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INVITATION TO NOMINATE 
 MEMBERS FOR 2016-2017. 

    Nomination Papers will be available at 
Clane P.O. Please nominate someone. How 
about yourself? It is important to keep up the 
voluntary community input of the past 42 
yrs.  

Some of our achievements:- 
• Community Games commenced in 1974. 
• Clane’s first Public Library in 1974. 
• Church ruin (roofless since 1883) acquir-       

ed in 1974 and demolition of Tower 
averted 

• Le Chéile community magazine started in 
January 1974. Now on clanecommunity.ie 

• Village Green walled &Triangle built ‘75. 
• Tidy Towns commenced in 1975. 
• Piped TV first organized in 1975. 
• Stream Park (Playground) purchased ‘75 
•Abbey Community Centre built 1983-85. 

•The 2 year Funding Scheme was extended 
a further 2 years to build the Evergreen 
Centre, to stone wall the banks of the 
Stream and to pave and wall the Park. 

•The purchase of old stables, which had 
been on the near side of the Stream, 
brought the total purchase price for the 
Stream Park to £10,000. 

•In 1992 the old Sewage Plant at the 
Bridge  was acquired for £50.  (It was 

blasted and cleared to create the River-
side Park and Nature Walk in 1996.) 

•In 1992 Clane Local Development was set 
up after a successful application for funds 

•The Green by the footpaths up the 
Ballinagappa Road was developed in the 
90s removing old hedges and fallen walls. 

• Extensive trees were planted in 80s/90s. 
• In 1995 CCC, on subscribing £18,000, re– 

ceived £96,000 to develop footpaths and 
parking in the Main Street. 

• In1999 the Fr. John Sullivan Monument 
(designed by Anthony Linden) was built 

• In 2006 the Garden of Remembrance was 
developed in the Abbey Grounds. 

• In 2013 the Abbey Tower was flood  lit  

and a plaque was unveiled on the Green 
to mark the 40 Anniversary of CCC.            

• In 2008 the Abbey Cemetery Committee  
erected signage to mark the Friary’s 750 
years. Other works include new gates, a 
canopy to protect the altar, repairs to 
boundary walls and ruins conservation.  

• Tidy Towns won Bronze Medal in ‘14/’15                                
• Heritage Signs were erected in 2015. 
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EDITORIAL 
 

Nominations invited to C.C.C. 
Clane Community Council is now 42 years 
in existence, having been set up in 1973. 
Every second year Nominations are invited 
to continue this voluntary community struc-
ture into the future. On page 12 you will find 
a brief summary of the works carried out 
over the past 42 years. Page 3 has a map of 
the area involved.    
   
 The concept of working together as a 
community to develop facilities which will 
improve the quality of life in one’s area was 
developed by Canon Hayes, the founder of 
Muintir na Tíre, in the 30’s. Urban District 
Councils were a statutory equivalent which 
existed in towns like Naas, Newbridge and 
Athy  Such towns had State standing and 
funding but  became highly politicised. They 
were abolished during the lifetime of the 
current Dail. Many of these towns are now 
attempting to set up structures based on the 
Muintir na Tíre model but are working 
against huge odds and are struggling in their 
efforts. The voluntary model is almost 
unique to Ireland and would not be possible, 
or perhaps even viable, in more impersonal 
societies or large cities and conurbations. 
 
 We in Clane should continue to value 
what we have and to work for its improve-
ment. It is a case of men and women work-
ing with and for the community. The com-
munity needs your ideas, your talents and 
skills. There are as many ways to contribute 
as there are different personalities and tal-
ents. It is not just a matter of keeping what 
we have going  -full stop. There are always 
new issues to be looked at and considered. 
Needs change with time and circumstances.  
 
  There is a saying in Irish. Níl neart 
gan chur le chéile  (We have no strength 
until we combine our efforts). Working to-
gether means also working with other com-
munity groups  -in the Sports area, in the 
cultural area, with Residents Associations, 
with the Parade group, with the Wheelchair 
Association, etc. It means working with the 

authorities, such as the County Council, the 
Gardaí, the Schools and the various 
providers of grant funding.. There is nothing 
achieved in isolation, so let’s all row in 
together. 
 
 Look around you and you will be-
come aware of people in your own area who 
you think could contribute. Indeed, how 
about nominating yourself? A meeting once 
a month, with a break in July and August is 
something most people could manage and 
think of the benefits to the community  -and 
to you in terms of satisfaction as a volunteer 
in your own community.   
 
The Tidy Towns results.  (See page 8) 
 
The results of the National Tidy Towns 
Competition were announced at the Helix in 
D.C.U. on the afternoon of 28th September. 
Four representatives were invited from each 
of the towns and villages participating across 
the country, a total of 820 centres. 
 
 The results for Clane are given on 
page 8, followed by the adjudicator’s com-
ments. The date of inspection was 25th June. 
In brief, we advanced 4 points on last year 

and retained our Bronze Medal with €400. 
We now have 295 points. Clane are still 
leaders of Category E (5,001-10,000) in Kil-
dare, ahead of  Athy (277 points), Kilcock 
(258  points) and Kildare (also 258 points). 
 
                                         

EDITOR’S DEADLINE 

The deadline for receipt of material for the 
November issue of Le Chéile is   

Monday 26th October                      

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: margaretmcevoy1@eircom.net 

Get Le Chéile on  www.clanecommunity.ie 

                     CALENDAR      See p. 7 

11 

 

 booked for the day it was a tribute not just to 
the hard work of Des Marron, Jack Kinsella 
and Tom Cleary who were on the committee 
but also to the great support from the traders 
and people of Clane. Other support included 
Doolan's Londis, who generously supplied 
the goodie bags and the main prize provid-
ers : the Bombay Bistro , Assaggio Restau-
rant in the Westgrove, Knockanally Golf 
Club as well as Joe Campbell Tyres for, ra-
ther aptly, sponsoring the Longest Drive, and 
Jeanette Drumm for Nearest the Pin. 
 
 The winners were John Glynn's team 
of Oliver Lyons and Tom Nolan with an real-
ly outstanding score of 96 points, with the 
two scores counting on each hole. Sean Fin-
nerty, MG Kelly and Austin Grogan were 2nd, 
though a long way behind on 83, whilst Chris 
Donoghue, Tony Burke and Marie Houlihan 
were just pushed into 3rd place with 82. Phil 
McCormack and his sons Luke and Paul were 
4th with 80 points. Longest Drive , which was 
extraordinarily long, was Geoffrey Murphy 
whilst Colm Doolan, at 8' 1” was Nearest the 
Pin. 
 
 The real winners were, of course the 
Community Council (and thus the people of 

Clane!), which raised approximately €4500, 
and all those who played on such a glorious 
and enjoyable day. We hope too that the busi-
nesses who supported us yet again so willing-
ly will get their reward -with your support. 
Keep your business in Clane and keep Clane 
in business! To everyone who took part, 
sponsored or helped in every way, thank you 
and you can be sure that all the funds raised 
will go back into ensuring that Clane be-
comes an even better place in which to live. 
 
 Des Drumm, Chairman Golf Classic 
Sub-Committee 

 

 

 
 
 

 
CLANE PRIESTS IN 1704 

 
Continued from p. 7 

 John Porter, aged 48 years, Parish of 
Clane and Magnham, residing at Clane. Or-
dained in 1683 at Franne in the County of 
Meath by Patrick Farrell, Bishop of Clogher. 
“Sureties names that entered into recogni-
zance for such priests according to said art”-
Patrick Wogan of Richardstown, gent, and 
Patrick Foley of Magnham, gent. 
 Francis Welsh, aged 50 years, Parish 
of Tattoo (Taghadoe?) residing at Rathcoffey. 
Ordained in 1677 at Prague in Bohemia by 
John Frederick Waldesteine, Archbishop of 
Prague. Sureties, Colonel John Wogan of 
Rathcoffey and William Lutterill of Belgard, 
gent. 
 Keaduffe Molloy, aged 51 years, Par-
ishes of Donadea, Downings, Timahoe and 
Ballinafa, residing at Dunadea. Ordained in 
1682 at Rome by Cardinal Carpegna. Sure-
ties, Colonel John Wogan of Rathcoffey and 
Nicholas Wogan of the same, gent. 
 Patrick Fagan, aged 29 years, Parish 
of Clonshanboe residing at Clonshanboe. Ord 
ained in 1698 at Cork by John Slyne, Bishop 
of Cork. Sureties –Simon MacEvoy of Graige 
sallagh, farmer, and Peter Proctor of New-
towne, farmer. 
 John Dempsey, aged 63 years, Parish 
of Killraney, residing at Kilmury. Ordained 
1664 at Clonkeena in the Kings County by 
Anthony Geoghegane, Bishop of Meath. 
Sureties –Robert Daly of Calvesland, gent, 
and Colonel John Wogan of Rathcoffey. 
 The above are listed with 25 others for 
County Kildare. They were ordained on both 
the continent and in Ireland., including two 
by Oliver Plunket, Primate of Ireland. The 
county register was drawn up at Athy on the 
14th day of July, 1704 at a general session of 
the Peace. 
                                               
 
 
                                   P.T.O. to p. 12 
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Tidiness and Litter Control 
Your submission here was very detailed and succinct. You have good solid systems in place, it 

appears for tackling litter, graffiti and clutter. You make submissions on same to Kildare County 

Council. You have regular litter-picks and participate of course in the Spring Clean. It is 

acknowledged that 12km of roadside is a long area to manage but your efficiency will help you 

in this regard. You acknowledge the assistance of Supervalu in your locality. Fostering these 

relationships is crucial to the Tidy Towns ethos. 

It was felt that there were too many commercial signs on gables and that these should be ra-

tionalised if at all possible. Some road signs were in need of cleaning such as the R403/402. 

The anti dog litter stencils were admired. It is hoped that these will be effective. Litter control 

was good on day of visit. 

Residential Streets and Housing Areas 
The competition and subsequent awards for the best estates are an absolutely essential key in 

the maintenance of the very extensive estate areas of Clane. The coordinated anti-graffiti ac-

tion is to be applauded. 

Approach Roads, Streets and Lanes 
Another good entry in this category. You list solid tangible actions which included variously new 

street furniture and refurbishment of old, audit and submission to Kildare County Council and 

plans for replacement landscape planting. 

Sallins Road is a very nice approach in the main. However, there are some issues. For exam-

ple, some road signs are obscured or hard to see. The relief road has three roundabouts. All 

are good but the middle one needs a little bit of pruning. Traffic was quite heavy on the day and 

the adjudicator was surprised at how few cars were using the relief road. Road surfaces on the 

Edenderry Road were very poor. There is a gorgeous little playpark by the Stream. This was 

very much in use on adjudication day 

Concluding Remarks: 
Well done Clane, an entry befitting your experience. Excellent submissions in a number of 
categories. Your upward trajectory continues. 

CLANE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

Golf Classic 2015 
 

Friday August 28th, the day before their Cap-
tain's Prize, was the date for of the 2015 Com-
munity Council's Annual Golf Classic in 
Knockanally. The day was beautiful, the 
course magnificent ahead of Knockanally's big 
day, and the turn-out excellent! With all the 
holes (and more!) sponsored and 30 teams 
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Nomination Papers are available in Clane Post Office 

                                    To Caragh 
Anyone 18 years or over who is resident in the above area is eligible to nomi-
nate or be nominated to Clane Community Council. This includes nominating 
oneself.  Nomination Papers are available in Clane Post Office (by kind 
permission).  Nominations close at 6pm on Monday 7th December . Nominated 
persons will be contacted to confirm their consent. 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL AREA 



4 

 

RATHCOFFEY FAIR OF ARTS 

AND CRAFTS 

An Autumn Fair of arts and Craft will take 
place in Rathcoffey GAA (parish fundraiser) 
on Sunday 11th October 2015. Art exhibi-
tion, children's art competition, vintage trac-
tors, book stall, raffle, auction and refresh-
ments. Cakes also available for sale after 
10:30 mass. Come along and support your 
parish! All donations welcome. Contact 
(086 8301885) or (086 6089911)  
 
CLANE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 
Clane Local History Group present a talk on 
"Storming the Dardanelles: Kildaremen in 
the Gallipoli Campaign,1915-16," by Kil-
dare's Historian-in-Residence, James Dur-
ney, on Wednesday 21st October, 2015, in 
the G.A.A Centre, Prosperous Road, Clane, 
at 8pm. Admission is free and all are wel-
come. 
 

CLANE MUSICAL AND             
DRAMATIC SOCIETY 

 
September has been hectic for the Society, 
starting with a welcoming Open Night in the 
Abbey on the 2nd where returning members 
made new members very welcome and eve-
ryone got to hear the exciting plans for 
2015/16. With our first ever pantomime 
Cinderella planned for December and our 
next Musical Kiss me, Kate by Cole Porter 
to cast for April next year the production 
team for both events have been very busy. 
On the 12th September the Society hosted a 
Theatre & Auditions Workshop in The 
Westgrove Hotel where Arthur McGauran, 
Michael Fay, Grainne Jones and Fran Styles 
tutored everyone in small groups on the art 
of Stagecraft/acting, Music, Choreography 
and Hair & Makeup.  The day was very suc-
cessful with calls to make the workshop an 
annual event. Auditions for Kiss me, Kate 
were held on the 19th September and we 
await the results (at time of writing). Sunday 
20th September saw a wonderful response to 
our call for 6 - 15 year olds to attend a work-

shop for Cinderella. Grainne is very excited 
to work with the young troupe who will join 
the adult cast on stage in December. Adult 
rehearsals for Cinderella continue every 
Wednesday. 
 
 The Society is once again hosting 
Santa & Children's Christmas Market in The 
Abbey on the 29th November- Anyone in-
terested in hosting a stall (fee 50 euro) 
should email Catherine immediately at 
clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com as book-
ings are coming in every day. Santa is look-
ing forward to seeing everyone again this 
year.  
 
Sadie O’Reilly, PRO CMDS. 
 

CLANE ST. PATRICK’S DAY    
FESTIVAL 2016 

Theme: Health & Fitness 
 
Our 2016 Festival will run from 11th to 18th 
March with lots of events throughout the 
week.  If you have any ideas or opinions, 
please do let us have them 
 
 We are delighted to announce that 
our Grand Marshal for 2016 is Marc  
Gibbs.  Marc is a great man for working 
with the community and we are looking 
forward to having Marc on our team in 
2016. 
 
 We will shortly be announcing our 
list of events and activities for the  
Festival. If you have a comment to make 
and would like it published on our  
website, please email to clanefesti-
val@kildare.ie  
 
 Clane Christmas Cards are now 
available to buy and are in the shops.  We  
have a great selection this year and we hope 
you will support us by buying some. 
 We are always looking for volunteers 
 
 to join the Committee and help  
organise the Festival events. Please let us 
know if you are interested  
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P. Wallace’s. Bombay Bistro and Q&M could both improve their signs. The Village Inn  
looked very well, especially the beer garden and its floral decoration. The Esso Station/
Centra and shops here were busy but neat and tidy. Jones’ Pub looks lovely. 
 
The parochial house is gorgeous. The General Hospital looks neat and well-cared-for. A 
few more trees at the front of the car-park here would be good. Scoil Bhríde looks fantas-
tic. What is the purpose of the sign frame at the front here? It looks unnecessary. Scoil 
Phadraig national school looks neat and had 2 Green Flags. Scoil Mhuire has gorgeous 
planters at the front but should consider switching to perennial planting to save money and 
to benefit native invertebrates. A plants for pollinators project would be a good one for this 
very biodiversity-aware town. 
 
Landscaping and Open Spaces 
Two new beds were added to your stock of landscaping this year. The maintenance of what 

you have surely takes up much of your time. Your work helps to soften the impact of pass-

ing traffic on the relief road. The use of old Christmas trees as mulch is admired. 

There is nice simple planting at the distinctive name signs. There is a very nice triangular 

bed at the Abbey Community Centre. There is a great bit of work in unusual stone on the 

green here. The tall wooden planters are very effective. The Garden of Remembrance is 

lovely. There were many good examples of window-boxes being used to enhance the 

streetscape but the first storey of Ladbroke’s and Heavenly were stand-outs. Good land-

scape Christmas trees as mulch is admired. 

There is nice simple planting at the distinctive name signs. There is a very nice triangular 

bed at the Abbey Community Centre. There is a great bit of work in unusual stone on the 

green here. The tall wooden planters are very effective. The Garden of Remembrance is 

lovely. There were many good examples of window-boxes being used to enhance the 

streetscape but the first storey of Ladbroke’s and Heavenly were stand-outs. Good land-

scape planting was noted in front of the shop/petrol station. 

The birch trees at Aldi looked well. There was a great bed of colour at the cottage opposite 

the playground. 

Wildlife, Habitats and Natural Amenities 

You are very strong in this rather technical category. This is fitting as you have such won-

derful natural amenities in terms of the river, native trees and grasslands. The Wild About 

Clane series is a great initiative. The nesting box scheme and honey bee hive installation 

also really caught the eye - excellent. You are taking action against Himalayan balsam and 

this is an example of good co-operation with the Clane Anglers. The provision of a native 

tree for every baptism is a lovely idea and it is hoped that this will long continue. 

There is lovely wildlife signage on the walkway to the Liffey. The little bit of riparian wood-

land at Alexandra bridge is noted. So too were the numbered nesting bird boxes - excellent. 

Sustainable Waste and Resource Management 
Thank you for your submission in this category. It is felt that this could be stronger. How-
ever, you list Farmer’s Market, old tyre reuse and timber reuse as good examples for this 
challenging category. 

mailto:clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com
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Tidy Towns Competition 2015 
Adjudication Report 

 Centre: Clane      Ref.  368 

 County: Kildare               Mark:  295 

 Category: E      Date(s): 25/06/2015 

        Maximum   Mark   Mark 

             Mark     Awarded 2014      Awarded 2015 

Community Involvement & Planning     60          53                53 
Built Environment and Streetscape      50          33      34 
Landscaping and Open Spaces      50          43      43 
Wildlife,  Habitats and Natural Amenities     50          32      33 
Sustainable Waste & Resource Management 50          13                          14 
Tidiness and Litter Control       90                       53                          54 
Residential Streets & Housing Areas     50                       33                          33 
Approach Roads, Streets & Lanes      50                       31                          31 
 TOTAL MARK                                450         291                        295 

 

Community Involvement & Planning 
Congratulations on 42 years in Tidy Towns! Many thanks for your entry in this year’s Tidy 
Towns Competition. Thank you for most well-planned and laid-out entry. This was accom-
panied by your summary plan which (in the adjudicator’s opinion) was more than a plan but 
rather a ‘profile’ of your group and its considerable achievements. On the actual ‘plan’ bit - 
some more specifics could be forthcoming. Back to your entry - this was high quality stuff 
with great detail and a very relevant map. Your experience shows in your communication 
skills and attention to detail. Amongst others you are strong on both interaction with schools 
and on your surrounding natural amenities -both very important. 
 
Built Environment and Streetscape 
Thank you for the information on the very relevant projects for this year. These included the 
stabilisation of a landmark heritage building and submission on a pedestrian/cycle way. This 
illustrates the modern role of Tidy Towns in the built environment and how you have moved 
with the times too. 
 
What is to be the fate of the derelict old cottage on the way into town from Sallins? At the 
large 2-storey house here there are large gates, one of which is askew. Some privets have 
been planted here and aren’t working. The former St Brigid’s national school was in very 
good condition on adjudication day. The RC Church of St Patrick and St Brigid has an exam-
ple of excellent landscaping at the front. The contemporary planters, rushes and grasses were 
admired. The lights and benches look so well. 
 
Good shop fronts noted included Bambury’s, Maron’s Pharmacy, Diamonds and Pearls and 

P. Wallace’s. Bombay Bistro and Q&M could both improve their signs. The Village Inn  
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in helping out in any way. 
 
Mary Dunne, Chairperson. 
 

CLANE TOASTMASTERS 
 

An entertaining and informative 'Open night' 
is being held by Clane Toastmasters on 
Wednesday 7th October @7.45 in Clane 
GAA club. Come along yourself and see 
what happens, it's a friendly, fun and in-
formative club and we are actively looking 
for new members. As well as being a great 
club we can help you improve your public 
speaking abilities and self confidence. So do 
come along and bring a friend too. We look 
forward to seeing you on the 7th. 
 
Phone Fran 0876785261 for more infor-
mation www.clanetoastmasters.com 

 
MAINHAM CEMETERY 

 
On Sunday, 1st November 2015, at 3pm the 
36th Annual Mass will be celebrated in Main-
ham Cemetery. 
 
 Since last March and to-date the vol-
unteers of the Mainham Cemetery Commit-
tee have mowed the entire five acres of the 
cemetery on 19 occasions with another four 
or five days’ mowing scheduled before year 
end. We pruned and cut the hedgerows in the 
cemetery as often as growth demanded. The 
ten bins were wheeled out for collection and 
returned to the cemetery every fortnight. In 
the old churchyard we lopped the lower 
branches on the eighteen ancient lime trees. 
This work turned out to be more laborious 
than we had anticipated. 
 
 The only downside of the cemetery 
year was the vandalism by spray-painting 
which defaced twenty-eight head stones and 
the perimeter wall on 25 June. The Commit-
tee reacted immediately and hired a profes-
sional stone mason who quickly removed the 
paint with no damage to the stone surfaces. 
 
 Since last November and to time of 

writing sixteen people have been laid to rest 
in Mainham cemetery. May they rest in 
peace. Similar to previous years we request 
that only cars carrying the elderly, infirm, 
invalids and very young children drive into 
the cemetery. All other cars coming from the 
Clane direction may turn right at the former 
Royal Oak and into McCreery’s field. All 
other cars coming from the Rathcoffey direc-
tion will drive into McCreery’s field from 
opposite Cribbins’ as usual. Irrespective of 
where you park please ensure that you lock 
your car and do not have handbags or other 
valuables exposed. We thank all motorists 
for their co-operation. Please come early as 
traffic will be heavy. 
 
 And we hope that our good fortune in 
past years of having a dry afternoon will 
continue on this occasion. 
 
Mainham Cemetery Committee.  
 

CLANE GOLF CLUB 
 
As usual, September heralds the end of most 
of the 18 hole competitions. With only 3 
competitions to go, the Golfer of the Year  
competition which is always keenly fought, 
has reached a climax with Lorcan Wyer (89 
points) & John Carew (81 points) being the 
main contenders for this coveted title. The 
top ten in the Golfer of the Year title & the 
competition results for September is as fol-
lows:  
 
Golfer of the Year Top 10 after 30 Com-
petitions with 3 to go 
1 Lorcan  Wyer  89 
2 John  Carew  81 
3 Pat  McDonnell 69 
4 Aidan   Donovan 66 
5 Ger  Nevin  63 
6 Sean   Brilly  59 
7 Michael  Cuddihy 54 
8 Paul  Connolly 52 
9 Seamus  Carew  50 
10 James   Malone 49 
 
19th & 20th Sept. 18-hole Stableford 

callto:0876785261
http://www.clanetoastmasters.com
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Winner Aidan Donovan (11) 41 pts 
2nd  Sean Byrne (16) 39 pts 
Gross  Seamus Carew (6) 72 
 
18th Sept. The Friday 18 
Winner Maurice Byrne (21) 35 pts 
 
12th & 13th Sept. Peter Connolly Cup 
Winner James Malone (20) 43 pts 
2nd   Ger Tyndall (19) 42 pts 
Gross  Padraic Rooney (13) 77 Last 9 
11th Sept. The Friday 18 
Winner        Seamus Carew (6)  41 pts 
9 played CSS 65 (39) 
Winner        Tony O’Grady (21)   4 up Last 9 
2nd          Sean Brilly (13)        4 up 
Gross           Robbie Reilly (5)      71  
 
4th Sept. The Friday 18 
Winner    Eamonn Howlin (15) 40 pts Last 9 
 
29th & 30th August 18-hole V Par 
Winner    Lar Blanchfield (17)      6 up 
2nd       John Carew (10)            5 up 
Gross       John Carew (10)            74 
 
28th August The Friday 18 
Winner    Anthony Dunne (18)      43 pts 
 
With the arrival of Autumn & Wintet, the 
main competitions will be those for Turkeys. 
Teams will be selected and the entry sheet 
for this is posted on the notice board for 
those interested in playing on a team. The 
first turkey competition is on the weekend of 
2nd October. 
 
New members for 2016 are very welcome & 
if you are interested, please contact me at 
eamonnhowlin07@eircom.net or phone no. 
0871215 396. 
 
Eamonn Howlin, Hon. Secretary.   
 

THE EVERGREENS 
 

Isn’t it hard to believe that Summer (such as 
it was that is) is all over and gone and now 
we’re nearly over the “Season of Mists and 
Mellow Fruitfulness”. Leaves are starting to 

fall, but there’s still a bit of Summer linger-
ing on in most gardens as I can see from my 
door-step; there’s still some late flowers and 
ornamental grasses swaying in the gentle 
breeze in shades of gold, green and red. It’s 
time too to plant some bulbs such as daffo-
dils and narcissi for Springtime (lovely 
thought really). 
 
 First of all I’ve had my hip replace-
ment which was a success T.G. I’d like to 
thank everyone for their prayers, good wish-
es and cards. I wont mention names in case 
I’d leave out someone. You’ve been so kind 
and good and I am so grateful. So we have 
Holy Year commencing Dec. 8th 2015—
Nov 20 2016. As Pope Francis says “it will 
be a Holy Year of Mercy”, dedicated to liv-
ing out in our daily lives the mercy which 
God “constantly extends to all of us.” 
 
 On behalf of the Evergreens I would 
like to offer our heartfelt and deepest sympa-
thy to the Mahon family on the death of 
Christy. He was a gentleman to his fingertips 
and always kind and cheerful. He was with 
us for quite a while in our Club and he loved 
the activities and outings. Go ndéana Dia 
trócaire ar a ainm uasaldílís agus leaba I 
measc na naomh uile dó. Suaimhneas síoraí 
na bflaitheis dó comh maith. 
 
 Our AGM was held Tues. night 30th 
June. Betty Duffy read out a very detailed 
report on the year gone by, she having been 
Secretary for 2 years. Lots of chats went on 
as regards all activities of the Evergreens 
and a few disagreements too here and there, 
but anyway we are looking forward to the 
year ahead and all it has to offer; it’s not the 
years in our life I’m convinced but the life in 
our years which matters –you see we are 
recycled teenagers and not past the sell-by 
date yet. We started back after our long 
Summer-break on Sept. 8th (Our Lady’s 
Birthday  -what better day to pick!) Anyway 
the Officers for the coming year were elect-
ed, they being:- 
 
Sally Sheridan Chairperson 
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Mary Smyth  Vice Chairperson 
Treasurer  Maura McCormack 
Secretary  Ita Killaly 
PRO   Maureen Spain. 
 
The Committee members are thus:- 
Brigid Bergin, Tom Byrne, Nancy Buckley, 
Kevin Cribbin, Kitty Slattery, Anne Fusco 
and Jo Mahony.  -so Slán tamall beag agus 
fe choimirce Mhuire sibh 
 
Maureen Spain, P.R.O. 
 

 

CALENDAR 
 
Wednesday 7th October  
Clane Toastmasters are holding An enter-
taining and informative 'Open night' @7.45 
in Clane GAA.                                   See p. 5 
 
Sunday 11th October  
An Autumn Fair of arts and Craft will take 
place in Rathcoffey GAA (parish fundraiser)                                            
                                               See p. 4  
Wednesday 21st October 
Clane Local History Group present a talk on 
"Storming the Dardanelles: Kildaremen in 
the Gallipoli Campaign,1915-16," by Kil-
dare's Historian-in-Residence, James Dur-
ney,  in the G.A.A Centre, Prosperous Road 
at 8pm.                                               See p. 4 
 
Friday 30th October 
Clane Tidy Towns Awards Night  in Man-
zors Village Inn at 8.30pm. 
 
Sunday, 1st November  
•Annual Prayers and Blessing of Graves in 
the Abbey Cemetery at 12.30pm. 
•Annual Mass will be celebrated in Main-
ham Cemetery at 3pm.                      See p. 5  
                                                       
Monday  2nd November 
Monthly Meeting of Clane Community 
Council in the Abbey Community Centre.  
 
Sunday 29th November 
Clane Musical & Dramatic Society is once 
again hosting Santa & Children's Christmas 

Market in The Abbey on the 29th November
- Anyone interested in hosting a stall (fee 50 
euro) should email Catherine immediately at 
clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com   
 

CLANE CEOLTAS CEOLTOIRI  
 
We would like to welcome back all our stu-
dents for the 2015/2015 calendar year. Clas-
ses have resumed in Scoil Mhuire Clane on 
Tuesdays from 6:15 to 8:15. Classes in Tin 
Whistle, Flute and  Fiddle. New members 
always welcome young and not so young. 
This term there will not be any classes in 
Banjo, Button Accordion or Guitar, but this 
will be reviewed again next term. Sean Nos 
Dancing will not be resuming this term also 
but again this will be reviewed again in the 
next interim. Our monthly session with John 
Duffy & friends will continue on  the last 
Friday of each month. This is growing from 
strength to strength and all musicians from 
all the branches and other are always wel-
come. We would like to take this opportuni-
ty to congratulate all participants from all 
the Kildare Branches and all the success at 
the FLeadh in Sligo. Here’s hoping that 
2016 will be another great year from Clane 
and all the Branches in Kildare.  
 
For further information please contact Chair-
person Margaret Gannon on 087-9136509 
 

CLANE PRIESTS IN 1704 
 

The following article was published in Le 
Chéile in June 1979: 

“An old leather bound volume in Clongowes 
library bears the title “A list of the names of 
the Catholic Parish Priests in Ireland in 
1704” Among those listed for County Kil-
dare are five priests who worked in parts of 
this parish. We print the relevant details 
courtesy of Father Thompson:  

 
                                        Continued on p 11 
 
 

mailto:clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com

