had 
watched virtually ever rank above that of 
Sergeant being handed to their erstwhile 
enemies in the R.I.C., finally erupted into 
open rebellion on 11th May 1922. This led 
to a long and bitter mutiny which delayed 
their deployment for several weeks. Eventu-
ally, the Government relented, and in Sep-
tember of that year twenty five guards were 
sent to Naas and a short time later a Sergeant 
and four guards arrived in Clane. [See Foot-
note] The ’Ideal’ of giving the Irish people 
their own unarmed police which would be 
’Irish in thought and action’ was being put 
into effect. 
 
 The ordinary people of Clane had no 
foreknowledge of their coming and initially 
there was some confusion at the arrival of 
this strange group of young men in blue uni-
forms in the village. However, bye and 
large, they were well received by the local 
community, many of whom brought gifts of 
food and other essentials, which were grate-
fully received by the party, who had been 
hastily despatched with scanty supplies. 
 
 On the other hand, the new Civic 
Guards were given no honeymoon period, by 
those intent on disorder and the crimes and 
outrages continued relentlessly. Press reports 
at the time bear ample evidence of this: 22nd 

November 1922  -Straffan Post Office en-
tered by two armed men who robbed the 
postmaster John K. Delaney of £5-9-0. 27th 
November 1922 –Celbridge post office en-
tered by four armed men who stole £106 and 
a pair of boots and other items from postmis-
tress Jane P. Holbrook. 8th December 1922  
-four armed and masked men broke into 
Clongoweswood Post Office (used be locat-
ed just inside and to the left of the main en-
trance gate) at 1.20 am. and stole property 
valued at £163.14.8 from the postmistress, 
Josephine Shanahan. One of the culprits was 
described as being5’7”, wearing a fawn soft 
hat, navy jacket, fawn riding breeches, black 
boots and brown leggings. He spoke with a 
Kildare accent. On the same date, Coolcarri-
gan Post Office was entered by two armed 
men, who failed to find any money. 15th 
December 1922  -armed men attempted to 
rob Fergus McKenna, Stewart at Barton’s 
Estate,  Maynooth.  20th    December    1922  
-Straffan  Post Office was again robbed by 
three men who threatened Mrs. Briget Ennis 
there and smashed the new telephone. 30th 
December 1922  -three armed men entered 
the Co-Op Stores at Corduff and robbed 
Martha Kelly of cigarettes and tobacco val-
ued at 10/6d” 
 
 Over the next two months the follow-
ing post offices were robbed, Clongowes-
wood (again), Straffan (again), Clane, Cel-
bridge and Clongoweswood (again)!!. In 
addition shops were robbed at Rathcoffey 
and Prosperous, while individuals were 
robbed at Rathcoffey and Ballinafagh.  
 
Footnote:   An unusual episode in the his-
tory of the master’s house was its period of 
use as a Garda Barrack on the establishment 
of the State and its subsequent burning in 
1922 by ’Republican Forces’. (The house 
was subsequently rebuilt on the same site 
and is now known as the “B&B”) 
 
 In June 1922 local I.R.A. units all 
over the South were marched to provincial 
centres, such as Naas, to pick a standing 
regular army. While the men hung around 
the Courthouse and outside the Army Bar-
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racks, Brigadier Owen Lawlor and their oth-
er officers went into the Officers’ Mess. On-
ly 58 were picked. Many prominent officers, 
with ambitions to make a  career in the new 
National Army, were turned down.  
 
 Of the Clane contingent, those who 
remained were marched back to Clane under 
Tom Harris, later a T.D. for Kildare, and 
they burned down the Garda Barrack.” !!  
 
This was the second police station that had 
been burned down by the I.R.A. in Clane. -
the R.I.C. Barracks, now Marrons’ was 
burned down, after it had been abandoned.  
For about 20 years it stood roofless and 
gaunt, with elder bushes growing out of the 
windows, until the then Parish Priest, Fr. 
Keogh, remarked from the pulpit that the 
least he would have expected was that some-
body with a hook might have cut the bushes. 
Pat Coffey, who was the owner, took excep-
tion to the remark. To complicate matters the 
P.P. had made an offer on the property, as 
beneficial to the Girls’ School and providing 
a direct route from his house to the church. 
The outcome was that Pat announced outside 
the church that he would “give it away now 
rather than sell it to him”. He shortly after-
wards announced its sale for ₤50.”  
 

 
PRANK 

 
A good story is told about an incident in the 
‘30s when the Garda Station was in the Main 
Street, before it  had been moved to its pre-
sent location in the ‘60s. It was situated 
where the Jeweller's and Barber’s are now 
located. The Sergeant came up the Street one 
Sunday morning after Mass to find a don-
key’s head protruding from the open window 
(the windows have since been converted to 
shop-windows). On investigation he found 
the animal was harnessed to a cart in the day-
room, while the reins were still tied to a pole 
outside where the owner had left them. The 
wheels had to be taken off and the shafts 
turned on their sides to get the cart out 
through the front door, much to the amuse-
ment of passers-by.   
 

 
       

 

 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


