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Clane connection.” At 8 pm in Clane GAA.
See p. 3
Monday 24th February
Monthly Meeting of Clane Community
Council in the Abbey at 8pm.
Friday 28th February
Clane Musical Society will present their
2014 production of Sing into Spring in The
Westgrove Hotel on Friday 28th February.
See p.4
Friday 28th February
Closing date for submitting entry forms for
St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
See p.8
Mon. 10th, Tue. 11th, Wed. 12th Feb.
Dates for enrolment to Scoil Phádraig and
Scoil Bhríde.
See p. 5
Friday 7th March
Table Quiz in Manzors at 9pm to help fund
the St. Patrick’s Day Festival.
See p. 8
Wed. 7th to Sat. 10th May
Advance notice of the staging of George
Bernard Shaw’s Pygmalion in the Abbey
by Clane Musical Society.
See p. 5

EDITORIAL
Le Chéile is a community magazine which
commenced publication in January 1974. It
has therefore been in existence for forty
years. Commencing with this, the February
2014 edition, it will in future be made available
on
the
Internet
at
www.clanecommunity.ie. It has up to the
present been available in booklet form in the
Clane and Rathcoffey area. The Community
Council website is one of the greatest developments locally in recent years and is now a
great source of local information ranging
from a Calendar of upcoming events to local
Amenities, local Maps, Heritage, Community Groups, etc.
You will have the opportunity to read or
print off a free copy of Le Chéile from the
website. A few hard copies will be placed in
the Library each month. We will work to a
12 page model without advertising. We will
consider providing a one page list of local
businesses, services and phone nos. in future
issues. We hope to continue with the new
model into the future and it will remove a
huge burden of costs from our shoulders.

MANZOR’S LADIES GOLF SOC.
The MLGS first outing of 2014 took place
on Saturday 4th January at Millicent Golf
Club where the ladies hit the fairways for a 9
hole scramble. The outing was kindly sponsored by Rene Fay & Pat McCormack. The
results were:

CALENDAR
Tuesday 4th February
Evergreens resume meetings after Winter
Break.
See p. 3
Saturday 22nd February
Clane and Rathcoffey Community Games
Swimming Competition at Naas Pool
(Caragh Rd.) from 6-7pm. Please be there at
5.30.
See p. 4
Wednesday 19th February
Clane Local History Group present a talk by
Mario Corrigan on the book , written during
World War Two, by Thomas Bodkin once a
student in Clongowes, “My Uncle Frank his

1st – Pat Kelly, Kathleen O’Riordan, Sonia
Web site: www.clanecommunity.ie
EDITOR’S DEADLINE
The deadline for receipt of material for the
March issue of Le Chéile is
Monday 24th February

To 142 Loughbollard please.
Tel. 045-868474.
E-mail: margaretmcevoy1@eircom.net
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O’Sullivan. 2nd – Una O’Drona, Mary
O’Brien, Rosaleen Duff. 3rd – Pam Ryan,
Martina Harpur, Annie Harpur.

the reader back in time to a County Kildare
now gone from memory.”
The talk takes place on Wednesday 19th
February 2014 in the Clane GAA Club,
Prosperous Road at 8pm. All are welcome
and admission is free.

Our next outing is to Newbridge GC on 8th
March and will be over 18 holes and the
away outing is to Mount Wolseley on
11th/12th April so get your names down
early.

Brendan Cullen

EVERGREENS

Yours in Golf, Martina Harpur – PRO

What a lovely thought to be into Spring as
the depressing darkness of Winter begins to
recede and the brighter days unfold bringing with them new hope. Life and
growth are stirring everywhere. We’ll soon
be seeing golden daffodils all around
“tossing their heads in sprightly dance”, even
crocuses and cerise cyclamen are peeping up
around me. We are into the new year now
well and truly and still looking forward with
renewed hope for a better world. This year is
dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus. The
Poor Clares and Franciscans are celebrating
it since 3rd January.

CLANE LOCAL HISTORY GROUP
Clane local historians have a treat in store
for them with Clane Local History Group’s
February talk by Mario Corrigan on “My
Uncle Frank by Thomas Bodkin, his Clane
connection.” Thomas Bodkin was a student
in Clongowes Wood College from 1901 to
1905 and later in 1927 became Director of
the National Gallery of Ireland. He wrote a
light-hearted memoir in 1941 of his days as a
child spent in the company of his uncle
Frank in Co. Kildare. He set the memoir in a
fictional house, Beauparc, in the fictional
village of Kilcolman, near Newbridge. However, it was in reality Newpark House, near
Kilmeague in Co. Kildare. His uncle, identified in the story as Dr. Frank Mac Mahon,
was in fact, Francis Joseph Mc Donagh,
M.D., Medical Officer for the Kilmeague
and Robertstown District. In 1935 Thomas
Bodkin was appointed the first Director of
the newly founded Barber Institute of the
University of Birmingham. It was while he
was in Birmingham that he wrote “My Uncle
Frank” as a distraction from the devastation
of the war around him. Long out of print,
the book has been republished by Kildare
Library and Arts Services and Kildare County Council. It is a pleasant and engaging
book of good memories of days gone by.
The Clongownian of 1961 described it as “a
delightful book of reminiscences which takes

We Evergreens are starting back on February
4th after our Winter break feeling like rejuvenated teenagers and looking forward to the
year ahead for the various activities and projects. So if anyone of you would like to join
us you will be made very welcome. Beidh
Fáilte romhat.
Clane Musical Society are already planning
for their 3rd annual concert: “Sing into
Spring”, which will be staged in the Westgrove Hotel on February 28th. This, as usual,
will be staged to rave reviews, so good luck
and best wishes to these artistes supreme.

Well done to Mary Dunne and her hard
working inimitable team with their preparations for their 10th annual St. Patrick’s Day
Parade. This as usual is a day of days for
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young and old alike -what with music, song
and dance, there’s just something for all to
enjoy so do come along and have great fun
and craic.

ming you cannot enter for the relay on the
running track nor can you enter as a member
of a football team or any other such team.
We look forward to seeing a good entry on
the day. Please spread the word to any local
residents who may be attending school outside the area. Extra forms will be available
from the Parish Office in the Main Street
and from 142 Loughbollard, Clane (045
868474).

Last but not least, congratulations to the
dynamic John Harrington and the Abbey
Players who performed so well in the Pantomime “Jack and the Beanstalk”. This was
staged in Scoil Phadraig 16th-18th January.
It provided great fun and laughter throughout as the ballet, singing, dancing, comedy
and acting were all superb. On behalf of the
Evergreens I would like to thank the Abbey
Players for our complementary tickets. We
had a great night at this wonderful performance, it really was hilarious. So John when
is your next great show?
Once again we wish Clane Community
Council congratulations and best wishes on
their Ruby Anniversary; you do great work
all the year round. So till next month slán
agus beannacht agus go neirí an tá libh. Beir
bua agus beannacht.

CLANE MUSICAL SOCIETY’s rehearsals
for the 2014 production of Sing into Spring
are progressing steadily. The concert, which
will be staged in The Westgrove Hotel on
Friday 28th February, will include such favourites as Lullaby of Broadway, Putting on
the Ritz and medleys from the Sound of Music, West Side Story and many more. One
highlight is bound to be the Society’s rendition of O Fortuna (better known as the X
Factor signature tune) and another will be a
guest appearance by founder member Des
Marron, who celebrates his 80th birthday
this weekend. We wish you many congratulations Des and many, many happy returns.
Tickets for the concert go on sale shortly in
Marron’s Pharmacy or can be booked by
phoning Anne Noonan at 087 6897376.
There has already been some advance blockbooking, so don’t be disappointed – book
your tickets early.

Maureen Spain, (PRO)

COMMUNITY GAMES SWIMMING
Clane and Rathcoffey Community Games
Committee will be holding their local swimming competitions at Naas Pool on the Caragh Rd. on Saturday 22nd February between 6pm and 7pm. Participants are requested to be present at 5.30pm. Entry forms
will be distributed to the schools in our area
on Monday 10th to be returned by Wednesday 12th.
We are bringing it to the attention of participants that a new National rule forbids entry
in more than one team event. This means
that if you opt for the relay event in swim-

The Society’s 2014 drama production will
be George Bernard Shaw’s “Pygmalion”.
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Auditions took place in the Abbey on the
26th January and were very well attended,
with serious competition for each of the
twelve parts. Results were not to hand at
time of going to print but will be confirmed
in next month’s edition of “Le Ceile”. Rehearsals for this very well known play will
commence as soon as Sing into Spring is
over. “Pygmalion will be staged in The Abbey from the 7th to the 10th May.

Le Chéile readers are reminded that the golf
club is open for new members to join & anyone interested in joining should contact the
Club Secretary, Sean McCann at 085-772
5760, Captain, Aidan Donovan at 087-772
7859 or Eamonn Howlin at 087-121 5396.
Spring League January Results
24th - 26th Jan _ 9-hole Stableford No 4
Winner: Anthony Dunne (22) 26 pts
2nd: J oe Higgins (25) 25 pts
3rd: Br ian Conlon (16) 24 pts. Last 6
17th - 19th Jan _ 9-hole Stableford Winter
League No 3
Class 1 Winner: Aiden O' Neill (19) 24 pts.
Last 6
2nd: Sean Byr ne (17) 24 pts.
Class 2 Winner: J im Mahony (21) 23 pts.
Last 2
2nd: Austin Daly (23) 23 pts. Last 3
10th - 12th Jan _ 9-hole Stable ford
Spring League No 2
Class 1 Winner: Aidan Donovan (13) 24
pts.
2nd: Padr aig Rooney (13) 23 pts. Last 6
Class 2 Winner: Br endan Bean (25) 24
pts. Last 6
2nd: Chr isty Br ogan (21) 24 pts.
3rd -5th Jan _ 9-hole Stableford Spring
League no.1
Winner: Diar muid F Coonan (18) 25 pts.
2nd: Eamonn Howlin (15) 24 pts. Last 3
3rd: J ohn McAndrew (12) 24 pts.
There is a terrific struggle starting in the
Spring League Teams.

Finally we would like to thank everyone who
supported our fund raising bag pack in SuperValu this week-end. To our collectors
and especially to those who contributed – we
are sincerely grateful.
Sadie O’Reilly
PRO – Clane Musical Society

SCHOOL ENROLMENT
Scoil Phádraig & Scoil Bhríde : Enrolment
for Junior Infants, 2014/2015
Dates: Monday, Febr uar y 10th, Tuesday,
February 11th, Wednesday, February 12th
Times: 9.30a.m. – 12noon and 1.30p.m. to
2.30p.m.
Location: Entr ance Lobby
Parents should bring along a copy of
the Child’s Birth Certificate, Baptismal
Certificate (if Baptised outside of the Parish of Clane) and copy of a recent Utility
Bill.

CLANE GOLF CLUB

Michael Cuddihy’s team, with great scores
this week from Joe Higgins & Pa Connolly,
have leap -frogged to the front, and are offering a tough challenge to the trailing teams.

January results.
2014 started with the Spring League which is
run weekly for teams of 4 and also for the
best individual golfer for the duration of this
competition which runs for the months of
January to March.

Spring League Team- Top 4 teams
1.
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M. Cuddihy 1 Pa Connolly

T.

O'Grady J. Higgins 182
J. McAndrew E. Howlin A. Daly J.
Redmond
179
3.
G. Nevin S. Byrne J. Mahony T.
Brennan
176
4.
S. Carew M. Kelleher D.F. Coonan
J. Duffy
174
Forthcoming events:

Delaney, Cribbin Family, Ben c/o Teresa,
Joe Gleeson, Anne Ward, Mick Herbert,
Linda Callan

2.

The senior footballers will be holding a
white collar boxing event on Friday 7th
March with all your favorite players getting
in the ring to fight it out! Another great night
promised. The senior footballers started back
training with Donnacha Hayden as manager
and Eddie McCormack and Mick Hallisey as
selectors, I know it is another few weeks
before competitive games start but this year
is promising to be a successful one for the
club and the support of all teams is pivotal to
that success.

02/03/2014 Sun Captain's( Aidan Donovan)
Drive-in _ Scramble
15/03/2014 Sat First club outing to St. Margaret's Golf Club 12.45.
Eamonn Howlin

CLANE GAA
Firstly, we would like to wish all our members a happy, healthy and successful New
Year and thank you for your continued involvement in the coming year-Membership
is now due, all membership prices can be
asked for behind the bar. Membership Fees,
Full €90, Full Player €100, Student/
Apprentice €70, Social €40, Underage €70,
Tiny Tots (4, 5,6yr olds) €50, Family €140.

2013's AGM was held on Friday 27th of
November in the top bar with a good crowd
attending. The elected officials were

President: Pa Connolly Chairman : John
Cribbin Vice Chairman : Tony O'Grady Secretary: Dave Cahill Assistant Secretary :
Paddy Moore P.R.O: Robbie Dunne Treasurer: Brien 0'Brien Assistant Treasurer: Paddy Naughton Registrar: Marie Woods

There will be a Thorny Rose competition
held in the club on the 22nd Feb. There will
be music on the night and a great night is
promised.

The Camogie AGM was also held on November 21st. The elected officials are as
follows
Chairperson: Shona Nolan Vice chairperson : Deirdre Grace Secretary: Tara Hanks
Juvenile Secretary : Mick Glynn Treasurer:
Christine O'Reilly Registrar: Kate Bruce
CWO: Anne Lynch

The under 14 School team won their North
Leinster A Final on Wednesday against
Scoil Mhuire Mullingar with 5 Clane lads
starting and others on the bench. They have
a very strong team and if you get a chance,
you should keep an eye on the Facebook
page to see when they play next.

Again, we are trying to build a following on
social media sites so if you like us on facebook and follow us on twitter @gaaclane, it
would be a massive help.

The lotto (Jackpot €4,200) was not won in
January and will continue on into next
month. The €25 winners this month were Pat
Deay, Pakie Gafney. Cora Mitehell, Rita
Walsh, Adam Conway, Gerry Scott, Angela

ICA
January diary began on Thursday 16th,
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when the first monthly meeting of 2014 was
held. All were refreshed and relaxed after
extended Christmas break, and anxious to
take on new challenges and projects. We are
very fortunate in having so many multitalented members in the guild, who are volunteering to convert the rest of us. However,
they could be “biting off more than they can
chew”, but full marks for bravery. As far as
mise is concerned, it could prove to be a--Silk Purse/ Sow’s Ear scenario. Who
knows?...with the enthusiasm, good intentions and positive outlook, miracles could
happen.
January can seem a very long,
dreary, dark month, but once again it was
brightened and cheered with the annual
Clane Abbey Players Pantomime.. If you
didn’t see Jack and the Beanstalk [with
twists and turns] and P.J. Sheridan strutting
his stuff, you missed some badly needed
laughter and sparkling talent, from all age
groups. Congratulations to John Harrington
and his team for a wonderful show. Long
may happy days and nights continue.
Hope everyone had a good Christmas and
may 2014 be the best. For information on
ICA, please contact, Hon. Sec., Ailish Sammon, 045-892842 ……pro.. M. O’Connor.

shortly. Valentines tournament will take
place on Sat. 15th. comm. 7.30.p.m
and Tuesday Weekly Social Tennis continues and all new members are very welcome
to join us and see our great facilities. Join
now and avail of our special offer of 2
months membership offer to end March
2015.
Many thanks to all who supported our Bag
Packing Fund raising in Supervalu on Dec
23rd. and special thanks to Alan, Brenda and
all the staff for their assistance.
The Tennis Club and KARE are joining together to improve the entrance and Car Park
area with assistance from TUS and Clane
Tidy Towns. More details next month.
Coaching available. Contact the club any
Tuesday evening or visit our website for all
info and photo gallery . Tel 0872745904.

MILLICENT LADIES GOLF
We had a significant increase in membership
for 2014 and would like to welcome all our
new members. This has really enhanced the
Ladies Club and we are now in a position to
enter teams in both ladies and mixed interclub competitions.

CLANE TENNIS CLUB

Despite the poor weather over the past
month, we have continued to play our weekly competitions.

The club has had plenty of activity since the
start of the year with 3 teams participating in
the Dublin Winter League and a very successful Doubles tournament was held on
11th. Jan. Winner- Dave Patchell.

Results
9 hole S/Ford 4/5/9th Jan
1st Josephine Hutton (24) 21, 2nd Mag
O’Neill (18) 19, 3rd Siobhan Cribbin (30)
19.
9 hole S/Ford 11/12/16th Jan
1st Alicia Kirwan (27) 20. 2nd Karen Heffernan (21) 19. 3rd Mary Cleary (30) 19.
9 hole S/Ford 18/19/23rd Jan

Our thanks to Lady Captain Jo Patchell and
Paula Warner for organising.
A big "Think in" Fun social evening will be
held on Wed. 12th, Feb
Internal Partner Doubles league commences
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1st Carol Tutty (22) 20. 2nd Mary O’Brien
(12) 19. 3rd Ger Cully (29) 17.
Scramble 19th Jan

1st Una O’Drona, Rebecca Grainger,
Maura Higgins, 26.4.

2nd Mary O’Brien, Carol Tutty, Siobhan Cribbin, 26.6

3rd Kay Conlon, Fodhla Glover, Theresa Quirke, 28.6

4th Vivien Bond, Annie Harpur, Geraldine Sweeney, 28.9
It is great to see so many ladies taking part in
the Winter League competition, and it would
be great to see continued support for your
team. The final will be held March 2nd.

to the many other organizations which do
valuable work in the community, the lighting
of the Abbey Tower, the Christmas tree, the
improved lighting within the Abbey and the
Christmas carol singing by Clane Choir. The
achievements in Community Games and
Tidy Towns were also mentioned. The work
done by many individuals and groups, both
within the Community Council and in the
wider community, was acknowledged and
appreciated, particularly the support of our
sponsors.
There were also detailed and comprehensive
reports from the Secretary and Treasurer.
The election of officers for 2014 was as follows:-

Spring is now upon us and with the longer
evenings and brighter weather, we look forward to many more enjoyable days of golf!

Chairman: J ohn Kennedy
Vice-Chairman: J ohn Power
Treasurer: Paul Carr oll
Asst. Treasurer: Anne Noonan
Secretary: Nick Fitzger ald
Asst. Secretary: Des Dr umm
PRO: Tony McEvoy
Asst. PRO: Mar ion Doolan
The focus is now very firmly on the future
and on keeping up the momentum which
has been built up so far in working for and
with the community. This and some practical
tasks, such as some essential roof repairs ,
will keep us busy in the coming year.

Bernie Holligan, P.R.O.

Monday 27th January was a very special day
for Clane Community Council as it was our
40th A.G.M., the Council having been
founded in 1973. It also brought to a conclusion a year of special events to mark the
occasion. The Chairman listed these events
and special undertakings, ranging from the
unveiling of a plaque on the Green by the
President of Muintir na Tíre, the Mayor of
Kildare and the Mayor of Clane Des Marron
on June 23rd., the launch of our special outreach booklet, which also gave recognition

CLANE ST. PATRICK’S DAY

FESTIVAL 2014
Only six weeks to go before we celebrate our
10th Anniversary.
Preparations are now
well underway and plans are being finalised
for the 10th Anniversary of Clane’s St. Patrick’s Day Festival.
The Parade Entry
Form can be downloaded from the website
www.clanefestival.ie or you can pick up a
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form in either McKenna’s Hardware Shop
or Bob and Kate’s Gift Shop, Clane. Get
those entry forms in early!! Closing date for
receipt of Entry Form is Friday 28th February.

cess and for putting up with me during rehearsals .

We are holding a Table Quiz in Manzor's of
Clane on Friday 7th March at 9pm. Table
of 4 costs €40. Your support would be very
much appreciated as all proceeds from this
will help fund the Festival. To book your
table, please contact Kate on 087 8230728.

Message to Men

John Harrington.

CLANE MEN’S SHED
Don’t sit on your skills

Come and share them with Clane Men’s
Shed.
Everybody has something to offer– use
your talent for the benefit of others by
joining the Men’s Shed now.

A special Booklet will be launched shortly
to celebrate this Annual Festival.
The
Book will be available in the local shops.

It is a crime if you have a skill and are not
using it, when there is a need in this community for your knowledge and experience.

Our 2014 can be viewed live on the web this
year so please let all your family and friends
around the world know and tell them to tune
in from 2.30pm. Details will be in next
month’s magazine.

We invite you to share what you have,
from playing chess to footing turf -from
history to cooking.

We are looking for volunteers to help out at
the Parade. Please contact us if you would
like to get involved. For enquiries, please
call 086 0619086.

Call up to Unit 16, Thompson Enterprise
Centre, Clane Business Park. Ring Ted @
087 6876026.

Mary Dunne,

Come and share your spare time with
other men and do a bit of good. Give or
take it doesn’t matter as long as you are
there.

Chairperson

PANTOMIME
On behalf of the Clane Abbey Players Pantomime Group I would like to extend our
thanks to all who supported our show. By
the reaction from the audience they enjoyed
our Pantomime. A special word of thanks
to the Parish Office, to Hughes’, Marron’s, Clancys’ Chemists for selling our
tickets. A special word of thanks to Le
Chéile for all the publicity they gave us and
on my own behalf I would like to thank the
cast of Jack and the Beanstalk for all the
hard work they did to make our show a suc-

Bring biscuits we have tea!!

ST. BRIGID’S TABLE, CHAIR AND
THIMBLE IN CARRIGEEN?
The first documentation of the possible existence of a cromlech (dolmen) at some
stage in the townsland of Carrigeen at Clane
was made by Canon Sherlock in Volume I,
No.1 of the Journal of the County Kildare
Archaeological Society (JCKAS) in 1891.
This mention was made in an article which
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he wrote under the title “Notes on the Parish
of Clane”. The reference was by way of a
short paragraph on p. 27 as follows:-

also be given: :“There are entries in the years 1827, 1828,
1829, and 1830, to the effect that the churchwardens were sworn before the Vicar to execute the duties of their office faithfully in
respect of the parochial rates and assessment, and the collection and management of
the same. And in 1829 it is recorded that the
churchwardens came before the curate of
the parish and swore upon the Holy Evangelists to the accuracy of their accounts. I do
not know when this custom was discontinued. It does not seem to have been very effectual, for the oath was taken many times by
Abraham Tyrrell who, for a long succession
of years, had been not only churchwarden,
but contractor, having a finger in every parochial pie, including the erection of the
short-lived spire. It was this same Abraham
Tyrrell who, having a contract for repairing
the road, sacrilegiously broke up St. Brigid’s
Chair and Thimble, as recorded by me in a
previous paper. Between 1810 and 1823
£1,687 3s. 8d. had been paid to Mr. Tyrrell
for repairs and improvements to the
church.”

“There are few ancient remains in this district. Some forty or fifty years ago there existed what was called St. Brigid’s chair and
thimble beside a stone said to bear the imprints of her feet, a little way above the head
of the millrace at Clane, where there is now
a disused quarry; but the stones were quarried a generation ago. I imagine from the
description that it may have been an old
cromlech. The well which sprung beside the
chair, and was known as St. Brigid’s well,
still sends a tiny flow to the river.”
The article was given a public reading by
Canon Sherlock at Naas Town Hall on 27th
January 1892. The topic was raised again by
Sherlock in Volume III, No.4, in 1901. He
was still Editor of the Journal and he raised
the issue under “Notes”, p. 269:“---a few years ago a man living about a
quarter of a mile above Clane, on the north
side of the river, and close to the spot where
the ancient ford crossed the Liffey, pointed
out a spring of water, which he said was
called ‘St. Brigid’s Well’. He also said that
some forty or fifty years ago there were two
curious stones standing near the well, the
larger of which was called ‘St. Brigid’s
Chair’, and the other ‘St. Brigid’s Thimble’.
These stones, situated near an outcrop of
limestone rock which was quarried for roadmaking, were, he said, both broken up to
mend roads with by a man named Tyrrell,
who never had any luck afterwards.---“

The Ordinance Survey maps covering the
period 1837-1871 show symbols which may
be interpreted as denoting St. Brigid’s Well
and the “cromlech” (both no longer in existence). Neither symbol is given an identification. The symbol taken as denoting the well,
a minute circle, is frequently used in this
way. They are about 45feet apart and the
well is in turn about 45 feet back from where
the lane, which originally ran all the way to
the weir, is now terminated at a gate. Even
more interestingly the symbol which I am
taking as likely to be the “cromlech” is also
shown on Taylor’s map of 1783, again without identification. See attached maps.

To be comprehensive regarding references
by Canon Sherlock to this archaeological
feature the following quotation from Volume
4, No. 1, page 42 of JCKAS 1903 should
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In 1980 I happened to be talking to the late
Joe and Mona Noonan in their home on the
Millicent Road. I made some reference to the
stones which Cannon Sherlock had referred
to as St. Brigid’s Table and Thimble, lamenting the fact that they had been demolished
over a hundred years ago, as mentioned by
the Canon in his article. To my astonishment, both Joe and Mona assured me that
this information was not correct and that the
stones had been present up until just a few
years ago when the County Council had bulldozed them into the quarry when finally
closing off what had been the County Dump
for a number of years. Mona was most persuasive in her accounts of how she and other
girls from the locality used in their
schooldays sit in St. Brigid’s Chair and play
a game of doing their sewing at the Table
and Thimble. Mona described the Chair as
having a back to it. From the Chair you
could reach down to the Table which was a
large altar-like stone on the ground and covered with moss. She referred to the stones as
the “cárraigíns” with the correct Irish pronunciation of the initial á while she used the
Anglicised pronunciation when speaking of
the Townsland of Carrigeen. My curiosity
was such that Joe undertook to walk up to
the site with me and show me where it was.

in their childhood. They couldn’t believe it
that the stones were gone. They were fully
confident that they would be able to show
them to me.

It would take Sherlock Homes to solve this
one. Cannon Sherlock’s account of how a
local man had “pointed out” the location is
very convincing and the accusations made
against Abraham Tyrrell are very specific
and very telling. The Ordinance Survey also
stopped including the site after 1871. The
Cannon also was a man who did his researches very thoroughly and a man of huge
motivation and information. Likewise the
local girls were very much drawn by these
ancient relics and the traditions associated
with them. While not ruling out the possibility that the stones did somehow survive up
until the 1970s it may be that locals had such
value on them that they had them replaced at
some stage from the quarry. Another solution might be that the originals had been
caused to disappear by covering them over
with soil for a period or that they might have
been moved aside and later restored. We will
never know but at least it is some consolation to be able to locate them on the older
maps.
The Ordinance Survey map of 1838 (see
next page) indicates a feature which may be
interpreted as the Cromlech close to a symbol which may be interpreted as St. Brigid’s
Well. These are in the exact locations as
pointed out by locals in 1980.

Joe pointed out a location which slightly
puzzled me. It was at the side of the lane at
the entrance into the Quarry but tight over to
the left by the gateway with a bank of earth
behind it. A few months later one of the Harrington girls was home from England and
she and her sister, who lived in Prosperous,
sent word to me that they would point out
the location according to their memory of it.
This turned out to be exactly where I later
found it to be shown on the old maps. They
too had played the same games as Mona had

It might be considered odd that Archdeacon
Sherlock did not make reference to this but
the updated map of 1871 and all maps since
do not include this symbol. The 1871 map
would have been the current one in his day.
The supportive evidence from Taylor’s Map
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of 1783 provides confirmation.
*A dolmen is a type of single-chamber megalithic tomb, usually consisting of three or
more upright stones supporting a large flat
horizontal capstone (table). Most date from
the early Neolithic period (4000 - 3000 BC).

Right: Taylor’s Map, 1783
The site of the Cromlech is represented by
an oval immediately north of the Qr in the
red box.

Below: O.S. Map of 1838 (expanded)
The Cromlech site is represented by the
large circle in the bottom-left of the red box.
St Brigid’s Well is represented by the small
circle in the top-right of the red box.
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