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                  EDITORIAL                     

                         

Good community spirit, respect for the 
rights and sensitivities of others, and respect 
for the environment have been recognised 
characteristics of life in Clane over many 
years. It could be observed in many ways. 
These would include the way people pulled 
together to campaign for and funded the 
building of three new schools, facilities such 
as have been provided by the GAA, the Ten-
nis Club, the Soccer and Rugby Clubs, the 
Evergreens, the Scouts, the Youth Club, 
Clane Community Council, Clane Local 
Development, now known as Clane Project 
Centre, the I.C.A., the Musical Society, the 
St. Patrickôs Day Committee and many oth-
ers. If you include the Abbey re-roofing, the 
well maintained parks and open spaces, the 
Christmas lights, the Enterprise Centre,  the 
Tidy Towns, the Community Games, the 
well kept estates and so on, it gives a meas-
ure of the involvement of new residents and 
old, and people of all ages.               

There have been pranks, Halloween excess-
es, some loitering, but you have to make 
allowances for growing up. Some recent 
developments however are worrying. On 8th 
December the Christmas Tree was stolen 
from the Village Green and cost ú160 to 
replace. The signage for the Goal Mile  -
produced at great expense over many years-  
disappeared.  It behoves us as a community 
to keep an eye on such happenings, includ-
ing the likes of graffiti, and report any such 
antisocial behaviour to the Gardai.  

 

This edition of Le Ch®ile marks 43 years of 
the publication of a local magazine by the 
Community, having commenced in January 
1974. It takes a little extra effort to make the 
deadline over Christmas and we would en-
courage contributors to keep it up. 

 

We wish everyone a happy, healthy and suc-
cessful New Year and we encourage support  
of the many commendable and ambitious 
programmes outlined for the coming year.  

        CALENDAR   

               
Sunday 8th January                                       
Clane Musical & Dramatic Society will be 
commencing rehearsals for their 2017 musi-
cal 'Carousel' on 8th January 2017 - and are 
looking for new members who would like to 
geti nvolved!                                                       
 All comers (members past and pre-
sent and anyone who is in anyway interested 
in learning about our next musical produc-
tion) are welcome to come to the Abbey 
from 3pm on Sunday 8th January to learn all 
about it from our production team: Director 
Sadie OôReilly, Musical Director Mick Fay 
and Choreographer Gr§inne Jones.    
Wednesday 18th January                                      
Clane Local History Group will present a 
talk by group member, Brendan Cullen, enti-
tled ñThe High Crosses of Monasterboice, 
County Louth  -a description and interpreta-
tion of the scripture panelsò at 8pm in the 
GAA Club, Prosperous Road, Clane.              
Admission is free and all are welcome   
Monday 23rd January                                 
Annual General Meeting of Clane Commu-
nity Council in the Abbey Community Cen-
tre at 8pm.                                                     
Saturday 28th January                                  
Clane & Rathcoffey Community Games 
Swimming Competitions will be held at the 
K Leisure Swimming Pool in Naas. Assem-
bly at 5pm.     

 

 

95L¢hwΩ{ 59!5[Lb9 

The deadline for receipt of material for the  
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ  issue of Le Chéile is   

aƻƴŘŀȅ ноǊŘ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ                       

To 142 Loughbollard please.  

Tel. 045-868474.   

E-mail: ƳŀǊƎŀǊŜǘƳŎŜǾƻȅмϪŜƛǊŎƻƳΦƴŜǘ 

Web site: ǿǿǿΦŎƭŀƴŜŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦƛŜ 



3 

 

THE EVERGREENS 

Yes, we are over Christmas once more and 
ready to embrace another New Year, which 
brings with it  new beginnings and possi-
bilities with fresh hopes and plans. New 
Year, new Life; itôs a celebration of what is 
new in  life and of finding new life in the 
old. The Papal intention coincides with the 
Week of Prayer for Christian unity from 
the 18th 25th January   -the theme for the 
Week of Prayer in January is 
ñReconciliationò. This is a time for New 
Year resolutions. I suppose we could make 
a few; they neednôt be dramatic, but never-
theless hard to keep, sure I suppose failure 
is part of the human condition, isnôt it?                                        
 First of all we Evergreens would 
like to thank Fr. Denis for celebrating holy 
Mass for deceased members of the Ever-
greens on 30th November. Two recently 
deceased members were specially remem-
bered  -  they being John Noonan and 
Frank Killaly, R.I.P., who were two won-
derful gentlemen and were such a sad loss.  
 We would like to thank the I.C.A. 
for the wonderful day they gave to all sen-
ior citizens of Clane on 11th December. 
The dinner and entertainment were both 
excellent. These hard-working ladies do 
such a great service every year. We are all 
so grateful for your kindness and generosi-
ty.        
 We would like to thank the Matron 
and Staff of Hazel Hall for the nice dinner 
and entertainment they gave us on the 
evening of 6th December. We all enjoyed 
the afternoon very much.                           

 We had our annual dinner party 
once again in the Westgrove Hotel which, 
as usual, was a great success. Thanks to the 
Westgrove the dinner was superb. Enter-
tainment was provided by Richie Hayden, 
who had us all on the floor dancing the 
night away. P.J., as usual, played the role 
of Santa and had a present for each one of 
us. We also enjoyed Betty Duffy and Eva 
Halligan, who gave us some lovely rendi-
tions of many songs. After a great night we 
wished each other Christmas wishes and 

came home happy. Go mbeirim²d beo ag 
an §m seo ar²s le c¼namh D® .                     
Our annual draw has taken place and 
thanks to all those who sold and bought 
lines. The lucky prize winners were                                              
 First Prize-  Bridie Ryan  - a beauty
 ful hand-made rug.                           
 Second Prize- ú100 to Eva Hallifan.  
 Third Prize- ú75 to Laura Duffy. 
 Fourth Prize- ú50 to Pat Ryan. 

 Last, but not least, we Evergreens want to 
thank CMDS for their complementary tick-
ets for their first Pantomime, ñSnow White 
and the Seven Dwarfsò, which needless to 
say brought a packed house and rave re-
views. Well done once again CMDS and 
good luck for your next musical  
ñCarouselò, which will be staged next may  
-one of the most beautiful of musicals. So 
this too is something to look forward to 
from these most talented of artistes.                 
 The 14th December was a quintes-
sential Shopping Day for Christmas, which 
was to Newry this year for a change, and of 
course all came home laden with bags of 
shopping bargains. Thanks to P.J., who 
drove us there and back. Once again we are 
so grateful to all those kind people who 
helped us in any way throughout the year, 
both financially and otherwise. We would 
like to thank Francis Marron, Staff and 
Fifth Year Students for their help and kind-
ness to us in Clongowes each Tuesday. 
Thanks too to lovely Fiona, who imparts 
great knowledge of  Art to all the artists 
each Tuesday. We are grateful to all of you 
for your continued help and kindness.          
 So sl§n agus blain n¼a f® sh®an is f® 
mhaise dh²bh go l®ir and may the light of 
Jesus lead us forward in hope. May the 
new year be a happy and healthy one too 
for us all. 

Maureen Spain (PRO)     
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CLANE  ST.  PATRICK'S  DAY  

 FESTIVAL,  2017 

Entry Form now available on 

www.clanefestival.ie to download.     Entry  

Forms also available in Bob and Kates Gift 

Shop,Clane.                                                        

  

2017 FESTIVAL AGENDA: ALL WEL-

COME 

Friday 10th March - Table Quiz ï 9pm 

Manzorôs ú40 for a table of 4 

Saturday 11th March - Open Day, Craft 

Workshop - Florence & Milly -     

Adults & Children of all ages welcome. 

Workshop - 3pm - TechCreate 

All ages & adults welcome 

Sunday 12th March - ñA Little Bit of 

Claneò 12pm to 6pm The Westgrove  

Hotel 

A showcase of whatôs on offer in Clane  - If 

you want to get involved  

and promote your business, please contact 

us now to book a table. 

Monday 13th March - Information Even-

ing - 8pm Clane GAA 

Tuesday 14th March -  Book Reading - 

7pm The Westgrove Hotel 

Wednesday 15th March -Bookmark 

Workshop & Story Time for ages 7yrs to 10  

yrs 

3pm to 4pm The Library, Clane 

Workshopð3pm TechCreate, all ages & 

adults welcome 

Friday 17th March Parade 3pm! 

Saturday 18th March - Awards Night - 

The Westgrove Hotel 

Check out www.clanefestival.ie or email us 

for more information. 

 

MaryDunne, 

Chairperson 

 

 

CLANE GOLF CLUB 

 

2nd - 4th December 9-hole Stableford  
Week No. 10 

Winner Eamonn Howlin (21) 26 pts 

2nd        Kavin Doyle (30) 25 pts Last 6 

3rd          Dec Mahony (23) Last 6 

 

9th  -  11th December 9-hole Stableford    

Week No. 11 

Winner John Duffy (37)  27 pts 

2nd       Paul Morrissey (25)  25 pts Last 1 

3rd        Michael Gately (19) 25 pts Last 6 

 

16th -  18th December 9 hole Stableford 

Week No. 12 

Class 1 (All) Win. Ml. Cuddihy (21) 29pts 

                         2nd  Tim Moran (30) 26pts 

Class 2          Win  T. OôGrady  (31) 27pts 

(Non Prize    2nd  D. OôBrien    (28) 24pts 

 

Winners 

SINGLE WINNERS 

1st Michael Kelleher 47 pts 

2nd Paul Morrissey  36 pts 

3rd  Tony OôGrady  35 pts 

TEAM WINNERS 

1st  T. Carew, T. OôGrady, J. Mahony      
496 pts. 

2nd  M. Connolly, M. Kelleher, j. Craugh-
well  494 pts. 

3rd  B. Conlon, A. Dunne, T. Moran    462 
pts 

The following officers & Committee were 

elected at our 2016 AGM: 

http://www.clanefestival.ie/
http://www.clanefestival.ie/


5 

 

2017 Club Officials & Committee: 

President           -        Diarmuid F.Coonan 

Captain               -      John McAndrew 

Vice-Captain      -      William Lacey 

Ex-Officio           -     Michael Connolly 

Hon. Secretary  -       Eamonn Howlin 

Hon. Treasurer  -       Fintan Connolly 

Handicap/Competitions 

Secretary            -      Seamus Carew 

Committee: 

Maurice Byrne, Tom Bryan, Jim 

Craughwell, Aidan Donovan, Paul      

Morrissey, Daire OôBroin, Sean McCann 

Congratulations to our member, 

James Malone, who won the first prize for 

Driving Instructor of the Year sponsored 

by RSA. 

Spring League starts on 6th January, 

entry sheet is on the Notice Board. If your 

name is not yet on it, please enter before 

4th January when the draw will be made or 

contact Seamus Carew. 

Interested in becoming a member of 

Clane Golf Club, please see our website- 

www.clanegolf club.ie or contact Hon. 

Secretary- Eamonn Howlin at 087-1215 

396. 

CLANE LOCAL HISTORY 
GROUP 

Clane Local History Group will present a 
talk by group member, Brendan Cullen, 
entitled ñThe High Crosses of Monas-
terboice, County Louth  -a description and 
interpretation of the scripture panelsò on 
Wednesday 18th January at 8pm in the 
GAA Club, Prosperous Road, Clane. 

Admission is free and all are welcome. 

Clane Musical & Dramatic Society will be 
commencing rehearsals for their 2017 
musical 'Carousel' on 8th January 2017 - 
and are looking for new members who 
would like to get involved! 

Carousel is a Rogers & Hammerstein Mu-
sical based on Ferenc Molnar's play 
'Liliom', which was named by Times mag-
azine as the best musical of the twentieth 
century.  

All comers (members past and present and 
anyone who is in anyway interested in 
learning about our next musical produc-
tion) are welcome to come to the Abbey 
from 3pm on Sunday 8th January to learn 
all about it from our production team: 
Director Sadie OôReilly, Musical Director 
Mick Fay and Choreographer Gr§inne 
Jones. 

The show will be staged from Monday 1st 
May until Saturday 6th May. For further 
information, please email clanemusicalso-
ciety@gmail.com  

Hope to see you there for the kick off of 
this exciting production! 

 

 

 

http://www.clanegolf
mailto:clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com
mailto:clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com
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CLANE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 

CLAONADH AWARD 2016 

Congratulations to Susan Galbraith who 
was presented with the Community Coun-
cilôs annual award for voluntary contribu-

tions to community life in our area. The 
presentation was made at the Annual 
Switching on of the Lights Ceremony at the 
Christmas Tree on the Village Green and on 
the Abbey Community Centre. 

In making the presentation the Chairman 
Des Drumm drew the attention of the as-
sembly to Susanôs record of conducting the 
annual swimming competition for the Clane 
and Rathcoffey Area at Naas Pool over the 
past twenty five years.. This is a very de-
manding task as a large entry has to be effi-
ciently put through their paces in seven age 
categories and five different styles. He also 
drew attention to Susanôs involvement in 
Scout leadership. The audience was very 
appreciative of the presentation and of Su-
sanôs record of contributions. 

Annual General Meeting            

The Annual General Meeting of Clane 
Community Council  will be held in the 
Abbey Community Centre at 8pm on Mon-
day 23rd January. This will  be our 44th, the 
first Community Council having been set up 
in 1973.  As is usual all are welcome. 

Clane & Rathcoffey Community Games  

Due to changes at National level and the 
fact that National Finals will not be held in 
Athlone this year, the County Finals of 
swimming have to be concluded in March. 
In order to be ready for this  the local com-
petitions have to be concluded by the end of 
January. 

Naas Pool has been booked for the Clane 
and Rathcoffey Competition for 5pm on 
Saturday 28th January.  Entry forms for 
those wishing to take part will be distributed 
to the four schools in our area at the begin-
ning of that week (Monday 23rd January). 
Some extra forms for those living within the 
prescribed area but attending school outside 
will be available from the Parish Shop in 
Main Street, Clane, or from Tony McEvoy 
of 142 Loughbollard, Clane, phone 045 
868474. 

This is an opportunity for intending partici-
pants to get in some practice. 

 

ARCHIVE                                       

The following snippet of archived material 
was accidently come across.   

ñ5ǳōƭƛƴ aŜǊŎǳǊȅ  нн !ǇǊ-нс !ǇǊ мтсс 

Mr William Tone of Blackhall in the County 

of Kildare, an eminent farmer, was killed by 

a fall from a stack of wheat ά 
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.ȅ {ŜŀƳǳǎ /ǳƭƭŜƴ 

 

LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ 

A primitive form of religion called druid-
ism was practiced in Ireland before the 
coming of Christianity and considerable 
detail of the form practiced in the Clane – 
Rathcoffey area survives. Druidism is an 
ancient Celtic religion in which the forces 
of nature were worshiped and the priests 
were also prophets and poets. Certain 
festivals and customs from this religion 
continued following the coming of Christi-
anity and actually survives to the present 
time. 

hũŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ DƻŘǎΦ 

Various Gods and Goddess were wor-
shiped and numerous sites associated 
with this religious activity survive in the 
countryside with a small number in the 
Clane – Rathcoffey area.  One of the best 
known relics associated with the pre-
Christian religion is the Bullaun stone 
which is situated on the bank of the 

Butterstream, nearly opposite the ruins of 
the Franciscan Abbey Cemetery in Clane. 
It is a large almost flat boulder with a 
carved out area in the middle that is 
shaped like a bowl. There are many such 
examples surviving in Ireland and it has 
been established that they were used in 
pagan worship with milk or meal being 
deposited in the bowl and offered to the 
Gods. People in Clane call it the wart 
stone, and in the nineteenth century local 
people indicated that Ψyou have never 
been in Clane unless you have sat upon 
itΩΦ This reference may have survived from 
the early Christian period and could refer 
to the bullaun stone having been used in 
some rite of initiation in pagan times, 
perhaps even for baptisms in Christian times. 
(1)  

 

            Figure 1  The Bullaun Stone 

/ǊƻƳƭŜŎƘ όнύ 

One of the most important Goddess in 
pagan Ireland was the Goddess Bridgid.(3) 
Many of the sites attributed to this god-
dess were taken over by the early Chris-
tian missionaries and subsequently be-
came associated with St Bridget the pa-
tron saint of Kildare. One particular site 
associated with the goddess Bridgid  is in  

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ м ƻŦ 

ǘƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ 

ōȅ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǘŜŀƳ ŀƴŘ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ 5ŜŎΦ нлммΦ 

! ŦŜǿ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǝƭƭ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ 

{ƘƻǇΦ hǘƘŜǊ ǎŜŎǝƻƴǎ Ƴŀȅ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǝƳŜ 

ǘƻ ǝƳŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎǊŀǘŜπ

Ŧǳƭ ǘƻ {ŜŀƳǳǎ /ǳƭƭŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎΦ  
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the townland of Carrigeen close to the 
Liffey. Up to the late муплΩs there existed 
on this site at least three stones;  the larger 
was called St BridgetΩs Chair; the other St 
BridgetΩs Thimble and the third stone was 
said to bear the imprints of her feet. The 
site was situated in a quarry and the stones 
were taken away with other stones from 
the quarry for road repairing. The detail 
which is described by Canon Sherlock in his 
writings bears all the hall marks of three 
surviving stones of a stone circle better 
known in archaeological terms as a crom-
lech.  A spring which had sprung beside the  
stone called St BridgetΩs Chair, was known 
as St BridgetΩs Well, and the stream from it 
flowed to the nearby Liffey. (4) The majority 
of  stone circles measures around 25 me-
ters in diameter, they display no evidence 
of human dwelling, and rarely encompass 
graves. This suggests that they were con-
structed for ceremonies and were in use for 
ceremonial occasions only. It is unknown 
what type of ceremonies were practiced. 
However, the fact that the Carrigeen site is 
named after St Bridget, would suggest that 
in the pre Christian era it had was linked to 
a religious ceremony connected with the 
Goddess Bridgid. 

  

Figure 2  Map showing St. BridgetΩs Well. 

 {ǘ .ǊƛŘƎŜǘΩǎ ²Ŝƭƭ 

In Capdoo Commons there is another 
BridgetΩs Well which may also have connec-
tions to pre-Christian worship to the  god-
dess Bridgid.(5) An ancient road leading from 
the Ballinagappa Road to Firmount Cross 
which is known today as ΨNancys LaneΩ was 
originally known as ΨBoher na BridΩ which, 
translates as BridgetΩs road.  This may well 
be an ancient road leading to or from the 
Holy Well. (6) 

{ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ²Ŝƭƭ 

In the townland of Moat Commons, not far 
from the bullaun stone, close to Alexandra 
Bridge and adjacent to the Moat is the site 
of Sundays Well which is also known as St 
Patricks Well.(7) Traditionally the holy wells 
in Ireland known as ΨSundayΩs WellsΩ  are 
associated with St Patrick. It is known that 
Patrick and other early Christian missionar-
ies took over springs that were associated 
with the pre Christian religion and gave 
them a Christian meaning. Accounts of St 
PatrickΩs travels indicate that he stayed in 
Dunmurrighill close to Donadea and also 
travelled to Naas the site of the King of 
Leinster. The ancient road between those 
two sites crossed the Liffey at the Ford of 
Clane so it is likely that St Patrick visited the 
site and blessed the water. In this way the 
well was given a Christian meaning and 
became a holy well. There is also a tradition 
that St. Patrick at the time used the waters 
of the well to baptise his converts from the 
Clane area. (8)                                                                      
 Subsequently, a pattern began to be 
held at the well and a continuation of reli-
gious association at the site continued. In 
the муслΩs bushes in the area close to the 
well were covered with offerings and a 
vague tradition from the period connected 
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it with St Patrick.(9) Dr Commerford writing 
in 1884 indicated that a  pattern and sta-
tions used to be held at it within the 
memory of some still living. It is likely that 
this was held on St PatrickΩs day. Subse-
quently, the pattern was revived and de-
tails survive from 1917 of a well-attended 
pilgrimage to the well which was led by 
the curate Fr M.C. Kelly. (10)  

CƛƎǳǊŜ оΣ h{ aŀǇ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ ²Ŝƭƭ 

CƛƎǳǊŜ пΣ tƘƻǘƻ ƻŦ  {ǳƴŘŀȅǎ ²ŜƭƭΦ 

The Moat beside the well which is in the 
townland of Carrigeen is said to be the 
burial mound of a pre-historic Leinster 
King Mesgegra and may also have had a 
pagan religious significance.  Research has 
also shown that other tumulus such as 
Queen BuanΩs Moat at Mainham and the 

Tumulus at Firmount were also sites of 
religious veneration in the pre-Christian 
period.  

wƛƴƎ .ŀǊǊƻǿ ŀǘ wŀƘŜŜƴ 

The site of a ring barrow which is a prehis-
toric burial site is situated in the townland 
of Old Raheen close to Rathcoffey Hill. 
The over-ground detail of this monument 
was visible until the early 1960s. The 
earthworks of the ring barrow consisted 
of at least two enclosing ditches circular 
in shape. The importance of the site came 
to light when an areal photograph from 
1967 revealed a crop mark that according 
to archaeologists consisted of a pre-
historic burial site. The central area of the 
Barrow was used for cremated burials in 
the Bronze and early Iron age. It is as-
sumed that the circular earthworks were 
not constructed for the purpose of  de-
fence but its function  was mainly associ-
ated with keeping evil sprits within the 
burial area. This site also had a religious 
ceremonial connection and may have 
been an important pre-Christian religious 
centre close to the Sligh Mor one of the 
principal roads in the Country in the early 
Christian period. 

 
/ŜƭǝŎ ŦŜǎǝǾŀƭǎ 

All of the four principal pre-Christian festi-
vals, Imbolc, Beltaine, Lughnasad and 
Samhain would have been celebrated in 
the local area together with the four  less-
er important festivals. A Christian reli-
gious form of many of these festivals sur-
vives to recent times. 

aŀȅ 5ŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴǎ 

The great pre-Christian Beltaine festival 
was held on 1 May to celebrate the com-
ing of Summer. One feature of the cele-
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bration involved the cutting of a whitethorn 
bush in bloom and erecting it at the begin-
ning of the festival. The bush would be dec-
orated and the purpose behind this was to 
ward off evil and bring good luck. Following 
the coming of Christianity the practice was 
given a Christian meaning and became as-
sociated with honouring the Virgin Mary. 
The month of May is often referred to as 
ΨMaryΩs monthΩ in many Christian cultures 
and widespread popular devotion to her is 
practiced particularly in Ireland. Traditional 
May day celebrations in Ireland usually took 
the form of erecting ΨMay BushesΩ mainly in 
gardens and farmyards. This practice was 
very popular in the Clane - Rathcoffey area 
until the 1960s. The May Bushes were dec-
orated with flowers, ribbons, garlands and 
even coloured egg shells. Children would 
also pick May flowers in Mary's honour and 
use them to decorate small shrines or al-
tars.  

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ {ƻƭǎǝŎŜǎ  

 One of the lesser festivals that survived in 
its Christian form in the Clane – Rathcoffey 
area until recent times was the summer 
solstices celebration. Thmidsummer Sol-
stice was known as ΨlithaΩ which means a 
stopping or standing still of the sun.  The 
festival was celebrated with bonfires that 
were lit on hill tops such as Rathcoffey Hill 
and the Hill at Millicent and they were kept 
burning throughout the festivals which 
would last for three days. The religious ele-
ment would take the form of offerings that 
were made to Manannán mac Lir and his 
goddess wife Áine. Also young couples 
would jump through the flames believing 
that their crops would grow as high as they 
could jump. In addition to the religious ele-
ment; there were feasting, music and danc-
ing. The May bush from the previous Bel-
tain festival was burned in thefire.                                                         
 With the coming of Christianity the 

festival became incorporated into the Chris-
tian feast day commemorating the birthday 
of St John the Baptist on the 23 June. Tradi-
tionally in Ireland the eve of St JohnΩs feast 
day was known as Bonfire night. Up to the 
мутлΩs a number of annual Bonfires festi-
vals would be held on  St JohnΩs eve in the 
Clane area, one site was on the banks of 
the Butterstream close to the Village; 
Firmount Crossroads was another  site and 
a third site was near the gate of Castlesize. 
There was a carnival atmosphere at the 
festival with music, singing, dancing and the 
consumption of alcohol. Canon Sherlock at 
the time described the festival as 
Ψsuperstitions and connected with Baal or 
Sun-WorshipΩΦ No records survive of nine-
teenth century St JohnΩs Eve bonfires in the 
Rathcoffey area. However, the practice was 
restored to the locality, mainly through the 
efforts  residents who moved to the area 
from the west of Ireland in the 1940s where 
the tradition had survived. The restored 
bonfire festival was held at Baltracey Cross 
and this practice continued for a number of 
years before dying out.  The event was 
briefly revived in the мфтлΩs, with the enter-
tainment consisting mainly of traditional 
music.            

 

wŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎ 

1. Journal of the Kildare Archaeological Society, 

Vol. 1, p. 27. 

2. A cromlech is a group of prehistoric standing 

stones or an ancient  burial chamber and 

dates from the Neolithic or early Bronze age.                                

3. In this chapter the spelling ΨBridgidΩ is used to 

refer to the goddess of that name while the 

spelling ΨBridgetΩ refers to the saint of that 

name. 

4. See articles by Archdeacon Sherlock in JKAS 

Vol 1, Vol iii, Vol. Iv. 
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5. See Sites and MonumentsΩ Record of Coun-

ty Kildare, Sheet 14.  

6. JKAS, Vol. III, p. 269; NancyΩs Lane is a 

public right of way linking the  Ballinagappa 

Road with the Firmount-Loughanure Road.                            

7. JKAS, Vol. 1, p. 27.                                                                                         

8. Rev. Michael Comerford, Collections Re-

lating to the Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin 

Vol. II (Dublin 1883), p.102.      

9. JKAS, Vol., III, p. 109.                                                                              

10. Leinster Leader, 15th June 1918. 1917          

11. In the мфтлΩs following disturbance of soil 

at the mound evidence of a  smaller tumu-

lus within the mound was identified, de-

tails of this have been published by Tony 

McEvoy in n Le Chéile. Get March 2014 on 

line at clanecommunity.ie  

12. Archaeological Survey of Ireland, National 

Monuments   Archive, KDO 10-015.                                                                      

13. Patrick Logan, Holy Wells of Ireland, pp 39-

40 .                           

14. JKAS, Vol. IV, p. 38.                                                                     

15. I am grateful for details of this event from 

Joe Noonan,  who attended the annual 

event.                                                                                              
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