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EDITORIAL 
 

It probably has a lot to do with the lengthen-
ing of the days and the improvement of in 
the weather but there is a sense that the year 
is moving on. St. Patrick’s Day, with all the 
preparations it involves, has come and gone 
and also Easter. The various events which 
act as markers in the community year follow 
in an inevitable succession. Community 
Games Swimming was early this year on 
22nd February. The results were published 
in the March edition. With regard to the 
Field and Track Events, we have applied to 
the Board of Management for the use of the 
field at Scoil Mhuire on the afternoon of 
Saturday 24th May. We have been conscious 
that the late evenings can be cold and trying 
for the little ones but the problem has always 
been to get a week-end when First Commun-
ion or Confirmation have not been a big 
family event in Clane or Rathcoffey. The 
date will be confirmed when the entry forms 
become available in the 5 schools of our area 
plus the Parish Office. (See p. 7)  
 
 Tidy Towns inspections commence 
any time after 1st June. Like the Community 
Games, both events have now been running 
uninterruptedly since the establishment of 
Clane Community Council 41 years ago. 
They are a big undertaking but we are fortu-
nate to have the help of stalwarts who sup-
port us with both their efforts and ideas. Of 
course we are always open to further offers 
of help. This is how community works. 
 
 Work parties meet each Tuesday 
evening throughout the summer. At this 
stage Tuesday evening work parties will 
have already commenced. New volunteers 
are always welcome. Tuesdays after seven 
will not be possible for everyone but an hour 
of one’s own choosing is of course equally 
welcome. Contact can be made with any 
Committee member.  It is a good way to 
keep fit and healthy, not just physically but 
socially and in community terms also.   
 
 

 

CALENDAR 
 

Wednesday 7th-Saturday 10th May 
Clane Musical Society presents Pygmalion 
By George Bernard Shaw in Clane Abbey 
nightly at 8pm. 
Tickets from Marron’s Pharmacy and Anne 
Noonan 087 6897376.                      
Sunday 11th May 
Mass will be celebrated in Clongowes Wood 
College  at 3.00 pm To commemorate the 
anniversary of the Servant of God, Fr. John 
Sullivan, S.J.                                    See p.  7 
Saturday/Sunday 17th and 18th May 
Annual collection for the poor in Uganda. 
                                                See p. 5 
Wednesday 21st May 
Clane Local History Group will present a 
talk by Paddy Behan on the "History of 
Naas, both Ancient and Modern", in Clane 
GAA Club, Prosperous Road, Clane at 8pm . 
All are welcome.                              See p. 4 
Friday 23rd May 
Benefit Night in Clane G.A.A. in aid of the 
late Biddy Pearse Moore.                 See p. 6 
Saturday 24th May 
Clane & Rathcoffey Community Games 
Field and Track day is in the sports grounds 
of Scoil Mhuire Community School, by kind 
permission, commencing 1.30pm.   See p. 7 
Monday 26th May 
Monthly meeting of Clane Community 
Council in the Abbey at 8pm. 
Wednesday 28th May 
Draw will take place for Super Draw orga-
nized by Clane Men’s Shed.              See p. 3 
Saturday 31st May  
Big Band Dance Night in Clane G.A.A.  A 
Fundraiser for a charity  trip to teach in Cos-
ta Rica.                                           See p. 11 

EDITOR’S DEADLINE 

The deadline for receipt of material for the 
June issue of Le Chéile is   

Monday 26th May                       

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: margaretmcevoy1@eircom.net 
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CLANE COMHALTAS CEOLTOIRI 
EIREANN 

Sean Nos dancing classes will resume on 
Tuesday evening 22nd April at  8:30pm~ 
9:30pm Prosperous Parish hall (Beside Mo-

rans Butchers). Adults €7.00, Children 

€5.00. All welcome. 
 
 Don’t forget the upcoming Fleadh 
Ceol, which will be held in Leixlip from 
Wednesday 24th April to Sunday 28th April 
hosted by Craogh Bheartla Ui Fhlatharta. 
Plenty of entertainment lined up over the 
week with competitions running on Sunday 
Morning 28th April 2013. 
 
 Reminder also about  our next session  
will be on Friday 26th April and again all to 
Clane GAA. 
 

For further details contact Clane CCE 

Margaret Gannon 087-9136509 

Brigid Loftus 087-7920409 

Philip Blake  087-2518122 

 
CLANE MEN’S SHED  

Super Draw 
First Prize: Beautifully restored Clinker 

Built Lake Boat plus Trailer 

 
Second Prize: 2 nights Bed & Breakfast for 
two people sharing  The Castlerosse Hotel 

& Golf Resort, Killarney 
 
Third Prize: 2 nights Bed & Breakfast 

midweek break for 2 people sharing:  

The Gresham Hotel, Dublin. 

Tickets €5.00 per ticket 
All Proceeds to the Clane Men’s Shed 
Draw will take place on Wednesday May 
28th at the Clane Men’s Shed 
 
For further information & tickets contact 
Pat Hallissey @ 087 6905847 
 

THE EVERGREENS 
 

Yes it’s the first month of Summer -May-  
Mary’s month. So let’s welcome the long 
lazy days of Summer and forget the rainfalls 
and bad weather of the past. The month of 
May is set aside by the Church for special 
devotion to our Lady. We pray to Mary for 
guidance and help as we journey back to the 
God from whom we came and to whom we 
return. I’m sure we older ones remember all 
the May devotions of long ago  -the May 
Altars, flowers and processions were to the 
fore. Yes devotions still remain. This is a 
very opportune time right now for our Parish 
Novena, commencing May 5th for four con-
secutive weeks. The guest speakers will 
speak about their work and how that guides 
them, so we can entrust ourselves to our La-
dy. 
 
 Congratulations from us Evergreens 
to the pupils of Clane and Rathcoffey 
schools who are about to make their first 
Holy Communion. May the Lord bless, in-
fluence and inspire them throughout their 
lives. 
 
 All our activities are going quite well 
in our Club. We would like to welcome our 
newest member, Margaret Walsh. This nice 
lady is from Kerry and has come to live with 
her daughter in Alexandra, Clane. I’m sure 
she will enjoy all we have to offer and will 
join us in same. 
 

http://menssheds.ie/
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 Now on a sad note, we offer our 
deepest sympathy to the Buckley family on 
the death of Patty. She was with us in Ever-
greens for quite a while. She was such a kind 
and gentle lady and used join with us in all 
our outings and activities. May she rest in 
the peace of Christ and enjoy the beatific 
vision. I líonts Dé go gcastar sinn. 
 
 Watch out in next issue of Le Chéile 
for details of our big Day Out in June, to 
which non members are most welcome. So 
make a concerted effort to come along and 
enjoy yourself and our company too of 
course. You will travel by luxury coach and 
enjoy a real good day and have dinner and 
entertainment. 
 
 Slán ar feadh tamall agus fé 
choimirce Mhuire sibh I gcónaí. 
 
Maureen Spain (PRO) 
 

CLANE TENNIS CLUB 
 

The Summer days have arrived and Clane 
Tennis Club is seeing plenty of activity both 
on and off the courts. 

Manzors annual tournament was a great suc-
cess with over thirty participating 

Winner: Tommy McAndrew,  R/U Thomas 
Lee. 

3rd. Ann Marie Nolan,  4th. Aman Koli 

Our grateful thanks to Seamus and Kitty 
who have supported us over the past years. 

Men's Doubles continue every Monday from 
8p.m and new members are welcome. 

Tuesday Social Doubles continues to have a 
great turnout and again we cater for all 
grades. Comm. 7.30p.m. 

New Members are very welcome to partici-
pate and see our great facilities. Call down 
any Tuesday evening. 

Junior Tennis committee are preparing for 
Summer Camps and weekly 

coaching. Parents are welcome to come 
along any time for information. 

Meanwhile our two Tus Workers are contin-
uing  looking after the KARE and Tennis 
grounds and are making great improve-
ments . 

We have two big Fund Raising Events com-
ing up. 

A Big Raffle will take place in Sept. and 
tickets will be on Sale soon 

Great prizes with 1st €1000, 2nd. €300 and 

3rd. €150 ,plus numerous more. Tickets are 

€5 each or 3 for €10. 

Big News is "STRICTLY COME DANC-
ING" will take place in Westgrove Hotel on 
Sun. 26th. Oct. (Bank Holiday weekend). 
Clane United FC will be joining us in organ-
ising this big event and we will be on the 
lookout for participants in the coming 
months. All ages over 18 welcome and we 
hope to have a few local "VIPS" taking part. 
More details  later. 

Visit our website for all info and photo gal-
lery . 

 Tel 0872745904. 

 

CLANE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
 

Clane Local History Group will present a 

talk by Paddy Behan on the "History of 

Naas, both Ancient and Modern", in Clane 

GAA Club, Prosperous Road, Clane at 8pm 

on Wednesday 21st May.  

Our latest edition of Coiseanna will be on 

sale at the talk, price 5 Euro. Admission is 

free and all are welcome. 

 

PARKVIEW RESIDENTS 

Parkview was saddened again with the pass-

ing of Breda Moloney. One of our long 
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standing residents, Breda will be remem-

bered as a Good neighbour and friend. Our 

deepest sympathy to Seamus /Patrick/James/

Kevin/Michael/Fiona/and Lorrain and all her 

grand children, .Brothers/Sisters. In laws and 

all her many friends and neighbours. May 

she rest in piece with the Lord. We would 

also offer condolences to Rose Kenny on the 

passing of her sister Carmel O Brien. 

 

Parkview is coming into a special year in 

2014. This will be the 40th year of its exist-

ence. Work is on going as usual to maintain 

our status in the Kildare pride of place and 

its hoped to have some celebrating later in 

the year. Anyone living in or past residents 

can watch for further info on the Facebook 

site UP OUR ROAD. 

COLLECTION FOR THE POOR OF 
UGANDA 

In February 1998 I went to Uganda to work 
as a maintenance manager in  a large hospi-
tal in Kampala, the capital of Uganda. The 
next 28 months were both challenging and 
very rewarding, the old maxim held true “in 
giving we receive” and that is certainly what 
I found. 
 
 The grinding poverty has to be seen 
and smelt first hand for it to be truly compre-
hended, or at least it did with me. There is no 
social welfare of any kind. No free educa-
tion, even the most basic primary school 
with mud floors and without blackboards is 
fee paying. Unemployment is very high. The 
health care system is very poor in a country 
where many families are affected by AIDS. 
The simple little ups and down of life can 
become major problems…. a sick child 
could die for want of antibiotics…a child 
could miss a term of school due to lack of 

school fees (€40 for example)….the death of 
a breadwinner could mean a whole family 
dropping out of school. In general people are 

living on the edge and the slightest thing 
could knock them over. 
 
 Since returning to Ireland I have or-
ganised an annual collection just to help a 
little with what life throws up and to help 
people with small projects so that they can 
provide for themselves. Below are some 
examples of how the money collected has 
been used in the past 
 
- helped a family with a small chicken pro-
ject so that the mother, who had a serious 
accident, can provide for her family 
- sent a young man, Charles (aged 21), who 
had left school in 3rd class to be trained as a 
welder/metal worker 
- helped a young man with an eye operation 
so that he would not loose his sight 
- helped a woman buy 3 piglets in a farming 
project 
- provided school fees to families who have 
fallen on hard times 
 
 The annual church gate collection in 
aid of the poor of Uganda will be held at all 
Masses on the weekend of Sat 17th/Sun 18th 
May. All monies collected will go directly to 
the people of Uganda, through the Mission-
aries of Africa (White Fathers) who are 
working on the ground and who I got to 
know during my time in Uganda. Your sup-
port would be very much appreciated. 
 
Anthony Marron 
 

ICA 
 
April diary started with monthly meeting on 
Thursday3rd...This was followed by A.G.M., 
when activities of previous year were out-
lined by our very meticulous, [outgoing] 
Hon. Secretary, Ailish Sammon.  It was also 
"election time", which meant that the offic-
ers term had expired, and a new crew had to 
be brought on board.  The procedure was 
conducted under the expert eye of Infor-
mation Officer,..Evelyn McKee. Our hard 
working President, Ita Killaly, and scrupu-
lous Treasurer, Mary Smith, as well as Sec., 
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Ailish, bowed out gracefully, and wished 
their replacements every success.  
….Incoming officers ,,….President—Eileen 
Gray,--V.Pres.—Suzanne Walsh,  Hon. Sec.-
Yvonne Winters,- asst.sec..Eileen O’Brien,- 
Treasurer, Nellie Dillon,--asst. treasurer,-
Mary Kelly.  The rest of us will row in be-
hind and help keep the boat afloat.  Thurs-
day10th., Joanna Sherlock, founder 
of :Mammy Matters:, Newbridge,..imparted 
valuable advice on mindfulness,--beneficial 
to physical and mental health…  The “crafty 
experts” continue with amazing creativity 
every week, and present new challenges, 
keeping lazy ones on their toes and having 
some fun with experiments…..Sadly, grief 
touches all from time to time, and our sin-
cere sympathy is extended to valued mem-
ber, Jo Mahony, on the sudden and untimely 
death of her daughter-in-law, Marg., May 
her gentle soul rest in peace.    Sympathy 
also to a number of local families who have 
suffered bereavement in recent weeks,-- may 
their loved ones rest in eternal peace.        
Hope people had a happy Easter and enjoyed 
the lovely sunshine.   For information on 
ICA matters, please contact, Hon.Sec., 
Yvonne Winters, [086.7214863]…pro. M. 
O` Connor. 
 

CLANE TOASTMASTERS 
 

Would you like to improve your confidence 
and skills in Public Speaking and Leader-
ship? Why not join Clane Toastmasters 
Club? Meetings take place on the first and 
third Wed. of each month in the Westgrove 
Hotel, Clane at 7.45pm. Meetings for the 
month of May will be held on 7th and 21st 
May. Visitors are very welcome. For more 
information, contact Maureen: 087 2258020; 
Joseph: 086 8221589.   
E mail: clanetoastmasters@gmail.com 
 www.clanetoastmasters.com 
 
 

CLANE G.A.A. 
 
There will be a benefit night on 23rd May in 
the club in aid of the late Biddy Pearse 

Moore, . There will be an auction on the 
night including a raffle with lots of prizes 
which have been donated by local businesses 
and the local community. There will be live 
music performed by The Gypsy's, The Dru-

ids and Donnacha Heyden. €5 in on the 
night.  
 
The Camogie Dinner Dance was a massive 
success and everyone in the club would like 
to congratulate the organisers for such a 
great night. There was also a Camogie 7's 
tournament held in the club during April and 
it was a massive success. Oulart the Ballagh 
won the cup and St.Jude's won the shield.  
 
The under 14 ladies footballers won their 
county final in the feile while the footballers, 
hurlers and camógs lost their respective 
county finals. To be competing in such 
events is a massive boost to the club, regard-
less of the result. 
 
The minor footballers have qualified for the 
Division One League final with a win over 
Naas in the semi-final. Congrats to all play-
ers and Paddy Naughton, Danny Egan, Ro-
nan McCaffrey and Cathal 'Bosco' Egan on 
taking the lads to the final on the 17th or 
18th of May against Sarsfields. 
 
The Senior hurlers drew Leixlip in the first 
round of the Championship and the Senior 
footballers will play Moorefield. 
 
Robbie Dunne 
 

 
FR. JOHN SULLIVAN, S.J. 

 
To commemorate the anniversary of the 
Servant of God, Fr. John Sullivan, S.J., Mass 
will be celebrated in Clongowes Wood Col-
lege  Sunday 11th May 2014 at 3.00 pm. 
Principal Celebrant: Fr. Bernard McGucki-
an, S.J.  Homilist: Fr. Conor Harper, S.J. 
 
The anointing of the sick and the Blessing of 
the Cross of Fr. John Sullivan will take place 
immediately after Mass. 

mailto:clanetoastmasters@gmail.com
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All are welcome 

 
Further details from  
Cáit Cullen. 
 

CLANE & RATHCOFFEY        
COMMUNITY GAMES 

 
The Field and Track events for our local 
Community Games will take place in the 
sports grounds attached to Scoil Mhuire 
Community School on the afternoon of Sat-
urday 24th May by kind permission of the 
Board of Management. Games will com-
mence at 1.30 pm. 
 Entry forms will be circulated to the 
five schools of our area on Monday 12th 
May. For anyone living in the area but at-
tending school outside some forms will be 
available at the Parish Office in the Main 
Street or by phoning 045-868474. Late en-
tries will not be accepted in the field as time 
has to be allowed for processing the forms, 
separating the groups according to age, etc. 
It is important that a separate form be filled 
out for each contestant and that two or more 
contestants are never included in the one 
entry form. 
 It is a strict insurance regulation that 
all bicycles should be parked between arrival 
and departure and not ridden within the 
grounds. 
 
Enjoy the day and make your best effort. 
 
 

KILDARE AND 1916 
 

Le Chéile is grateful to Seamus Cullen for 
allowing us to publish the results of his re-
search into areas in Kildare which had an 
involvement in the 1916 Rising, specifically 
Timahoe. This is all very relevant with the 
centenary coming up in two years time.  
 
 When you consider that 40 Dublin 
children between the ages of 2 and 16 lost 
their lives in Easter Week (as researched and 
highlighted by Joe Duffy of R.T.E.) without 

any recognition of the fact, it is not surpris-
ing that casualties involving people  in coun-
ties outside of Dublin were similarly lost 
sight of. If you can throw any light on the 
Clane area we would like to hear from you. 

 

A Timahoe Involvement 

“. . .Timahoe, is another area in west Kildare 
that had an important involvement in Easter 
Week with three individuals from the area 
connected to the rising. This locality is a 
small rural district and well-known as an 
area with an important local history connect-
ed to almost every period in Irish history. 
 
Michael Cosgrove 
The first individual from the Timahoe area 
with Easter Week connections is Michael 
Cosgrove who was the son of Peter Cos-
grove of Coolcarrigan. In 1916 Michael was 
employed as a gardener in Castleknock and 
was an active member of the Irish Volun-
teers. During Easter Week he was one of the 
304 men and women members of the Four 
Courts Volunteer garrison commanded by 
Commandant Ned Daly. Throughout the 
course of the week particularly on Wednes-
day and Thursday there was heavy fighting 
in the area of the Four Courts as the British 
military attempted to push forward towards 
O’Connell Street from Parkgate Street. Fol-
lowing the surrender Cosgrove was deported 
with the other prisoners and was detained in 
Frongoch Camp in Wales. However, on 22nd 
July 1916 many of the lesser known prison-
ers including Cosgrove were released. The 
Kildare Observer on 29th July 1916 pub-
lished details of his release and return to his 
parents residence at Coolcarrigan. 
 
Michael’s brother Hugh Cosgrove also had 
an involvement in the Irish Revolution. He 
was arrested for involvement as an Irregular 
during the Civil War and in later life be-
tween the 1940s and the 1970s represented 
the Timahoe area as a county councillor. 
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William (Bill) Mulreany  
The second individual connected to Timahoe 
and the rising was William Mulreany who 
was originally from Carrick near Edenderry. 
He was from a family that had a tradition of 
service to the British Army. His brother 
Christy joined up at the age 18, but died of 
malaria in 1909 en route to India. William 
joined the army in his youth and served in 
the Boer War. Retiring from the army he 
obtained employment in the Timahoe area 
and resided in Hodgestown. In 1914 when 
war broke out again, William was called up 
as a reservist and served in the 8th King’s 
Royal Irish Hussars. He saw action at the 
front but suffered injuries as a result of gas 
poisoning. He was sent home to the Curragh 
military hospital to recuperate. By April 
1916 he had recovered sufficiently to be able 
to take up his army duties again. However, 
when the rising broke out on Easter Monday 
he was discharged from the military hospital 
and ordered into action in Dublin. He died in 
an encounter with the rebels on the 26th of 
April and was buried in the military ceme-
tery in Grangegorman.15 He left a young 
wife and one child who resided in Hodge-
stown. 
 
 This was not the last Mulreany fatali-
ty, William’s brother Barney, who was also 
employed in Timahoe before the war joined 
the army and won the ‘military medal’. He 
was promoted to the rank of a sergeant in the 
7th Bedford Division but was killed in action 
leading his men in a charge in France in 
April 1917. 

 
Gravestone of William Mulreany in 
Grangegorman Military Cemetery, Dublin. 
 
 

A barricade erected by the British Army 
using commandeered horse drawn carts and 
lorries 
 
Michael Kavaghan 
The third individual connected to the rising 
and Timahoe area is Michael Kavanagh. 
Very little is known of his connection to the 
locality other than he was a native of the 
Ballinafagh area where the family had a bur-
ial plot in the local graveyard. According to 
the 1911 census he lived in Queens Square 

http://seamuscullen.net/timahoe_1916.html#foot15#foot15
http://seamuscullen.net/images/timahoe_1916/michael_cosgrove.jpg
http://seamuscullen.net/images/timahoe_1916/gravestone_william_mulreany.jpg
http://seamuscullen.net/images/timahoe_1916/barricade_erected_by_british_army.jpg
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now Pearse Square off Pearse Street in Dub-
lin. At the time he was a widower with six 
children under the age of 7. His 19 year old 
sister Nannie Kavanagh lived with him and it 
is likely she was caring for the children. 
 
  In 1916 Kavanagh worked as a carter 
for Messers Wallace and it appears he was 
working on the bank holiday, Easter Monday 
when the rising broke out. One of the first 
actions of the army was to erect barricades 
and cordon off areas of the city. Rebels were 
also reported to have erected barricades in 
some areas. Among the items used for the 
barricades were horse drawn carts and lor-
ries. A newspaper report of the incident indi-
cated that (Michael Kavanagh) met his death 
through refusing to deliver up his lorry for 
barricading purposes’. His death certificate 
indicated that he died of gunshot wounds 
which were inflicted on Easter Monday the 
first day of the Rising. Having been wound-
ed he was taken to St Vincents Hospital but 
his wounds turned septic. He lived for 24 
days and died on the 17th of May. He was 34 
years old and as a result a young family were 
orphaned. His remains were brought back to 
county Kildare and interred in Ballinafagh 
Graveyard. 
 
No memorial exists to any individual named 
Kavanagh in Ballinafagh and no record of a 

family with that name in the locality has so 
far come to light. As he had a family at the 
time of his death it is likely that relatives 
possibly grand children may come forward 
with some further information. 
  
 As yet it is unknown whether it was 
the army or the rebels that commandeered 
Michael Kavanagh’s lorry for the barricades, 
however, it was most likely the military. For 
what reason Kavanagh objected to this is 
unknown. It may well be that he was protect-
ing his employer’s property or he could have 
refused to give up the cart due to his sympa-
thy to the cause of the rebels. This was in 
contrast to others who assisted the army in-
cluding a man that was a native of Hodge-
stown and employed by the London North 
Western Steampacket Company. His name 
appears in the list published in the Press of 
the names of the carters commended by Gen-
eral Maxwell for their bravery in the convey-
ing from the North Wall ammunition for the 
troops to another part of the city during the 
Dublin fighting. 
 
 The initial reaction to the rising both 
nationally and locally was of condemnation 
and there was little or no support for the ac-
tions of the rebels. This was also the case in 
Timahoe which suffered the loss of two indi-
viduals from the locality. The rising was 

Death certificate of Michael Kavanagh 

http://seamuscullen.net/images/timahoe_1916/michael_kavanagh_death_cert.jpg
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condemned by both politicians and the Cath-
olic Church. One of the most vocal denunci-
ations was given at a confirmation ceremony 
in Allen parish church on the 7th of May 
1916 by Dr Foley, bishop of Kildare and 
Leighlin. He indicated that ‘none of the 
grievance which justify a rebellion are pre-
sent in this country and that the English gov-
ernment was the best and most democratic 
government in the world’. He also threat-
ened to excommunicate any person in the 
Catholic religion who takes up arms to resist 
the civil authority or who aids and abets 
those doing so. However, the political mood 
in nationalist Ireland changed throughout the 
summer and autumn of 1916 and as the Kil-
dare prisoners were liberated either individu-
ally or in groups, their release was generally 
welcomed. 
 
Conclusion 
The centenary of the 1916 Rising will be 
commemorated in the near future. Individu-
als that participated on the rebel side include 

some who paid the ultimate sacrifice for 
their cause and others such as Michael Cos-
grove who risked their lives. A special trib-
ute will paid to them during the commemo-
rations and they will be given credit for the 
contribution they made to Irish history. 
 
 It would also be a noble deed to re-
member in a special way and show respect to 
the fatalities from among the security forces, 
many of whom were Irish. They include 
officers of the Dublin Metropolitan Police 
and members of the British military such as 
William Mulreany. Equally, civilians such as 
Michael Kavanagh who were killed or in-
jured in the fighting should not be forgotten 
during the commemorations. Hopefully a 
way can be found of paying respects to those 
innocent individuals and indeed all who shed 
blood in a rebellion that commenced a pro-
cess that led to the Irish Independence that 
we all enjoy today. 
 
 

Ballinafagh Graveyard where Michael Kavanagh rests in an unmarked grave 

http://seamuscullen.net/images/timahoe_1916/ballinafagh_graveyard.jpg
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THE BOYS’ OLD SCHOOL 
 

The Report of the Commissioners of Irish 
Education Enquiry 1826, reports a parish 
school in Clane, taught by Stephen Hickey at 
the annual salary of about £10, contributed 
by the children. It was built by the parishion-
ers at a cost of £35 and was thatched. It is 
shown on the Map of 1838 (surveyed in 
1837) and is located right out by the road’s 
edge in front of the Boys Old School. The 
latter was built in 1839 and is now the 
K.A.R.E. Centre. The Master’s House is 
shown attached to the East gable-end of the 
older thatched school. There was also a gar-
den attached. In lieu of the house and garden 
the Master educated 22 children gratis. In 
attendance were 45 boys and 15 girls. 
 
  The Girls’ Old National School in 
the Main Street, opened under the Presenta-
tion Sisters in 1839, had been built as an 
Orphanage School in 1818. In their 1835 
Second Report the teacher named at the 
Dublin Road school was J. Deegan, who was 
educating 52 boys and 24 girls. Up to 1966 
the enrolment remained at 75 (boys). By 
1976 it had reached 215 with 6 teachers. The 
Boys’ National School operated at these 
premises for 143 years from 1839 up until 
1982 when it was transferred to Scoil 
Phádraig on the Prosperous Road. 
 
 The name plaque on the wall at the 
Boys Old School or K.A.R.E. Centre  
(unreadable  for maybe 15 years) states: 
 

Scoil Naoimh Senceil 
Scoil Náisiunta na mBuachaillí 
Togadh 1839, Athogadh 1920   

 
Saint Senchell was the first Abbot of Clane. 
The Abbey in Clane was founded by Saint 
Ailbe, who was Abbot of Emily in Co. Tip-
perary. This is believed to have occurred 
before the coming of St. Patrick. The indica-
tions are that this plaque was not set up until 
1920. Nothing would have been known lo-
cally about Senchell until Comerford pub-
lished his “History of the Diocese of Kildare 
& Leighlin” in 1883. He was sourcing  the 

Annals of the Four Masters (1616). 
 
The above article is a repeat of that pub-
lished in last month’s Le Chéile. It is delight-
ful to report that the K.A.R.E. Centre has 
since benefited by the combined efforts of 
the K.A.R.E. Organization and Clane Tennis 
Club in co-operation with Tús. The outer 
walls have been freshly painted and the 
plaque referred to above is set to be restored. 
Congratulations and well done to all in-
volved. 
 
CHARITY TRIP TO COSTA RICA 

 
Bebhinn Nugent is a teacher from Clane and 
is going on a charity trip this Summer to 
teach in Costa Rica, Central America. A 
fund raising event is being organized in 
Clane G.A.A. in support of her undertaking. 
It's a "Big Band Dance Night" on May 31st. 
Tickets are available on the night at the door 
and in Marrons Pharmacy and Bob and 
Kate's for 15 euro each or 25 per pair.  

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE  
ABBEY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

(From our Archives) 
 

The official re-opening after 100 years of the 
old restored Church, now the Abbey Com-
munity Hall, took place on the afternoon of 
Sunday 31st March. Mr. Joe Bermingham, 
Minister of State at the Office of Public 
Works, was the principal speaker. The Min-
ister paid special tribute to Fr. Thompson, 
Andy Fitzgerald (foreman), John Connolly, 
Clane Community Council, AnCo, and the 
Church of Ireland. He expressed disbelief at 
the quality and extent of the work which 
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includes the restoration of the old Church 
building which had been roofless and in ru-
ins for 100 years, the development of the 
derelict graveyard as a very pleasant and 
elevated park commanding a fine view and 
of the continuing development of the adjoin-
ing Day Centre. The work had in a sense 
commenced 11 years ago [1974] when the 
Community Council had undertaken the 
conservation of the Bell Tower, then in a 
threatened condition (with the help of John 
O'Connell). The premises came into the pos-
session of the community in 1974 when it 
was passed on to us for the nominal sum of 
£10 by the Church of Ireland. Of course, it 
cost £1300 to conserve and restore the tower 
which had been condemned. 
 
AnCo's involvement began in June 1983. 
Originally the project was scheduled to take 
two years with a completion date of June 
1985 but progress was good and it was com-
pleted two months ahead of schedule. 
 
But most heartening of all was the amount of 
employment that was generated because of 
the project. (With the main Abbey project 
and the environmental schemes in the park 
and elsewhere in the village, 54 youth were 
employed at one time in mid-1984.) Two 
hundred and twenty trainees, 75 of them 
under 25 years of age, took part in the Ab-
bey project and received valuable training in 
the process. That training extended over a 
very wide range of areas and incorporated 
Construction Skills such as bricklaying, 
plastering, plumbing and heating, carpentry 
and joinery, stonework and pointing, electri-
cal work, scaffolding, site surveying and 
levelling. Reading of drawings, planning, 
scheduling and estimating and safety also 
featured as subjects. As with all AnCo 
courses, particular emphasis was placed on 
Job-seeking skills, skill assessment, career 
development and life and social skills. If you 
consider this list of skills, one thing is clear. 
Many of them are transferable in that they 
can be adapted for use in a number of career 
areas. This is extremely important in these 
times of rapidly changing employment pat-
terns. AnCo is training people not for one 

job but for "families of jobs." Eighty per 
cent of the young people involved in the 
Clane Abbey project have either gained full 
time employment or have gone on to further 
training or education programmes. 
 
As a result of this project and the sterling 
work it entailed, the people of Clane now 
have a Community Centre to be proud of 
with facilities for meetings, games and dra-
ma. But that is not all. I am very pleased to 
be able to announce that Phase II of the pro-
ject has now been approved and work will 
commence very shortly. The second phase 
which will provide many more young people 
with valuable training will involve further 
development of Clane Abbey to provide the 
Senior Citizens of the area with their own 
facility -- the Evergreen Club. 
 
The materials for this project were paid for 
by the Clane Community Council and it was 
greatly helped by many of our local volun-
tary organisations. The Council thank them 
for this support. This building will be availa-
ble to all who wish to use it for recreational 
purposes. The windows have been supplied 
by Michael Behan and his specialist team 
and they are designed in keeping with the 
highest degree of craftsmanship desirable. 
The door is of maple. 
 
Mr. Frank Donnelly, manager of the AnCo 
Training Centre at Ballyfermot expressed his 
organization's satisfaction with their involve-
ment in the undertaking and complimented 
Peter Riordan, Ted Murray, Dan Doolan and 
Hart Dorsch for their technical assistance, 
the production of drawings, etc. 
 
At the opening ceremony the foreman Andy 
Fitzgerald, and Joe Carroll the AnCo Super-
visor, each received - community award of 
cut glass. The hall was blessed by Canon 
Empey, Rector and Rev. R. Thompson, SJ. 
Speakers also included Very Rev. R. Kelly, 
P.P. and Fr. Hanley, S.J. Speakers were in-
troduced by the Community Council Chair-
man, Phil McCormack. 
 
(First published August 1983) 


