lambs. An approach to him was like making
an offering to some of the characters coming
up before our present day Tribunals.

CLANE AND RATHCOFFEY
COMMUNITY GAMES

At the Annual General Meeting of the
County Kildare Community Games Commit-
tee held in Sarsfield GAA Club on 18th Oc-
tober it was stated that because the coming
year would be the 50th Anniversary of Com-
munity Games a number of National Finals
in the case of special events, including
Swimming, Cross Country and MDR, GAA,
Soccer and Rugby, Quiz, etc. would be held
at The National Sports Campus in Dublin
and that Finals Week-end One would be on
6th May.

Because of the fact that the corre-
sponding County Finals would be even earli-
er (probably March) it would be necessary
for us at local level to have our competitions
in February. We will be booking the Pool
accordingly. Dates will be confirmed in Jan-
uary. The message is therefore -that it is
time to be thinking of practicing for the event
(s) you are interested in and making long
term arrangements now. Keep watching this
space!

Clane & Rathcoffey entered Commu-
nity Games for the first time in 1974, win-
ning 3 Gold, 7 Silver and 1 Bronze in the
County Games. That means we will be par-
ticipating for the 43rd time in the coming
year. Congratulations to our Chairperson
Martina Healy who became involved with
Kildare Town a bit ahead of coming to Clane
and who has been chosen to represent the
County in the up-coming celebrations as the
person with the longest involvement in the
organization of Community Games in Coun-
ty Kildare!

le Chaeale

Community Magazine

November 2016 No. 349
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EDITORIAL

The Draft Clane Local Area Plan 2017-2023
is currently on display to the public. It went
on display on Tuesday 27th September and
members of the public have until 5pm on
Wednesday 9th November to make submis-
sions to Kildare County Council on any
aspect of the Draft Plan. It can be viewed at
http:// kildare.ie/ County Council/Planning/
Development Plans/Local Area Plans, at
Kildare County Council Offices or at Clane
Library.

A number of things in the proposed
2017-2023 Plan are to be welcomed The
Open Space and Amenity zoning [coded
green F2] makes good use of flood-prone
lands by the Liffey with possibilities for the
extension of riverside walking routes. How-
ever a good case could be made for keeping
the town boundary to the natural boundary
of the Liffey itself and not extending it
across the river. The important thing is that
the far side of the river continues in agricul-
tural use and is not used for any form of ur-
ban development.

Another encouraging aspect to the
proposed Plan is the way it draws a sharp
limit against any further extensions to re-
zoning on all sides of the town and on all 6
approach roads.

It is very encouraging to see the en-
tire area behind the 3 School sites, extended
back to Nancy's Lane by taking in an area
where 4 story apartment blocks had been
approved [but thankfully not built]. It is now
dedicated Community and Institutional,
matching the sites of the three schools. It is a
great pity that the flood prone area to the
north-west of Loughbollard Estate and like-
wise situated within Loughbollard Towns-
land alongside the Kilcock Road, where
Bord Pleandla (PL09.232644) rejected a
proposed development of 87 houses on
drainage grounds, could not have been treat-
ed similarly, but the opportunity still exists.

On the down side, there is an area of
New Residential [C] proposed to the south-

east of Brooklands Estate on the Dublin
Road. This is at the centre of an area where
there has been a long tradition of river-
related serious flooding, both before the con-
struction of the dam at Poolaphuca and
since.

To the east of the area just mentioned
and tying in with it and a section of the river-
side Strategic Open Space, already men-
tioned, is an area referred to as Strategic
Reserve [SR]. All lie within an area of ap-
proximately a square mile which went under
water on Dec. 8th 1954 when the flooding
extended past the Dublin Road back to the
Capdoo Lane and was up to 10 feet deep in
places.

CALENDAR

Sunday 6th November

1 Cemetery Sunday Blessing of Graves
in Abbey Cemetery at 12.30pm.

1 Mass in Mainham Cemetery at 3pm.

Monday 7th November

Monthly meeting of Clane Community

Centre in the Abbey Community Centre at

8pm .

Friday 11th November

Tidy Towns Awards Night in Manzors’ Vil-

lage Inn, commencing 8pm. All Welcome.

Wednesday 16th November

Clane Local History Group presents a talk

on the legacy of the late John Noonan enti-

tled “John (Jack) Noonan; A Noble Lega-

cy” Talk takes place at the GAA Club, Pros-

perous Road, Clane, at 8pm.. Admission is

free and all are welcome.

EDITOR’S DEADLINE

The deadline for receipt of material for the
December issue of Le Chéile is

Monday 21st November
To 142 Loughbollard please.

Tel. 045-868474.

E-mail: margaretmcevoyl@eircom.net

Get Le Chéile on www.clanecommunity.ie

kitchen of his house nearby on winter eve-
nings.
I

looked up Taylor and Skinner’s map of 1780
and found that instead of Firmount it was then
marked Raystown. Could this have come from
Baile (R)Aodh, the latter being the Celtic god
of fire? The two vowels e and A, following as
they are one upon the other would have to be
aspirated with an R. This is a bit too tenuous
you might say? It did however spark for me an
interest in the Celts and I bought a few books
on the topic. It is interesting that the other
traditional place for ceremonial fire and a
gathering point to within living memory was
the bank of the Stream. Set into the side of the
bank opposite Abbeylands entrance is a large
stone some tons in weight, containing a deep
bowl permanently filled with water. It is
classed as a Bullan Stone, such as was used by
the Druids to offer sacrifice.

The Kelts came to Ireland about 500
B.C. They were an advance group of a group
which was by then settled wide across Europe,
having come, it is speculated from the borders
of India. They heralded the arrival of the Iron
Age and a whole new culture. They were war-
like and, it is said, uncouth. They had their
own gods, who were of two ranks. There were
the ancestral gods, or Tuatha De Dannan.
These lived in an under world in the west, into
which the sun descended each evening and to
which all the spirits of the living went when
they died. Chief of these gods was Daghdha
who was also known as Eochaidh Ollathair or,
like Jupiter, the “Father of All” There were
also the regional gods. These changed from
country to country. These were more concrete
and consisted largely of landscape features
such as rivers and mountains, animals or birds.
They were female. Examples were Life
(Liffey), Badh Catha (the Raven of Battle),
Medhbh (the Mare) and the Morrigan (the
Queen of Deamons).

There were four major feast days
throughout the Celtic year which marked the
seasons and related to the pastoral or agricul-
tural cycle of life. Each was celebrated with
fire and on each occasion the Druids choose a

suitable mate for the Daghdha from amongst
the regional goddesses. It was all about re-
generation and fertility, as many of the cus-
toms which survive down to the present
would suggest. Jumping through the fire
meant marriage before the year was out.
Likewise driving cattle or horses between
fires ensured calves or foals. With the com-
ing of Christianity every effort was made to
lay a Christian veneer over such practices
and to suppress the pagan elements.

Halloween, which heralded the start
of winter, the dark and dead time of year,
was to ensure the rebirth of the year in
spring. It was replaced by the eve of All
Saints. The 1st February or Féile Brid marks
the beginning of spring in the Celtic calen-
dar. The Christian St. Brigid replaced the
pagan goddess of the same name, who was
the offspring of the Daghdha and the Morri-
gan conceived at the time of the spring fire.
This celebration was meant to ensure the
lambs and the opening of the buds. The fire
of Bealtaine heralded the summer on 1st
May. It coincided with the putting out of the
cattle on new grass, with the cessation of
frosts. The mid-summer fires on St. John’s
Eve on 23rd June were intended to encour-
age the sun to stay at its prime by burning
the day into the night. (Note the Christian
feast on the 23rd would have been chosen
because it was the nearest such Christian
feast to the solstice on 21st.) Luanasa be-
came replaced by the feast of the Assump-
tion on 15th August. It was never celebrated
much in Ireland, where our ancestors were
pastoral farmers. It is still a big feast around
the Mediterranean amongst the descendants
of the cereal or grain growing Celts. These
modern continentals still dress up in their
traditional costumes and play their traditional
music on 15th August.

The Daghdha was a “good god” from
the Irish prefix d e @eaning good and dia
meaning god. They did not mean good as in
the Judeo Christian or even Greek traditions,
as one who exhibited exemplary qualities,
but rather one who “came up with the
goods” ,filled the barns and ensured the
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For information on activities please
contact Hon. Sec. Eileen O’Brien (086-
3447803)

P.R.O. M. O’Connor.
THE EVERGREENS

Well its goodbye to the lovely season of
awesome Autumn and we're into the start
of winter - November - which is tradi-
tionally set aside, as we all know, as the
month when we remember our loved ones
who have gone before us - their memory
remains in our hearts and in our prayers. In
this month of the Holy Souls, we pray es-
pecially that they are at peace and we re-
mind ourselves of the greater reality that
life is not ended but changed at the mo-
ment of death. We mustn’t of course forget
all those poor forgotten lost souls who
have died and who have no one to pray for
them. It is of course a beautiful and hope-
filled thing to pray for our dearly departed
and recommend them to God's loving care.
It is within our prayers to alleviate their
suffering with our prayers and mortifica-
tions and of course we know that holy
Mass is the greatest form of prayer to help
the deceased.

“O Sacred Heart grant them a place
of peace and joy in your Kingdom where
there is no more suffering and no more
grief” .

We are missing lovely Fiona in the
Club at the moment as she hasn’t been well
— so we assure her of our prayers and
good wishes and hope that she’ll soon be
back among wus imparting her great
knowledge of art, which she so willingly
and freely gives.

We Evergreens wish good luck and
the very best wishes to Clane Musical So-
ciety who are putting on the classic fairy
tale “Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs”
their pantomime for this year, which will
be staged in the Abbey from December 8th
-11th. This promises to be a wonderful
show by these artists supreme, as all shows

10

are. So for a great fun-filled night for young
and old make sure to come along and have
your ticket got on time.

We are hoping for some new mem-
bers to join us and we have such a lot to
offer. So Slan agus beannacht ar feadh ta-
mall agus fé bhrat Mhuire dhibh go leir.

Maureen Spain (PRO).
HALLOWEEN

The following article was published
in the November issue of Le Chéile in 1999.

Some years ago I happened to come
across a reference to Firmount written by
Archdeacon Sherlock at the beginning of
the twentieth century. He was writing about
St. John's Eve bonfires which were tradi-
tional in most parts of the country on the
night of 23rd June. He stated that such fires
were traditionally lit at two sites in the vi-
cinity of Clane. One site was on the banks
of the Stream which runs through the pre-
sent day Stream Park [now the Children’s
Playground] and on by the side of the Naas
Road. The other was a wide roadside verge
on Firmount Hill. The Archdeacon was
writing more about their nuisance value
than anything else, about unruly behavior
and the theft of loads of turf from the bogs
in the days beforehand. Rightly or wrongly
it raised the question in my mind: could the
name Firmount be derived from “Fire
Mount” ? had no great reason for saying so
other than what I have already stated and
the fact that both places mentioned were
men continued to gather, when I was a boy,
to play the legally proscribed game of pitch
and toss on long summer evenings and on
Sundays after Mass. This practice continued
well into the fifties. The late Denny Colgan,
who lived well into his nineties, once told
me in an interview I did with him for Le
Chéile, that his father used to get the Free-
man’s Journal at the Cross every evening (I
think from a passing bus or some other form
of transport) and read it for the assembled
group, outside on summer evenings or in the

LOCAL HISTORY TALK
IN JOHN SULLIVAN
WHEELCHAIR CENTRE

The following local history talk was given
by the Lyreen Historical Research Forum to
the members of the John Sullivan Wheel-
chair Centre in Clane on 17th October last.
A similar talk is given in October each year
in honour of deceased members.

DOM COLUMBA (JOSEPH)
MARMION

On Friday, January 28" 2000 National daily
papers carried a news item stating:

“Pope John Paul has signed a decree recog-
nising a miracle by Pope John XXIII (died
1963), which will allow for his beatification.
He also recognised a miracle attributed to
Dublin-born Benedictine priest Dom Colum-
ba Marmion, who diedin1 9 2 3" .

Marmion’s grandparents were from Clane.
His grandmother is buried along with his
little brother in Mainham. His parents had
moved from Clane when he was born in
Dublin. Fr. Joe Marmion, S.J., a grandneph-
ew of the Benedictine, was interviewed on
R.T.E. Television on January 27" 2000 con-
cerning his illustrious relative. The follow-
ing information comes from that interview
and from a book on his life, which had been
recently published at the time. The book,
which was written by Fr. Mark Tierney,
himself a Benedictine, and published by
Dolmen Press, was available from Easons. It
was brought to our attention by Johnny Har-
rington of Millicent Rd.

By a great coincidence Margaret and I had
been introduced in France in the late 80s to a
Belgian lady whose home was in Maredsous,
in Belgium, the place where Dom Marmion
had served as Abbot. She had never been in

Ireland, but on hearing we were from Clane, 3

she got very excited and asked if we knew
Dom Columba Marmion. We didn’t, though
we did know of a Matthew Marmion (who
was Dom Columba’s uncle), who had lived
in the Main Street and had supplied the stone
to build the church in Clane (built over the
period1876-1884)

Blessed Dom Marmion, whose roots were in
the Main Street in Clane, was born in 1858
and died in 1923. He was beatified on Sep-
tember 3", 2000 and his feast day is on the
3rd October.

It is remarkable that we should have 3 candi-
dates for sainthood in Clane, viz. Fr. John
Sullivan, S.J.,, William Wogan from
Rathcoffey and Joseph Marmion. It is all the
more remarkable that we should have 3 can-
didates for sainthood when it is considered
that St. Oliver Plunket, (who was canonised
in 1975) was the first Irish saint in almost
700 years. He had been beatified in 1920.
Saints like St. Patrick and St. Brigid are in a
different category, being saints by tradition
rather than by canonization. The Dominican
Priest, Fr. Peter Higgins from Naas
(martyred in the vicinity of what is now St.
Stephen’s Green in1642) was added to the
list in 1991 when he was beatified along
with 16 other Irish Martyrs, incl. William
Wogan from Rathcoffey. Wogan was mar-
tyred on 13™ November 1581 in Dublin on
refusing to take the “Oath of Allegiance” to
Queen Elizabeth I, following his conviction
for supporting Viscount Baltinglass in the
Baltinglass rebellion. The “Oath of Alle-
giance” among other things, choose to rec-
ognize the monarch as head of the Church.
They choose rather to be executed than do
this.

Joseph Marmion, the future Abbot Columba
Marmion, was born in Dublin on 1* April
1858 the son of William Marmion and his



wife Herminie Cordier. The immediate
ancestors of Joseph Marmion came from the
borders of Counties Meath and Kildare. His
paternal grandfather, Matthew Marmion,
was born at Woodlands, Kilmessan, Co.
Meath in 1790 and married Elizabeth
Rourke from Clane in 1818. The couple
went to live in Clane, where Elizabeth’s
family had a house and farm, which she
inherited. They had three children, William,
Matthew and Rose. William was the father
of Joseph Marmion. On the death of her
husband Matthew, Elizabeth re-married
John O’Sullivan, a medical doctor whose
clinic was located at Marie's Antiques.
There is a gravestone beside the old church
ruins in Mainham Cemetery which reads:

5 . . hn D1ed aged 2 years
AErected by Wi Illiam andPhll 1edae\3’1yea1arm'on
in memory of their be'%l&ad S%OZtthunélssgl'zat
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Mar c h 1855 aged 59 y ejo%e[ohs Bomﬁsltgpr?ll%% heir
br ot herdwlolhinva 'Whwo- di N0 orn 4th October 1860.
gust 1850, aged 21 e abiy gl SunlcRhlh 13 0 a
ti an_’ bel Oved_ chi Thré%gfhlstsm}eel%becﬁnglﬁl Wil i
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Sometime in the 1840s William Marmion
decided to take up a business career and
moved to Dublin. He lived at 57 Queen
Street, working as a salesman in the firm
of Vernon and Cullen, Corn-Factors, on
Arran Quay. In 1847 he met his future
wife Herminie Cordier, a French lady,
who was spending some time in Dublin
learning English. According to a family
tradition, they fell in love at first sight.
The marriage ceremony was celebrated in
the church of St. Andrew, Westland Row,
Dublin, on 21% April 1847. At the time of
his marriage William Marmion was quite
prosperous, with an annual salary of £500.
They must have moved back to Clane for a

time because Fr. Joe, S.J. tells the story
that they left Clane shortly after the death
of their two year old son John Sebastian
and settled in Dublin. The parents were
heartbroken and prayed to St. Joseph that
they might have another son in his place,
promising to call him Joseph and, God
willing, they would like to see him becom-
ing a priest. Their prayers were answered
in every way.

Joseph Marmion was born in Queen Street,
near the Hay Market, in 1858 shortly after
the family had moved back to Dublin. He
was the 7th out of 9 children, 5 boys and 4
girls:- Mary Born 1st May 1848.

Lizzie Born 27th April 1849.

During the early years of his life Joseph
Marmion came under the influence of his
aunt Miss Kate O’Sullivan, a very pious
lady and half-sister to his father. Kate lived
with the Marmion family in Dublin, some-
what in the capacity of an au pair or nanny,
and took a special interest in young Joseph.

The old Georgian houses which stood three
and four stories over a basement, deteriorat-
ed into tenements and were knocked down
about fifty years ago. They were replaced by
blocks of flats, one of which bears the name
Marmion Court. He was a pupil of Belve-
dere College and Clonliffe Seminary, which
he entered at 16, before going to the Irish
College in Rome.

21st Oct The Friday 18 No 29
Winner  Lorcan Wyer (13) 43 pts

22nd / 23rd Oct 18-hole Stableford

Winner Eamonn Howlin (15) 39 pts
2nd Tommy Carew (10) 38
Gross Tommy Carew (10) 76
Last

Turkey competitions

Turkey 3-Man Teams for 2016

1. Stephen Duffy, Ted Murray, Martin Meaney
2. Aidan Donovan, Lar Blanchfield, Joe Higgins
3. Tommy Carew, Tony O’ Grady, Jim Mahony
4. Brian Conlon, Anthony Dunne, Tim Moran
5. Michael Cuddihy, Wm. Lacey, Paddy Mur-
ray 6. Ger Nevin, Paul Morrissey, John
Slevin 7. John McAndrew, Christy
Brogan, James Brady 8. Padraic Rooney, Ber-
nard Campbell, Kevin Doyle 9. Sean Byrne,
Joe Maher, Tom Bryan 10. Diarm.
Coonan, Jas Malone, Tommy O’ Rourke 11.
Maurice Byrne, Noel Cruise, John Duffy

12. ML Connolly, Ml. Kelleher, Jim Craughwell

30th Sep.—2nd Oct. 9 hole Stableford
Weekl
Class 1 Winner Niall Bryan (7) 24 pts

(-17)  2nd  Maurice Byrne (15) 21 pts

Class 2 Winner Noel Cruise (19) 20 pts
Last 3 (-18-) 2nd Jim Craughwell (21)
20 pts

7th-9th Oct. 9 hole Stableford Week No
2 Class 1 1st Ger Nevin (13) 22 pts Last
6 (-18-) 2nd Diarmuid Coonan (16)

22 pts
Class 2 1st Lar Blanchfield (19) 21 pts
Last3 (19-) 2nd Tom Bryan  (23)

21 pts Last 6
14th-15th Oct 9 hole Stableford Week

No3 st Anthony Dunne (19) 22
pts 2nd Seamus Carew (9)

21 pts

21st-23rd Oct. 9 hole Stableford Week
No 4

Class11st Lorcan Wyer (15) 26 pts (-19)
2nd Tommy Carew (13) 22 pts Last 6

Class 2 1st Paddy O’ Grady (27) 23 pts (20-)
2nd Pa Connolly  (20) 22 pts

TEAM Scores Week No 3 (4)

Week No 3(4) 21st-23rd Oct wlw2w3 Total

Team No. (see above) No team play w3.

1. 20%[23] 11 3220 31 83

2. 17 3534 17 92
3.22 18 19 3839 41 118
4,14 15 19 3836 34 108
5.17 19 3537 36 108 6.
20 20 17 3635 40 111 7. 19
18 16 039 37 76 8. 18 19
21 3434 40 1089. 22 18 17
3621 40 97 1018 18 [14]

3137 36 104 11.18 17 20 41
31 38 11012.18 19 21 40 36

40 116

New members: New members are welcome.
Please refer to our website
www.clanegolfclub@iolfree.ie

Eamonn Howlin, Club Secretary.
23rd October 2016.

I.C.A.

Our guild is “back on track” since September
and getting motivated with the usual Autumn/
Winter projects. New members have settled in
quite happily and bring a fresh dimension to
our Thursday evening gatherings. Top of the
Agenda at the moment has to be the Senior
Citizens Christmas Party -annual event for
more than fifty years now. Sincere thanks for
generous support to church gate collection,
some weeks ago -which goes towards hosting
“The Party” on Sunday December 11th at 1pm
in the GAA Club. Presently heads are intently
bent over tables, while hands are busily craft-
ing decorations and Christmas cards. With a
sharing of ideas, helpful hints, cheerful co-
operation and the cupén tae, a couple of hours
are pleasantly spent each week.

Hope all enjoyed some fun at Hallow-
een.
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Penny - Naomi Fogarty
Jennie - Jacqueline Barry
SNOW CHILDREN:

Enoch Junior - Cillian Byrne..
Daughter - Kealy MacCabe.
Son - Luke Mclntyre.
Daughter - Sarah O'Flaherty.
Daughter - Lucy Bergin

Clane Musical and Dramatic Society wish
all the best of luck to the cast of their 2017
show, which is sure to be a roaring suc-
cess!

But the Musical hasn't been the only thing
the society is working on. Santa & Chil-
dren’s Christmas Market will once again
be held in The Abbey on Sunday 27" No-
vember and it will be a great way to get
in the Christmas spirit! There will be plen-
ty of Arts and Crafts and goodies of all
description - not to mention Santa who is
looking forward to meeting all the Boys
and Girls so make sure to pop by!

You can find more information on this
event at the following Facebook page:
ClaneChristmasMarket/or by emailing
clanemusicalsociety@gmail.com.

We (and Santa!) hope to see you there

And to continue the Christmas celebra-
tions, it has been revealed that this year
CMDS would portray the much loved
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs! Orla
Reidy and Grainne Jones have been busy
casting and rehearsing the show, which is
guaranteed to be a hilarious night out for
all!

Keep an eye out for information on how
you can get your ticket in the next edition
of Le Cheile

CLANE GOLF CLUB

Now with two months to Christmas, the
concentration is on the Turkey Competi-
tions, which started on 1% October. How-
ever, with the last few 18 hole competi-
tions to take place, the Golfer of the year
competition is almost decided with a cou-
ple of competitions left & the current
standing is as follows:

First: Maurice Byrne- 116 points.
Second: Seamus Carew- 104 points.
Third: Pat McDonnell- 101 points.
Fourth: Ger Nevin - 93 points.
Fifth: Eamonn Howlin- 89 points.

The following are the results for the 18
hole competitions for the past month:
September- The Friday 18 Hole Stable-

ford Competition:

Winner: Lar Blanchfield (17) 36 pts Last 9.

25" September- 18 Hole Stableford:
Winner Niall Bryan (7)

2nd Michael Kelleher (18)
3rd Diarmuid F Coonan (16)
4th Ger Nevin (12)

5th Tommy Carew (10)

6th James Coonan (8)

30" September -The Friday 18 Hole
Stableford:
Winner  Lorcan Wyer (13) 36 pts

1st/2nd October -18-hole Stableford

Winner  Niall Bryan (7) 43 pts
2nd Sean Byrne (14) 38 pts
Gross Niall Byrne (7) 68 pts

7th Oct _The Friday 18 No 27
Diarmuid Coonan (15) 42 pts

Winner

8th / 9th October 18-hole Stableford
Winner Ger Nevin (12) 41 pts
2nd Michael Cuddihy (11) 39 pts

Gross Ger Nevin (12) 75 pts  Last 6

14th Oct The Friday 18 No 28
Lar Blanchfield (18) 42 pts

Winner

By 1863 the family had moved to 2 Black-
hall Place, just around the corner from 57
Queen Street. William Marmion had found
a new and more lucrative position as direc-
tor in the firm of Branigan and Bryson, corn
importers, at Smithfield, Dublin. Herminie,
Joseph’s mother, gave private lessons in
French to students, and for some time was
employed as French governess to the Vice-
Regal household. We also hear of young
Joseph going on holidays to his cousins in
Clane, and visiting the chapel in Clongowes
Wood nearby to say his prayers.

After ordination in 1881, Fr. Marmion
served for a year in Dundrum parish in
Dublin and for a further four years as pro-
fessor of philosophy at Clonliffe Seminary
in Dublin. In 1886 he entered the Benedic-
tine monastery in Mardesous in Belgium,
becoming abbot in 1909, a position which
he held for 14 years until his death in 1923.

While Abbot of Mardesous he was given
the task of founding the Abbey of Mount
César in Louvain and served as spiritual
director to all the young monks studying
philosophy and theology there. He was fa-
mous for his many spiritual books, which
were published in 10 languages, though
they were not written originally for publica-
tion.. His writings include three major
works: “Chr i st t he Lo f
AChri st
| deal 0 f O Int alidigion ¥ dinskir-
itual writing he started to devote more time
to preaching retreats in Belgium and in the
United Kingdom and gave direction to
many communities, particularly Carmelite
nuns.

The invasion of Belgium by the Germans
on 4th August 1914 during the First World

i n OHnddiC Hvryisstt?,l[eg

War put Marmion under great anxiety.
Fearing conscription of the young novices
under his care he decided to send them to
Ireland so that their development as Bene-
dictine Monks, leading to their final profes-
sion could be achieved. He established an
Irish house at Endermine in Tipperary and
accompanied them there disguised as a cat-
tle dealer without passport or papers!

He died in 1923. His body was exhumed 40
years after burial and was found to be total-
ly incorrupt though the vestments in which
he was buried had decayed. The miracle
now being recognised involved a Canadian
lady, a young mother during the 1960s, who
was suffering from advanced cancer and
who visited his grave in Mardesous, where
she prayed to be cured. On re-examination
by her doctors she was found to have made
a complete and inexplicable recovery. She
lived a long life afterwards and was said to
be a daily golfer.

Matthew Marmion lived on the west side of
the Main Street in Clane where there is
presently a jewler’'s and a barber’s. The
Valuation Survey of 1850 lists Matthew
Marmium as the occupier at that time. Mat-
thew Marmion is also listed as leasor of
Marron’s pharmacy to an Anne Evans. prior
to its acquisition as the R.I.C. Station. The
field opposite the Moat Commons junction
and the junction to Eamon Mahony’s on the
é\/[illicce)nF Road[ his tradit'g)rcl)all Iknown as
Marnbig)n’s field” Matth@w Marmion sup-
tf Bmestone, from now disused quar-

ries, for the building of the church between
1875 and 1884. The Valuation Survey lists
Rourkes as owners of Manzors in 1850 and
as owners of a lime-kiln. This would have
been located where the Big Green in
Loughbollard is now situated. Were these
the Rourkes from Clane into which Mathew
Marmion married in 1818? There is a
gravestone within the walls of the church
guins in Mainham to Rose Keenan of Bal-



lynaboley who was a sister of Mathew and
William and an aunt to Blessed Joseph. If
anyone has any further details they would
be welcome and possibly we may have a
more complete picture of the family tree
for future publication.

CLANE COMHALTAS

Just to welcome back all the Students to
Clane Combhaltas, new members always
welcome, lessons in Fiddle, Tin Whistle
and Flute on Tuesday nights in Clane Scoil
Mhuire for further details contact Cathe-
rine Burcheal on 087-2660509 Sessions are
still going strong with John Duffy and Co
on the last Friday of each month. Many
thanks to Clane GAA for providing facili-
ties. A special mention and a big congratu-
lation to Breda Short on reaching a mile-
stone anniversary, Fifty years a member of
Combhaltas Coeltoiri Eireann, and still a
very active one at that. Breda started out
her long life with Comhaltas with Ardlough
Branch and we are blessed to have her with
us in Clane Branch and we wish her many
happy years to come. A very well deserved
party held recently in Millicent Golf Club
and well attended. Beautiful presentation
and lovely speech By Labhras O Murcht
the Chairperson of Combhailtas followed by
a lovely rendition from Breda herself of her
memories, and a great night of Music fol-
lowed. many thanks to all who attended
and indeed From other Branches and mak-
ing this a memorable night. We wish Breda
the very best to come. Also we would like
to express our deepest condolences to Tom
Dillon on the recent passing of his Mother
Mary Dillon of Listowel Co. Kerry. A
dheis de go raibh Si.

Mairead Swords
MAINHAM CEMETERY MASS
The 37th Annual Mass will be cele-
brated in Mainham Cemetery on Sunday
6th November 2016 at 3pm.

The Cemetery Committee -all vol-
unteers - has been busy throughout the

year with its maintenance programme
which has involved, among other tasks,
mowing the five acres of the cemetery on
twenty occasions to date with another four
or five mows due before the end of the
grass growing season.

Clipping of the extensive hedging
adjoining the cemetery and spraying where
needed are among the other jobs which
keep the resting place of our loved ones in
pristine condition.

The Committee has also kept an eye
out for the graves of those who have no one
belonging to them and has ensured that no
grave, however old, has been overlooked in
terms of maintenance.

Since last November, and to date,
twenty six people have been laid to rest in
Mainham Cemetery. May they rest in
peace.

Space for parking in the new section
of the cemetery is limited and so we re-
quest that only cars carrying the very elder-
ly, invalids and small children drive into
the cemetery. All other cars coming from
the Clane direction are asked to turn right
at the former Royal Oak premises and then
left into Tom McCreery’s field. Cars com-
ing from the Rathcoffey direction please
drive into the parking field opposite Crib-
bin’s. Volunteer stewards will be there to
help.

Where-ever you park please ensure
that you lock your car and do not leave
handbags or valuables exposed. We thank
all motorists in anticipation of their co-
operation. Please come early. We will pray
for a fine day.

Mainham Cemetery Committee.

CLANE LOCAL HISTORY
GROUP

The sudden and unexpected death, on April
26" this year, of John Noonan, Chairman
of Clane Local History Group, was a tragic

6 loss not only to the Group but also to the

wider community of Clane. In the June edi-
tion of L @  C lheewnslaceurately described
as ‘a gentleman through and through, histori-
an and raconteur and touched the lives of
many.’ It was John's tradition each Novem-
ber. to present a seasonal talk on topics asso-
ciated with the folklore, customs and oral
heritage of Clane. These November talks be-
came very popular and a much appreciated
feature of our Group's annual calendar of
presentations. This November, for the first
time in years, John's humorous and witty talk
will be sadly missed by all our members.

On Wednesday, November 16" and as a small
token of remembrance of John's valuable
and extensive contribution towards preserv-
ing Clane’s rich heritage and folklore an
evening dedicated to his remembrance will be
held in the GAA Centre, Properous Road at
8:00 o' clock. On that occasion, the members
of the Group with the support of the Noonan
family, will present samples of some of the
work which John (or Jack - as he was widely
known locally) left behind as a precious lega-

cy.

This is a very extensive archive which
includes writings, preserved photographs of
a Clane long gone and even some very inter-
esting recorded interviews. Because of the
extensive nature of his archive the evening
can only feature a small sample of that work
but the items presented will be chosen to pro-
vide some insight into the richness, variety
and extent of John's work. All are welcome
and as usual there is no charge. Hope to see
you there.

ST. PATRICK’S DAY FESTIVAL

I t1FyS
Support your local St. Patrick’s Day Festival
this Christmas by sending Cards to friends
and family. Cards are available locally in
Bob & Kate’s or from the Committee. Con-
tact Mary on 086 0619086 for further infor-
mation.
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CLANE MUSICAL & DRAMATIC
SOCIETY

Clane Musical and Dramatic Society are
delighted to announce that their 2017 Musi-
cal ‘Carousel’ has been cast! There was a
great turnout of both old and new facews at
the auditions on 9th October and with such
showcasing of talent -it left the production
team with some tough decisions! After call
backs and much deliberation, the fantastic
cast is as follows:

Billy Bigelow - Séamus Sullivan
Julie Jordan - Michelle Bradley
Pipperidge - Callina Cunningham
Enoch Snow - Peter Fay
Nettie Fowler - Edel Marron
Jigger Craigin - Rénan MacCabe
Louise Bigelow - Sinéad Byrne
The Starkeeper/
Dr. Seldon - Aine Grace
Mrs. Mullin - Elaine Moore O'Donohoe.
David Bascombe - Val Brennan
Carnival Boy - Cian McKeon
School Principal - Brid Murphy
Brother Joshua - Andy Kelly
Ship's Captain - Robert Gallagher

gliceman - Evan McGarr

nd Heavenly Friend - Sarah O'Flaherty.
Boatswain - Daniel Frawley.
Arminy - Louise Tierney
Bessie - Emer Phelan
Bascombe's daughter
(in Opening scene) - Lucy Mai Bergin
Jessie -Orla Fitzgerald Mrs.
Bascombe (in opening scene) -Catherine
Gallagher
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Carrie


https://www.google.ie/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=8&sqi=2&ved=0ahUKEwiBheu8juTPAhXrB8AKHW6nDNkQs2YIOygAMAc&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FLabhr%25C3%25A1s_%25C3%2593_Murch%25C3%25BA&usg=AFQjCNElZPmYinwDMGLowqhloev7OEbNtA&sig2=sHfHbR9yN
https://www.facebook.com/catherine.gallagher.3386

