Norman Motte

X-X: The Cr uachán Claonta
A: Excavated by Nor man mote builder s.
B: Materials (fr om A) piled on top by
mote builders
C: Excavated by J CB (all dotted areas).

Community Magazine
The original Norman Motte near the Liffey
Bridge, Clane – seen here from the south –
presumably erected by Richard de Hereford
in the late 12th century. It is traditionally
known as "King Mesgegra’s Grave" where
the legendary 1st century King of Leinster
was reputedly buried.

View of Sunday’s Well prior to excavation

These last three photos are from the
late Hermann Geissel’s web site.
Editor
Note stone lined chamber.
Another view of Motte profile. (W.)

Norman top-fill of mixed gravel and
soil.
Soil profile (brown):
topsoil
subsoil
undisturbed stony ice-carried gravel
Fallen debris
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EDITORIAL

continue to be of support to your many community groups and causes.
As always, Letters to the Editor will
continue to be welcome for publication. Letters must be of general community interest
and must be signed. A telephone number
must be supplied to the Editor for verification purposes. Letters should be brief, to the
point and fair. Letters from emigrants would
be especially welcome.

Clane Community Council was established
in 1973. March 27th 2013 was the 40th anniversary of the public meeting which took
place in Clane Hall, now the Youth Club
premises on the College Road, and at which
it was decided to set up a Community Council of the Muintir na Tíre model. Following a
local election the first meeting of C.C.C.
took place on 16th May 1973 in the Convent
School on the Main Street. On 23rd June last
a series of celebratory events to mark the
40th Anniversary were commenced with the
unveiling of a special stone on the Village
Green by the President of Muintir na Tíre
Mr. John Hogan, the Mayor of Kildare Cllr.
Michael Spike Nolan and the Lord Mayor of
Clane Mr. Des Marron.
Le Chéile is the official publication
of Clane Community Council. Our first
Community Magazine was published in January 1974. In February 2014 Le Chéile went
on the Internet after exactly forty years. It
has played an important part in community
life over the years, from the organization of
elections every second year to the promotion
of projects such as the re-roofing after 100
years of the old C. of I. ruin as the Abbey
Community Centre and the venue for plays,
musicals, and other community activities.
The projects are too numerous to mention
here but would include the Stream Park, now
the Children’s Playground, the Liffey Park
and Walk, Community Games, Tidy Towns,
etc. Not least the Website.
It is encouraging to hear that so many
are now accessing Le Chéile on the Website.
A small number will continue to be supplied
to Clane Library and if anyone would like
help with printing out a copy -especially
long time collectors– please contact the Editor (contact details below).
Many thanks to local shopkeepers
who have supported us over the years.
Thanks also to the young people who have
assisted us with outdoor sales in all weathers. Thanks in particular to our many contributors and we encourage you to keep up
the good work. It is our intention to continue
into the future and we hope our efforts will

CALENDAR
Wednesday 5th March
First Clane Toastmasters Meeting
The Westgrove Hotel at 7.45pm.
See p. 3
Friday 7th March
Table Quiz at 9pm in Manzor’s to support
the St. Patrick’s Festival.
See p. 6
Friday 14th March
Trad Session in Clane GAA 9-11pm See p. 6
Saturday 15th March
•Tour of Bog of Allen Nature Centre 2-4pm
•Millicent Singers in concert in Clongowes
at 8pm.
•See p. 6
Sunday 16th March
•Historical Walking Tour of Village at 2pm.
•Lambert Puppet Theatre -Westgrove at 3pm
•Kilfenora Céili Band in Clane GAA at 9pm.
See p. 6
Monday 17th March
St. Patrick’s Day Parade commences at 3pm.
Entertainment commences 2pm.
See p. 6
Thursday 20th March
Awards Ceremony at the Westgrove See p. 6
Monday 31st March
Monthly meeting of Clane Community
Council at 8pm in the Abbey.

which was of a supernatural order. It is interesting that all thermal springs, apart from a
small few accidentally discovered during
excavation, happen to be also holy wells
dedicated to early saints or religious practices. There can be little doubt but that their
adoption under Christianity points to the fact
that there were equally important preChristian traditions attached to them.
O’Donovan was and is the acclaimed expert
on place names; however in 1860 when he
was writing up his assessment he had before
him a round hill fashioned by the Normans.
Apart from the tail which sloped away at a
very low level to the west, he would have
seen little evidence of a sloping hill or

cruachán claonta. For anyone who had been
familiar with the sloping tail and who could
see how it fitted into the context of the east
and west profiles exposed by the JCB a
whole new opportunity presented itself for
interpretation. Also, though the well is now
covered over, had he known that the Geological Survey would inevitably register it as a
thermal spring, he would have seen things in
a whole new light, especially if he had made
comparisons between this isolated gravel hill
and other gravel hills associated with other
recorded thermal springs. It is important,
however damaged the evidence may be at
this stage, that these few surviving facts be
passed on to posterity.

View of Motte from the N.E. following
paring away of sides by JCB.

View of Sunday’s Well after the JCB had
removed the extended ’tail’ of the sloping
hill which ran westwards from the Motte
beyond the surrounding ditch.

Web site: www.clanecommunity.ie
EDITOR’S DEADLINE
The deadline for receipt of material for the
April issue of Le Chéile is
Monday 24th March
To 142 Loughbollard please.
Tel. 045-868474.

E-mail: margaretmcevoy1@eircom.net
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Note original soil profile (brown horizontally divided into a top-soil layer and
sub-soil layer), covering un-disturbed gravels beneath. Note also gravel top-filling
piled above the original surface level (as
indicated by the soil profile) in creating the
Motte. Note the exposed soil profile on the
east side (as in photograph) was up to 7 feet
above ground level. On the west side it was
of the order of half this height.

The Well originally had an enclosing stone
built structure and an outflow into a piped
drain. This exited into an open ditch along
the northern boundary of the property, and
flowed into the Liffey.
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close to Alexandra Bridge on the Liffey outside Clane, would be an excellent candidate
in any attempt to pin down the location of
the ancient rallying point where the Leinstermen were in the practice of assembling before going into battle. The fact that it is recognised as the burial place of Mesgegra,
King of Leinster, who was killed there by
Conall Cearnach in 33 A.D. while seeking
sanctuary, would greatly strengthen the case.
Also, O’Donovan’s question with regard to
the “origin of this belief … or superstition”
can now be reasonably answered, as the
closely associated well (Sunday’s Well) has
since been officially listed by the Geological
Survey as a Thermal Spring. From the earliest pagan times it would have attracted curiosity and attention for the fact that it never
froze, even in the most severe frost; it
‘steamed’ in the coldest periods of winter;
the outflow tidally responded to the phases
of the moon; it constantly bubbled and the
outflow supported a brilliant green surface of
duck-weed both winter and summer.

that he was in Waterford for the day but had
received a number of calls to inform him that
the Motte in Clane was actively being demolished with a JCB and would I go down
immediately and intervene. On my arrival at
the site, whether by coincidence or otherwise, the work stopped. The land owner indicated to the driver that that would do. He
turned to me and remarked: “There we are
now -all finished and isn’t it all the better
for it?” The Motte had been tightly cut back
all around creating vertical sides of maybe 7
feet in height (see photographs), while also
removing the surrounding ditch and embankment. The long tapering tail which had extended westwards beyond the circular ditch
was also removed together with Sunday’s
Well. This tail had been about equal in
length to the diameter of the Motte. The aim
of the exercise had obviously been to extend
the area of level ground being used to ring
horses. The site remained in this condition
for many years until it was sold on for construction of the Cois Abhain apartment complex. During this operation the builders back
-filled the base of the Motte all around, covering in the well as they did so. The backfill
is less steep than the original Motte, extending to a greater outreach.

As is almost invariably the case with
thermal springs, they tend to have gravel
hills closely associated with them. Good
examples are St. Patrick’s Well and the Hill
of Ardrass, on the road between Celbridge
and Barberstown, Brideswell to the north of
Kilcock , St. Peter’s Well and the once
closely associated Motte (now demolished)
to the west of the Range in Donadea. The
explanation of course lies in the effect the
warm waters would have had in locally melting out the gravels from the ice above them
during the Ice-age.

The sketch provided attempts to relate the original Cruachán Claonta and the
Norman Motte which was reconstructed
from it, with the thermal spring (Sunday’s
Well) included. The point has already been
made that this pre-Norman structure may
well be at the very origin of the word
‘Clane’. From the disclosures in the Annals
of Mac Firbis, concerning the horrific Cath
Almhaine, we see the Cruachán Claonta as
having been known widely throughout Leinster and having a significance attributed to it

During the 1980s I received a phone
call from Con Costello one afternoon to say
10

Don’t forget the ceili in Clane GAA
on Sunday March 16th from 9.00pm to 12.00,
which is run by the St. Patrick’s Parade committee.

Mairead Swords

MILLICENT LADIES GOLF
We are delighted with the increased membership of over 40 Ladies, which has enabled
us to enter a number of ladies inter-club
competitions and two mixed competitions,
the Cullen Cup & All Ireland mixed foursomes. So get practising ladies !!
The inclement weather and heavy rainfall
has not dampened our spirits, as we have
continued to play our weekly competitions
Results.
9 Hole S/Ford 25/26/30th January
1st Vivien Bond (26) 23 pts, 2nd Rebecca
Grainger (13) 22 pts, 3rd Ester Hennessy (18)
21 pts.
9 Hole on going January
1st Vivien Bond (26) 23 pts, 2nd Mary O’Brien (12) 22 pts. 3rd Mary Cleary (30) 21 pts.
9 Hole S/Ford 8/9/13th February
1st Teresa Quirke (14) 22 pts, 2nd Carol Tutty
(22) 19 pts.
9 Hole S/Ford 15/16/20th February
1st Karen Heffernan (21) 21 pts, 2nd Marian
Mahoney (25) 20 pts, 3rd Ann Harrington
(30) 19 pts.
Sunday 9th March, Final of Winter League
will be held followed by presentation of prizes in the club house.
17th March Rumble
The drive-In will take place on Sunday 23rd
March. We will join with the men for an 18
Hole Scramble (shot gun start) followed by
presentation, music and food in the club
house. We look forward to an enjoyable
day.
We wish Lady Captain, Carol Tutty
& Men’s Captain, Dave Smith, the very best
of luck for their year ahead.

''Become the Speaker and Leader you want
to be''
Would you like to improve your confidence
and skills in Public Speaking and Leadership?
First Clane Toastmasters Meeting
When: Wed 5th March at 7.45pm.
Where: The Westgrove Hotel, Clane.
This launch meeting will demonstrate what
a typical club meeting involves. Consecutive meetings will be held
on the first and third Wednesday of each
month. Visitors welcome.
Enquiries:
Maureen: 087 2258 020;
Joseph: 086 8221 589.
Email: clanetoastmasters@gmail.com
Website: http://www.toastmasters.org/

CLANE COMHALTAS COELTOIRI
EIREANN
This months Session commence Friday Feb
28th in Clane GAA, usual time and again all
welcome. Classes going really well and students busy preparing for the Fleadh 2014.
New students welcome, young and old. Places available in Button Accordion, Banjo,
whistle, Flute & Fiddle. Contact Margaret
Gannon on 087-9136509.
Sean Nós dancing commences on
Tuesday nights upstairs in Clane GAA starting at 8.30 to 9.30 and will resume up to
Easter.

Bernie Holligan. P.R.O.
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urrection. I suppose these 40 days are
given to us as a reminder of the need to
change and we ask God at this time of
grace for a fresh outpouring of His Holy
Spirit.
I would like on behalf of the Evergreens to offer our sincere and heartfelt sympathy to the Moore and Pearse
families on the sad and sudden death of
Biddy who was a lovely young lady.
May her gentle soul rest in the peace of
Christ and may she enjoy the beatific
vision. Go mbeidh coinnle na bflaitheas
ar lasadh dti ar feadh na síorríochta.

THE OBSERVER
We welcome back the Observer, who hasn’t
graced our pages for some time. His name is
known to the Editor and his comments are
all in the public interest. We stand full
square behind him.
“After a few years off, its time to
return. The object is to point out issues
around our Village. We have an excellent
walk around the town. Its great to see so
many people out exercising. However, their
enjoyment is destroyed by the amount of
dog poo which is left on the footpaths by
owners who wont clean up after their canines. All that’s required is to bring a poo
bag and remove the offending material. Now
there are lots of folk who do just that and
they are to be commended. Someone some
day will be caught as the warden does visit
the area and fines of up to 1000 euro can be
handed out to offenders. Poo-bags cost as
little as 2 euro per packet and can be purchased in many of the stores in Clane. Again
we have some graffiti gurriers in town.
These unsightly markings were started some
time ago when the Gardai became involved.
If anyone has information regarding these
daubers please inform the Gardai and put a
stop to this vandalism before our beautiful
town is destroyed. Lets out TOTO.”

Things are going great in our Club so
far. We welcome back Seán McCann -a
very popular gentleman of our Club for
some time.
We offer our congratulations to the
young boys and girls of the Parish who
were recipients of Pope John Paul II
Awards. They are as follows:- Emma Phelan
(Papal Cross Award), Ciara Finn, Niamh
Fitzgerald, Orla Keogh, Sean Maguire and
Cathal O’Brien (Gold Awards). These
awards were presented by Bishop Denis
Nulty recently in recognition of their involvement in both parish and community
life. These young people are dedicated and
lent walking facility in Clane. Day or night
lots of folk are pounding the footpaths an
inspiration to the community and a great
example to their peers.
Best wishes go to the boys and girls
of Clane and Rathcoffey schools who are
about to make their Confirmation. May the
Holy Spirit inspire and guide them through
life and may God shower many blessings on
them and their families.
Best wishes too go to the inimitable
Mary Dunne and her hard-working team for
the St. Patrick’s Day Parade. There will be
great entertainment taking place in the village throughout the festival. This is a great
time for young and old alike: beidh ceol,
caint, craic, comhra, rinnce agus what have
you -something for everybody, so have a
great time everyone. Comhgháirdeachas arís
Mary for all the work you put into this 10th

The Observer.

THE EVERGREENS

We are truly into Spring now as the
brighter days unfold, bringing new hope
and leaving behind the dreary dark days
of Winter. The beauty of nature is all
about with new life and growth in the
gardens. As I stand in my doorway its
lovely to look around and see the daffodils and snowdrops growing in profusion
everywhere. Mine are on their way!!
Yes we’re into the holy season of
Lent too -leading to Easter and the Res4

ing the Claen-Ath form, in reference to a
battle fought in A.D. 702. On the same page
a third form Claenadh comes up, without
comment from Comerford, when quoting
the Four Masters in reference to “Banbhan,
Abbot of Claenadh, who died in A.D. 777”.
The lack of clarity around the origin of the
name Clane is clearly acknowledged.

showed equal fight.”
_________O’Donovan’s footnote:________
“Cruachan Claenta¹ -i.e. the round Hill of
Clane, situated about five miles to the northeast of Allen, where this battle was fought.
The Leinster-men believed that whenever
they could hold their council of war here,
they should not be defeated. The origin of
this belief is not yet discovered, nor is this
superstition noticed in “Leabhar na
gCeart”, among the Geasa and Urgarthæ of
the Kings of Leinster.
Dinn-Canainn² -now Duncannon, nearly
midway between Clane & the Hill of Allen”

Mac Firbis was from County Clare
but by some great coincidence one of the
three ancient vellums which he transcribed
in 1643 makes mention of Clane. The extract relates to the Battle of Allen, in which
9,000 Leinster-men fought 21,000 Ulstermen in a dispute regarding tribute
(‘protection money’) which the Leinstermen were refusing to hand over. The different annals disagree on the exact year of this
battle, ranging between 718 and 722, but the
latter is believed to be the true year. It was a
bloody battle and the losses were great on
both sides. The following is a quote from
O’Donovan’s 1860 translation of Mac Firbis, with the footnotes included (p. 39).
[Those interested in obtaining the source
may do so by looking up Annals of Ireland,
published free of charge on the Internet by
Columbia University.]

In O’Donovan’s work the original Gaelic
and the English translation, including his
foot-notes, are given on oppositely facing
pages. It is odd that O’Donovan should have
changed the spelling from “Cruachán
Claonta” as it is spelled in the original Irish
text on page 38 . According to Dinneen’s
Dictionary a Cruachán is a little rick or
stack, a small heap; a little hill or mound.
(no mention of a ‘round hill’), while claonta
means inclined or sloping. One has to ask
the question: should this not have been
translated as the Slanted Hill rather than the
Round Hill of Clane? This leads one to ask
therefore is it not possible that this hill gave
Clane its name rather than the converse, as
suggested by O’Donovan? There is no evidence that O’Donovan actually identified
the hill in question, unless his use of the
term “round Hill” might carry this implication: -perhaps identifying it with the
“Motte”. This Norman structure, as identified by the O.S., would have involved considerable re-construction some 450 or more
years later. The “Motte”, which is located

“- - - With respect to the Leinster-men, they
repaired to Cruachan Claenta¹, for the Leinster-men would not be defeated if they
should hold their council there, and proceed
from thence to battle. They proceeded
thence to Dinn-Canainn², and thence to the
battle.
On the following morning the battalions of both sides met : nine thousand of the
Leinster-men, and twenty one thousand of
Leth-Chuinn. Vigorously and fiercely was
this battle fought on both sides, and all
9

Aidan Mooney

CLANE & RATHCOFFEY COMMUNITY GAMES SWIMMING
RESULTS

U13 Freestyle panel
1 Matthew Walsh-Hussey 2 Eamon Little
3 Stefan Mahon
4 Aidan Mooney
5 Conor Coughlan
6 Ryan O’Connell

Girls
U8 Freestyle
Katie Rose Heffernan
Cliona Desmond

U10 Freestyle
Méabh Maguire
Abi Coughlan
Erin Corrigan

U10 Backcrawl
Méabh Maguire
Rebecca Cashell
Éobha O’Neill

U12 Freestyle
Niamh Henry
Áine Maguire
Rachel Millea

U12 Backcrawl
1Claire Lynch
1Neasa Mooney
3Laoise Gillman
3Abby Hickey

U12 Breaststroke
Niamh Henry
Amy Mason
Aine Maguire

Thank you:
Susan, Martina and Tony would like to thank
Paul (starter) and Michelle McLoughlin,
Bernie Foley (recorder), Agnes Maguire,
Edel Mason, Jill Gillman (judges), Aoife and
Orla Fitzgerald (assistants and message carriers) for all their help on the day. Thanks
also to the staff and management of Naas
Leisure Pool.
Team events will commence shor tly.
Camogie (G), Hurling (B), Gaelic (B&G),
Soccer (B).
Field and Track events will take place
at the end of May.

U14 Freestyle
Rachel Millea
Katie Walsh-Hussey
Aislinn Corbett

THE NAME CLANE AND
RELATED ISSUES

U14 Breaststroke U14 Backcrawl
Katie Walsh-Hussey Amy Mason
Aislinn Corbett
Eve Hyland
Emma Jane Power
U13 Relay panel
1 Niamh Henry
3 Aislinn Corbett
5 Claire Lynch

When Comerford published his History of the Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin
in 1883 he made reference to a range of written works, which included the Annals of the
Four Masters (1616), and the Annals of Mac
Firbis (1643). The latter, which was translated from old Irish and annotated by John
O’Donovan in 1860, is quoted at length in
relation to the Parish of Allen. With regard
to the Parish of Clane Comerford relied
heavily on the Four Masters. “In ancient
records the name of this place is given in two
forms; Claen-Damh, i.e., “the field of oxen”
and Claen-Ath, i.e., “the field of the Ford”.
See p. 98. (Claen would derive from Cluain
but the vowel change is a problem according
to experts, the vowel being the least likely
part of the word to change.) The Four Masters are quoted by Comerford on p.100, us-

2 Katie Walsh Hussey
4 Ella Heary
6 Emma Jane Power

Boys
U8 Freestyle
Ronan Cribbin
Diarmuid Finn
Charlie O’Neill

U10 Freestyle
Adam Millea
Leo Bogan
Cian Travers

U10 Backcrawl
Leo Bogan
Adam Millea
Hugh Muldoon

U12 Freestyle
Matthew Walsh-Hussey
Eamon Little
Aidan Mooney

U12 Backcrawl
U14 Freestyle
Matthew Walsh-Hussey John Lynch
Eamon Little
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CLANE MENS’ GOLF CLUB
Results for February

Parade -yes 10! Beannachtaí agus Aoibhneas na Féile ar gach éinne. May each and
everyone enjoy our National Feast Day. Lá
an specíalta é ar fad gan amhras ar bith. Rath
Dé oraibh go léir and may St. Patrick watch
over us all.

Spring League
w/e 31st January1st Ger Nevin 24 points,
2nd Ml. Cuddihy 24 points, 3rd James
Malone 24points
w/e 7th February Class 1 1st Michael
Cuddihy 27 pts., 2nd Tommy Carew 24 pts.
Class 2 1st John Duffy
26 pts., 2nd Daire O’Broin (President) 26 pts
w/e 14th February Class 1 1st Pa Connolly 27 pts., 2nd Diarmuid F. Coonan 25 pts
Class 2 1st Ber nar d
Campbell 25pts, 2nd Michael Kelleher 25pts
w/e 21st February Class 1 1st Seamus
Carew 25pts., 2nd Eamonn Howlin 23 pts.
Class 2 1st Jimmy
Redmond 28 pts., 2nd Christopher Behan 26
pts. Team Competition:
1st Michael Cuddihy, Pa Connolly, Tony
O’Grady, Joe Higgins 330 points.
2nd Seamus Car ew, Michael Kelleher ,
Diarmuid Coonan, John Duffy 320 points.
3rd J ohn McAndr ew, Eamonn Howlin,
Austin Daly, Jimmy Redmond. 319 points.

Maureen Spain (PRO)

PARKVIEW RESIDENTS
Hi friends and neighbours.Just getting back
in the groove after my extended visit to New
Zealand. Thankfully I missed the bad weather. Well following on from our success of
recent years, we were again back in the prizes in 2013 winning the pride of place in Kildare Estates, and coming first in Clane Tidy
Estates. Winning isn't always easy and takes
a lot of effort from dedicated people. Were
lucky to have such loyal residents in our
Estate that we can expect support from
through out the year. Whether it be supporting our lottery, cutting grass, putting up
hanging baskets, maintaining their gardens,
window boxes, painting and creating new
initiatives, all this work blends together to
keep the estate in good order. The committee
would like to thank everyone for their efforts
through the year. This year of 2014 is special
as we reach 40 yrs in existence and will be
putting in a extra effort to achieve success
again. We will be running some event later
in the year to celebrate this occasion. On a
sad note we lost one of our Children, (Biddy
Moore). Biddy grew up in Parkview and will
be remembered for her fun loving character,
always a little mother to the other kids. This
she brought with her into her adulthood, always thinking of others and willing to help
all, None more than her own family who she
adored. She never lost her cheerful out look
on life. She was dedicated to her husband
and little boy whom she cherished. Our
deepest sympathy goes to the Moore family
on their great loss. Bid you will be sorely
missed by all who knew you, God rest your
happy soul in heaven.

CLANE GAA GOLF SOCIETY
Clane GAA Golf Society held its AGM on
5th February and elected Tom Whelan as
Captain and Sean Cooney as President.
Golfers of all ages and abilities are
wanted for this small and friendly Society. If
you don’t have a Handicap don’t worry after your first round the Society will provide one for you. The Society play nine outings a year on some of Leinster’s finest
courses. This year’s courses include Millicent, Kilcock, Rathsallagh, Palmerstown,
Baltinglass, Dunmurry Springs and Highfield.
Joining fee is just €20.00 per member, with each outing costing €30.00.
First outing of 2014 is to Baltinglass
on Saturday 15th March. -Tee time 10.00
a.m. If you are interested please contact:
Paddy Dooly or Teresa Lynch in the GAA
Club or Tom O’Brien, Society Chairman at
087 2448499.
Mick Gately.
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CLANE ST. PATRICK’S FESTIVAL

Please check us out on www.clanefestival.ie
and find us on facebook with lots of information on our forth coming 2014 Festival.
Any queries, please call 086 0619086 or
email clanefestival@kildare.ie

Clane St. Patrick’s Day Festival this year
will be celebrating its 10th Anniversary with
a host of events. Final preparations are being put in place now for our 2014 Festival.
Clane's 10th Anniversary Book "A CELEBRATION - We are Clane" is now available
in local shops. Cost €5. Pick up a copy and
send to our family and friends around the
world. The Book is a lovely keepsake as it
contains photos, articles, interviews, competitions and lots more memories of our Parades to date.

Mary Dunne, Chairperson

CLANE I.C.A.
February diary. Despite storms and floods,
there was a very good attendance at monthly
meeting on Thursday, 6th. Although Spring
wasn`t evident weatherwise, it seemed to be
in the atmosphere that evening. Having welcomed some very pleasant, young ladies to
the guild, with fresh ideas, all members
were enthusiastic about making a new start
and improving lifestyle.......healthily and
financially. Taking up hobbies, regular exercise, and practicing mindfulness, ..to begin
with, plus some expert advice on money
matters. Certain members would gladly welcome advice from the charming Eddie
Hobbs!! ....Who knows,?... perhaps, with a
blend of green shoots and grey heads, we
could manage to beat the blues for a while,
at least. For information on I.C.A. matters,
please contact Hon. Sec. Ailish Sammon,
045.892842., P.R.O. M. O’Connor.

Dairy Dates as follows:
Friday 7th March
Table Quiz – Manzor’s of Clane at 9pm.
To book your table, please call Kate on 087
8230728.
Friday 14th March
Trad Session in Clane G.A.A. 9 – 11pm.
Saturday 15th March
Visit and Tour of the Bog of Allen Nature
Centre – 2 – 4pm
Millicent Singers in concert in Clongowes
Wood College at 8pm
Sunday 16th March
Historical Walking Tour of the village: 2pm.
Lambert Puppet Theatre at the Westgrove
Hotel, Clane at 3pm.
Kilfenora Ceili Band in Clane G.A.A. : 9pm
Monday 17th March
Parade at 3pm with entertainment on the
street from 2pm.
Our theme for this year is A CELEBRATION
Grand Marshal Leah Redmond and Lord
Mayor of Clane Des Marron will lead the
Parade.
REMEMBER: Leave your car at home if
you can on the day as the Barriers will be
out from early morning. Street will close
completely from 2.30pm and will remain
closed for an hour after the Parade finishes.
Thursday 20th March
Award Ceremony at THE WESTGROVE
HOTEL. Also this year, all 50 plus Floats
will receive a CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION as it's our 10th Anniversary.

Ann McGuiness, Freda Fogarty, Tom
McCreery, Maeve Rock, John Kennedy,
Pádraig McEvoy, Maureen Beirne, Breda
Gunning, Derek Gunning, Julie Manzor,
Jeanette Drumm, Finbarr D'Arcy, Monica
Alverez, Paul Carroll, Mary Murtagh, Helen
O'Flaherty, Sam Glynn, Tony McEvoy,

for its members with both physical and intellectual disabilities.
CASA are looking for volunteers in this area—their next evening will be held in the
Westgrove Hotel on Sunday March 9th—
everyone is welcome! Contact
Elizabeth on 087 958 7831

Abbey Hall
Nick Fitzgerald, Paul Carroll, John Power,
Anne Noonan, Maurice Austin, Tony
McEvoy, Pádraig McEvoy

CLANE G.A.A.
The thorny rose night took place on Saturday
the 22nd of February and was a great success
and we thank everyone for coming out on
the night. The Senior footballers are also
getting ready for their big boxing night on
the 7th of March. Another great night
planned and both events can be seen on our
facebook page. The minor footballers have
started their league campaign and their fixtures are posted weekly on the Clane Gaa
facebook page.
The
Senior
footballers
drew
Maynooth, Ballymore and Athy in their upcoming Aldridge Cup group and they continue to train well with Donnacha Heyden at
the helm. There will be a Cheltenham Preview Night on the following night on Saturday the 8th of March with many leading
jockeys set to be there on the night.
Membership is due now and forms
can be filled in via the bar or through managers of all teams and age groups. The pricing
list for membership is on the Facebook page.
There will be a membership signup day on
the 22nd from 12-2 in the club
There is music every Sunday night at
6pm and if you are having a pint on a Sunday, make sure to stop in in support of the
club and maybe a small bit of dancing while
you're there! We will have a raffle for an
Irish Rugby Jersey and you will get a ticket
for every pint bought during 6 nations rugby
matches
in
the
Club
Bar.
As always, please follow us on twitter
@gaaclane and like us on Facebook to stay
up to date with all the club news coming into
the busier part of the year!

Friary & Abbey Cemetery
Des Drumm, John McDonagh, Tony
McEvoy, Mark Moffat, Tom Cleary, Phil
McCormack, John Briody
Finance
Paul Carroll, Nick Fitzgerald, John Kennedy,
Nellie Dillon-Forde, Des Drumm, Anne
Noonan
Community Games
Martina Healy, Anne Noonan, Tom McCreery, Nick Fitzgerald, Tony McEvoy, Bernie
Foley, Edel Mason, Henry Lowry, Margaret
McDonald, Susan Galbraith, Peter Kirwan
Streets
Marion Doolan, John Daly, Tony McEvoy,
Henry Lowry, Peter Kirwan
Clane Watch
Pádraig McEvoy, Tony McEvoy, Dave
McCann, John McDonagh, Peter Kirwan, Nellie Dillon-Forde, Tom Cleary

Heritage
John Daly, Des Drumm, Pádraig McEvoy,
Pat Given, John Kennedy
Web
John Kennedy, John Daly, Pádraig McEvoy,
John Power, Martine Grogan
As is usual at our February meeting the
membership of the various Sub-committees
was up-dated.
Tidy Towns
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CASA: Caring and sharing Association
Supporting people with disabilities.
CASA is a voluntary organisation , founded
in 1981. its goal is to develop social outlets

Robbie Dunne
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